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If wo mistake
not the little town
of Portage la
Prairie will some
day find itself
made famous, by
reason of one of
its young daugh-
ters.  If Miss
Edith Miller ful-
fils her exception
al promise to the
full—she has al-
veady done so in
fair portion—she
will bestow upon
the prairie town
the honor of hav-
ing sent forth in-
to the musical
world at large one
of its finest and most attractive vocal artistes.

At the present carly stage in her caveer, Miss Mil-
ler has "accomplished much. But she gives mag-
nificont promise of greater things, and the day is
not far off when, health and study continued, sho
will take placo beside, if not rival, Madame Van
der Veer Green, who is one of the leading con-
traltos of to-day. These are strong words, but
they are written advisedly. Miss Miller has
many advantages, she is young and & remarkably
bandsome girl, with large, groey eyes and black
arched brows, a bright expression aud fine color-
ing. Her voice is a rarcly rich contralto, reson.
ant, deep, yet sweet. She has the power of a
superb physique, and, best of all, she has temper-
ment. Her tones are full of dramatic suggestion.
She has not her equal in Toronto, 1doubt whether
she bas her equal in Canada to-day.

The dear parents, Portage la Prairie, and the
great Conadian West are good to her—very good,
she says—but such a voice is God-given, and one
small town may not possess it exclusively. So
two years ago Miss Miller came east, and studied
at the Toronto Conservatory of Music. She sang
as leading voice in Bloor Strect Presbyterian
Church, and after a year of industry was able to
go abroad for a season. She studied for six
months in London and made acquaintance with
many of the leaders in musical circles, then went
to Paris and became a pupil first of Randegger,
and afterwards of 7the famous Marchesi.

She remained abroad a year, and before return-
ing was fortunate to meet Colonel Mapleson, the
famous impressario.

“] did not want to rveturn,” she confesses
frankly, “but cxpenses abroad are heavy and
money will not last forerer, so T have returned to
Canada to earn more, and then I hove to be able
to go back and continue my studies.”

Miss Miller was fortunate in securing private
lessons from Marchesi, which the famous teacher
is not always willing to grant. She also bas
received soveral letters from Col. Mapleson, one
of which she kindly permits us to copy:

Dean Miss MiuLer, - Snco sceing you I have
been asked to rocommend a handsome young con-
tralto, with a fine voice, for & Concort Tour of the
French and English watering places, such as Trou-
villo, B8righton, St. Loonard, ecte, I immediately
thought of you, and but for the fact that you are
leaving Europe 1 should and could have got you tho
engagement.

fowover, yon arc going homne to a certain success,
for I am suro dircctly the Canadian and American
concert managors and critices Jicar the imwense
progross which you_have mado by twelvo [months
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hard work undor thoe best toachors here, thoy will
realizo that your aro tho prima donna contralto of
your country.
With every good wish for safe voyago.
Believe me, simcorely yours,
Hpexny Marresos,

In another lotter he says, * If you were remain.
ing I would arrange for yon to sing at somo of the
leading concerts in Paris and London.”

This is high encouragement for our young
singor. But those who have the privilege of
hearing her will realize that it is honestly spoken.

Since her roturn to Canada, a fow months ago,
Miss Millor has been visiting her parents at La
Prairie, and also touring through various north-
western towns and cities.  “ They have been very
zood to me,” she says,

Miss Miller came to Toronto a few weeks ago,
and for n fow months desires concert engagements.
There is little doubt but that she will be in
much demand. It is long since a more promising
dobut hns been nade upon the stage than that
of Miss Miller at St. George’s Hall, on the even-
ing of Jun. 16th.

This Canadian girl looked faultless in her hand-
somo gracious youth, and sang delightfully. She
has been endowed by nature with many charms,
not the least of which is a simple unaffected
manner ; and as the rich alto notes swelled from
her beautiful throat, and her magnetic temperment
thrilled them with life, the possibilities that await
her stirred the brilliant critical audience to
enthusiasm.

Miss Millers’s tone and articulation shew mark-
ed indications of her year abroad. She lacks only
the smooth sustained touch and evenness that
will come with a fuller maturity and greater self-
confidence. -

Voice, temperament, magnetism, plus a beauti-
ful attractive personality, all these this young lady
possesses, and it is enough to begin with.

In the many numbers upon the programme, Miss
Miller gave her audience opportunity to test her
voice to the full. °

It i3 & drawmatic voice, and dramatic temper-
ment. In opera Miss Miller would be a magnifi-
cent success. But her preference at present is for
the concert platform.

Her rendering of +* My Heart is Weary ” (Nades-
chelz), was, perhaps, her finest effort. Both tono
and expression in this were beyond criticism.

Haudel’s “ Hymen, Hasto thy Torch Prepare,”
showed her ubility in execution, and was also
excellent.

«Q, for a day in Spring,” a song by Stern, was
the first nuinber on the programme, and charmingly
rendered. Towards the close the young artiste
sang o number of ballads, closing with™ Somer-
velt’s prottv “ Shepherd’s Cradle Song.”

Miss Miller sang twelve selections in al), and
the unbroken enjoyment of the audience, their
instant vesponse to her sway, were, after all, the
best ovidence of the success of the recital, the
best promise of the future that awaits her.

In chatting about her season abroad, Miss Mii-
ler states that she found wurm friends in Mr. and
Mrs. Watkin Mills, who live in a cosy home at
Putney.

She also saw much of Miss Florence Brimson,
who is still in Paris, and who i* known by her
stage name, Madam Toronta. Miss Brimsou
and Miss Miller were looked upon as the two
leading Canadian students and prima donnas.

Madam Toronta finds Paris engagements pro-
fitable, and has no present intention of returning.

While with Marchesi, Miss Miller was also pre-
sented to Madam Melba. The superb Australian
cantatrice and her former tecacher are warm
friends. Every day, whother at home or away on
tour, Mclba sends heav  ful flowers to Marchesi, and
they stand upon her piano.
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“ A Bright and Lively Two-step March that is
both casy and effective. The movement is good
and the time splendidly marked. It is a number
that will surely be popular and sell well.”

o & PRICE, 50 CENTS & &

To bic had of alt music dealers or

A. & S. NORDHEIMER,

Montreal TORONTO Hamilton

moo{mmn TORONTO noN. a w.ALAN

& OF MUSIC /
COR. YONCE §Y. & WILTOR AVE.

EDWARD FISHER, Musical Dircctor.
THE LEADING MUSICAL INSTITUTION IN CANADA.
Affliation with tho Unlvoersity of Toranto
and with Trinity Univorsity,

Offor An Artistic Musical Education of the
+HIGHEST STANDARD..

Many Free Advantages for Studenls who may i
Enler for Study at any Time.

CALENDAR for Season 1896-97 Free.
H. N, SITAW, B.A,, Princlpal Schoo) of Xlocution

Klcution, Oratory, Volew Cultare, Delsarte and Swedish
Gymnastios, Literature, ete.
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