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FRENCH Cf\\’ADl\N \HSSIO\'ARY
SOCILTY.

As the Synod has recommended a co'lec-
tion for the above Society on the third Sab-
bath of tlug month, we think it nght to
direct atteaton to the object thus recom-
wended to the liberality of the church. The
object of the Society is the evangelization
of the French Canadian Romanists, who
nave long been kept in a state of great
ighoratce, pove ty and saperstilton, nnder
the yoke of 2 nmnerous and we.xllhy priest- !
hoad. The Romish ecclesias'ivs have im-
mense revenues, claimed from  ancieot
Janded e wowments, from iities, from Gov-
erament ;rants, aad from innumerable dues,
exacted from the people. They own the
valuible I:land of Montreal, the greater
part of the cities of Qaeber and Montreal,
and the towa of Three Rivers; with several
valuable seigntories, which yield a vast rev-
enae, wholly employed for the purpose of
extending a system which spreads a social
political and <picitial malia over the land,

‘T'heir numerous corporations are empow-
ered to hold lan i mortmdin to an ex‘ent
almost unlimited; thus at once hindering the
progress, aud endangering the libeities of
the country. These linds canaot become
the homes of a free, happy and progressive

.people.  Their tenants are me-e’y the serfs
of the priests, compelled to vote as they
please. ‘The Jesuits asd other orders are
putting forth the most sealous efforts to
control educavion, te jufluenc2 legislation,
and in every way they can to retard the
progress of the country. "Taey have de-
prived their people both of intelligence and
capital, the wwo chief sources of social pro-
gress and prosperity, and that wealth which
might be spent 1n procuring the comforts of
lfe, and in extenhng the domain of com-
m rce and of trae religion, is sunk in un~
productive convenis amd nunner'es. They
thus inflict a double injury upon Protestants;
they kcep their people in such a state of
ignorance and poverty that they are unable
to pay their share of the public revenue,
and at the same time withdraw vast sums
from the productive business of the country.

Svery true patriot and Christian in Can-
ada feels that the future welfare of the
country depends maialy on having the minds
of the msing gereration t.ubued with the
principles of eteraal truth—the grand cleva-
or of the human tamnly —nd it the R-
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“under the quickening influence of the Gos-
:pel, onr country hus before it a glorious
future, for its natural rescurces aro very
lgrc:ll, with §ts inexhaystible mines, its
“nillioss of fertile acres, its vast lokes, itz
'noble pivers, and extensive railroads. To
aid m securing this noble end is the aim of
this Society.
o its numerous friemls in Canada, for aid
o carry on its operations. the income of the |
|Socu,l) beng at present Liegely deficient
(about 320 OUO), owinz to the commercial
Jdeficiency in Canada dwing the last three
.years. The war in the Cultel States pre-
cindes all hope of help from that quarter |
'for some tume to come.  The Society has

;bern eamnnenly suceesxful, especially in the '

!ruml districts of Lower Canada, and has a
most extensive tield of usefutuess opening |
up beforeit, The misswonartes have many to-

work. If liberalty suppmted, the Society
mightindefinitely extend its operations, and
i a few yeies undermine the power of Rome
in Canada. This would be of the greatestim-
portance cven in its connmercial aud politi-
cal bearing, the greatest hindrance to the
welfare of the comtry being the infinence
of Romamsin. Yel, owing 1o the access
which we now have to the people, there is
probably no portion of the Lurd®s vineyant
which will more abundantly renay mouey
and Jabour speat than Fiench Canadians «t
the present time.

Last year hundreds of youths offered to
attend the Missionary Institutes of the So-
ciely, but for the want of lunds they could
no* be received—It fills the heart with sor-
row to think of the vast pumbers of Canad-
1an youths left to perish under the blighting
wfluences of the Upas tree of Rome.

Wil not earnest Christians who are look-
ing and praying for the downfall of this
dire spiritual despotism, come to the help
of the Lotd 2gamst the mghty, and, by
aidmg this higbly mpostant nussion in s
work, aid n the christianization and
clevation of our beloved country?—To aid
the Lord’s work is the best way to draw
down the blessing of God upon ourselves
and our childien—and upon the work of
our hauds ; yea to obtmn the fertilizing
showers of revival iunung Protestants them-
selves.

————

MODE OF BAPTISM.

It is unquestionably the duty of journalists
t0 keep before their readers every subject
of practical importance; so, although we
are not aware of anything which brings the

Au appeal is eatnestly made

kens of encouragement to go torward mn thesr ;

into notice, having red with approval an
athicle in the Princeton Rev ae, of Aprl
last, on the Mote of Bapuism, which has
the rare writ of being pliin, pointed, an!
conclu-ive, wo think 1t may do good to
.ireet attention to it in the pages of the
 Record. A summary of the article it
,would be ditlicult tv give, asit s tteell a
welldigested and carefuily con lensed argu-
qment, sl & passing notice of the hie of
Largament may be ol use to cur readers.

| After shewmr that the m de 13 not
essential to the va'idi-y of the ordwance,
aud canuot be, this ess iy ist goes on ty prove

"that the Seriptura) mode of baprizm 13 not
by imnersion, bt by sprinkhing ar aifusion,

Classical authoig or heathen uzwes cane
nut decide the meaning of Baptizo or Bup.
“tismus in 2 geligions sense. De. Carson
“admits, inleed, that all lexicographers and
comminentators wre against tie view that
these words alwayz siuzmsfy to dip. But
even if the heathen wvsawe be conclusive
azainst immerswn, it do-s not follow that
that 1s nat the Chastian mode of baptism ;
words may be used in a peculiar sense in
religious matters, e.g., ¢ Logos” has a
meamng in the Ciristian religion, not found
in heathen wiiters; and the Supper, con-
sisting of a mouthful of bread and a sip of
wine, i not a sapper in the heattien sense.
To the Bib'e alons then w» appeal, and
enquise Jdo Baptismus and Baptizo, in Scrip-
ture, alicays mean immersion ?

Now in answer to this we notice two
points. L. The circumstances in which
Chrishian baptism was instituted. 2. In-
stances of baptism mentivned in the New
Testament ; leaving other matters unno-
ticed which are fully discussed in the
Review. 1. When Christian Baptisn was
intradaced, baptism was commonly in use
among the Jews, and they were familiar
with its observance. This is put beyond
qucslion by such passages as Mark vii. 4,
Luke xi. 38, and Ecclesiasticus xxxiv. 25,,
where bapuizo occurs, translated wash,
Further, baptism was dmposed by the
law of Moses, Hebrews ix. 10, and from
the time of Moses baptisins were pant of
the religious rites of the Jews. Thus then
the Jews were faunliar with baptism as a
ceremoaal rite of punfication ; and so, when
Johu appeared baptizing, no objection wus
made or surprise expressed ; on'y he was
asked, if he were not the Messiah, nor a
prophet, why ke baptised. With the rite
they were familiar, and they understood it,
bat they questionad his guthority to baptise.
The on’y difference between Jewish bap-
tism and Johu’s baptism was that the one

was “for ceremonial purification,"” the othar




