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THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK.

T IIE present ycar did nlot begin particularly well witl
doniestic trade, partly, at first, owing to severe weather

with bad roads, and latterly froin a cold spring. So far, how
ever, as our export and import commerce is concerned, for th(
first thrce nonths of 1896 the record is distinctly good.

l'rade in Europe being satisfactory, at is not strange thai
Canada shares il the brisk nusness now prevailng abroad,
Our exports are chiefly food products, and while parces of these
are low, it is well to note that the Canadian output finds ready
market. This is the nore gratifying when we renember that
one of our best customiers-the Um:ted States--is suffering
somîewhat from tiade depression, and is recovering slowly froni
the dî%astrous collapse of threc ycars ogo. What iwe have lost
there we have more than gamed mh our trade with IBritain. It

appears, fron the Imperial official returns just issued, that for
the first threce inonths of 1896 Canadian products to the value
Of $3,,ooo conpared with $s,92o,ooo In the lirst quarter of
3895. What this must iean, eiher inmmediately or later on, to
our fariners and country stores is considerable, for heavy
inreases are reported in such hnes as cattle, sheep, wheat,
flour, bacon, hamîs, butter, cheese, etc., which are the staples of
the country population. Fron the reports of merchants who
have lately returned froni Britan, TnE RF.vi.:w learns that brisk
trade is expected to bc naintainied there for a long timne to
comle. With good crops in Canada, thîcerore, the comiing
suimner we may expect an enornous export, and a healthy
uomîestic trade.

Taking the Canadian official figures for the first quarter of
1896, it is evident thiat the business outlook is encouraging.
The imlports of free raw materials continue as large as last vear.
This indicates that the factories and industrial establishments
of thle country will bc at least as busy as before. The returns
also show that the prces of raw materials continue to be main.
tained a ftir reflection of the general business situation elic
details for january, February and Marci, 3896, compared with
those for the sanie months of 1895, are as follows
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Our rcaders will observe in the above statencît the in.
creased imports of duty.free± materials used in the cotton,
rubber, tobacco and other industrial estabbshmnents. 'urnIng
to exports, we find a narked increase for the period. Canada
has sold, during the first three months of zS9 6, more than
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$6,ooo,0oo worth in excess of what se sold abroad during the
early months of last year. The figures arc:
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$13.24,363 $,
9 ,K2 *This is a good beginning for 189 6. May it continue We

sec no reason why it should not. elic figures given will 'bpire.
confidence anong our merchants, as a proof that their custoimers,
the farmers, are in a better position than last year.

'lhe dry goods trade has in particular opened well for i89 ,.
hie imîports, as to values (the quantities are not yet given in the

oflicial statistics), indicate a larger consumption and niaintaned
prices. l'lie details show increased imports for the first quarter
of i896 in nearly every departnent, as follows: •
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WC o!.,:rve increases in, carpets, cotton goods,

hats, silk goods (a marked advance) and woolens.
sale houses are not given to buying wildly, and
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fancy goods,
Our whole.

would hardly
lay in stocks unless the demand prornised to bc good. On the
whole, therefore, there is reason for satisfaction and confidence
in the outlook generally.

RECIPROCITY.
Sonething strictly essential in a dry goods store. If youare the dress goods or silk buyer and the lace man wants sorne

goods over which to display his wares, let hin have thern and
sec that they are what will bc rpost effective. It is the sanie in
regard to roon. I know it is almost like pulling teeth to give
up space, but it is sometines absoliitely essential for the best
interests of ic house.

l.et the fiannel and blanket man condense his stock and
make rooni for the wash goods, says The Dry Goods Chropiicle.
This is their season, and when your tine comes again get it
back. This is the spirit that should prevail throughout the
srre. I reniember speaking to a buyer about this matter one
iolida; tine, and asked him if he didn't think he lost sales by
condensing his stock, and he said : " Ves, it makes about $5oDdifference to me, but the other department will do $4,ooo, and
hat makes the firm feel better, and I arn satisfied."
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