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convinced that the love of truth is akin to the lovo |‘. all ¢ases in which men’s minds are led to diwell on “ ceptablo to a fow of the laity, but the mass of re-
of the Qod of truth, and that Christ's Gospel | such thugs :-*her than on those spiritual affec- ¢ ligious persons among common-gense Englishmen
demunda the full exercise of all our intellectunl |- tions, those revealed theologreal truths and sound| ook upon such things as folly at the best  The
powers—he will, if he is endowed with but ordi- ) practical principles which nre the essenco of the . yrent body of the educated cannot endure them,
nary humility, have kept his own tastes in the , Gospel, while these things are at the best but itsy pecause they are trifling with holy worship and
background whilo ho was the deputy of another. \ helps.  Thus, if any man's love of whnt hedeems i jyiserable taste, while the common sort of the well-
But tho time comes when he feels himself catitled ;; the beautiful in worship leads hun to think more | disposed and religious a1~ not only irritated by
to follow more distinctly his own bins and en-;of good singing than of faithful preaching; or if ), them, but rendered suspicious, not without
deavour unrestrained to impress his own clmr%clcr i he resolutely mgists on Ins own views asto the |rground, that somethicg really dangerous tucks
on his people ; and hiere is o time of great danger. |, form of worship in violation of the plain Christinn iibehind. T am quite aware that the sensitiveness
duty of obeditnco to those set over him in the  of our peoplo on such matters is at times unrea.
. Lord; or when it is obvious that by so iusisting | sonable, also that good and pious clergymen arc
Firat, it would bo foolish a8 well as uscless to | ho casts a stumbling-black in his people’s way, | at times thwarted by persons who, influenced I
sttempt o conceal or overlook the fact that there , instead of drawing them to Christ ; in theso cases ) foar, more by o lovo of populsrity than any zeal
aro churches in this as in other diocescs in which j we must pronounce that zeal for the outward) for souls, oxnggerate every cause of offence, and
ritunl observanco is carried to an unwise ex- | helps of religion is carried to o dangerous extremne. |l take n plensuro in the strife they ave vaising,
treme. None, indeed, but those who are aflicted i ! And 1 know that young and ardent spirits amongs t
with a morose Puritanism will deny that archi- ) |: us aro apt to be made reckless by such opposition,
tecture and wusic, and tho decorative arts, may ; I am,bf course, awaro that persons who arcy and to plungo only the more determinately into
well bo used in tho cause of tho Guspel, Our thus misled intrench themselves behind sumesup- | cxtremes; but he who thinks quietly with himself
worship also will Lo nopo tho less spiritual be- , pesed bulwark of duty, persuadiug themaclves that, of the value of the souls intrusted to him will, I
causc that part of it, which isnecessarily ceremo- | 0-called catholic authority out-weigh all other . am sure, ha ready to waivo his own tastesand in-
pial, i3 clothed with the grave comcliness which " considerations, butthey are not the less blameable 1 clinations i such matters, in deference to theex-
recommends itself to persons of refined minds, y, for their persoual disobedicnce, and for the mtfall | pressed wish of those sot over him in tho Lord—
When our Church purified itself from the cor-y into which they cast the flock which Christ| who warn him, as I do this day, that 1t isa great
ruptiens of Romanism it raised no protest, such | has given them to feced, because they have | wrong to the Church of Eugland to continue such
as somo other Reformed Churches have raised, I persunded themselves, in their folly, _to over-jipractices, the prolific cause of strife.
against tho system which had come down from [[look tho plnin distinctions between right and . If any of you find that some of your people have
romote antiquity, of enlisting on the side of || wrong. ~I'shall say nothing more on the subject of | st their hearts on the kind of ritual observances
Christ the majestic or lovely benuty of the arts— | disobedience, because I verily believe that in this. yiere spoken of, and are alarmed from thinking
if by any meaus the eye, a3 well us the car and, diocese the number of persons who for such mat- " that there is no alternative offered them betiween
the intellect, might become a help to the soul's ;] ters of ceremonial would disebey the deliberately | such a ceremonial as I havo described and the na-
spiritunl emotions.  Witness ourgreat eathedrals, jj expressed injunction of a regularly constituted: kedness ¢f an nustere worship with which they
with their majestic services, which our Reformers,  authority, is very smu]l. But suffer me, my- feel they cannot be centent—then & wise and
instead of demolishing that they might build con- | reverend brethren, to point to the other danger.; fuithful pastor will, I am sure not be disappointed
venticles in their place, but piified of the drusy, ) It is a great responsiblity which auy man if hesets hunself down na prayerful spint kindly
the hay, aml stubble, and the tawdry decorativus , incurs, who irritates the parish in which he.ang gently to direct 1h:o thoughts of sucit weak
of u sensuous worship, that the fine gul! of the , lives by an excessive ritualism.  We dare not, prethren to what s truy beautiful and solemn 1
Guspel might hureaft.r be encased w such o indeed, mako the popular opinion the measure our ordinary Church System as sanctioned by our
chastely simple but Leautilul sctting as well ae-y of what is right for us cven in such mat- hying authorities  His people thus wisely gmded
corded witlh ity purity. Who has not felt, in, ters; bue }hcre s a pnsns, at least, oi: tn_xth. will, I am sure, find 1n such quict and chaste wor-
rigid Presbyterian couutries, that a mistahe has  in the dislike with which the svund English . ghup a far truer expounent of calm reverend faith
been made in this respect? Indeed, the most,, feeling of the middle and lower orders in this, than could ever bo ganed by straming after some
rigid Puritans have now leazued that ther is nio | country regards what they perhaps unreasonably _spurious umtations of what is only foun. in its
connection between want of taste and the pure | conunect in somo way with T'opery. 1 speak tv- fuil proportions n the gaudy worship of Rome.
Gospel, and those who wish n nativual Church to , our younger clergy especially un this subject. Tug Usy or Tur Cross i1x CuurcHes.
be really national will alwsys be very cautivus, Their consciences may acquit them of any hank- . "“Here, perhaps, it may bo expected that 1
that there shall be as little as possible iu its, crings after Rome, though with the experienco of should say something of the principles on which
forms or in its teaching harshly to cl.ck those , the past secessions of many like them, [am justi-, I act m ting diocese n refercnce to the arrange-
aspirations of the heart and intellect, which as  fied in urging them to ho very scrupulous and ment and decoration of churches which I am cal-
they have nothing in thess that is sinful, will | cunscientious in taking themeclves to task, bci.’ure. led to conscerate, or allow to be altered. Happi-
(many not unnaturally expect) receivo theiry they declare that they are free from the entice- Iy, the decision of the highest ecclesiastical court
highest developement at the coming of thy Lord , ments of this sabtle adveisary , butstill, whether | of appeal has now setiled many of the disputed
Jesus Christ, when all creation is made fit to, they arc safe themselves or nv, that luve of 2. points with reference to such matters—matters
weleome Himits King. .And as great Universities , showy and almost tawdry worship, which maui- | very unimportant in themsclves, but not unimpor-
where scicnce and literature are nourished, aund ,, fests itself'attimes amongst us, and which cummon |, tant when wo consider the undue juterest attach-
beautiful cnthedrals where Christian worship is, peuple invariably cunnect with Rone, ought much; ed to them by many carnest mnds,  For certan-
offered up with splendour, have always Leen re- ,to bo guarded against.  Why shuuld any clergy - ly in religion, whatever a man regards as impor-
garded as integral parts of vur reformed national | man wish to make Lis Churcli such that a comwon; \ant becomes really important in its cffects on his
system;; so it is, ~f ¢ wrse, well that the buildings |, man, placed suddenly \yuhin it, would not bealble character, while he 8o regards 1t, bowever nsig-
and the wurship of our yuiet parochial churches p to S8y whethier ho was in a Church of England, ur mificant it may be in itself. Now, I will take a2
also, without fulling into avy foolish mimicry of| a Romish place of worship? I believe there is™ an example, to illustrate my practice, the use of
cathedrals, should be beautitul of their kind, and | danger to our souls in eucouraging these tastes, the cross in church decoration.  Thereisno doubt
that their music should be refined as well as Iwhichinscnsibly break down the barriers by which. now that a Bishop may Inwfully sanction it.  The
solemn and hearty.  As the sermons which are P the wisdum of oldertimes has separated us from  words of the Judgment of the Judicial Committee
preached within them will lose nothing of thc% ; & corrupt form of faith. [ b‘chcvc, also, there is of the Privy Council are:—

 Breat danger to your people in these unwise ap~, <« Upon the wholo thar lordships, after the
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heart-stirring Gospel force by being well cumposgl ;
and well spoken, so will onr distinct acts of , proximations to a bad system; aud of this I amn | most careful consideration, have come to the con-
prayer and praise looso nothing of their spirit- ;Iccrtuin beyond all doubt, that the injury is great clusion that crosses, as distinguished from cruci-
uality becnuse their adventitious accompaviments , which such clergymen as 1 havo spuken of would, . fixes, have been in use as ornaments of Churches
are beautiful as well as grave. p through their unwise innovations if unchecked, . from the earliest periods of Christianitys that
1 shall not, then, be mizunderstood, as if 1 were, inflict on the national Church of this country, by . when used as mere emblems of the Christian faith
saying any thing to depreciate that attention to  alicaating from it the affectivos of tho great mass;. and not as objects of superstitious reverence, they
tho outward aids of our worship, which is a good , of the community. They may gain the good-will . may still lawfully be erccted as archutectural de-
thing in its way, or asif I were ungrateful to |l of a few men, and still more women, of cccentric |: corations of churches.
those who have been the revivers of a better  tastes, chiclly among the upper classes. Exces-, But, lest these words should be so interpreted
ccclesinstical taste in this age, when I point out, sive floral decorations, and continusl buwings, as, under the plea of inunocent decoration, to in-
that somo amongst us do haru by carrying their “an& geuutlexivas, and candles lighted in broad troduce what may tend to superstition, or gise
love of the exteraale of worship to an extreme. jjday, and peculisr scar’s aud vestments, and the ; reasonable offence to the fechngs of ho parish-
It is, in my judgment, carricd to an extreme in! other mimicry of the outside of Rowe, may be ac- |, ioners—sceing that the line which separgtes in
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