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cally, though there were many adversaries. Wo
gratefully aceept them ws tholinst fruits of a harvest
wo trust mnj’ ;:recdlly be reaped.

As rogards diroct action taken by your Cow-
mittee, thuy have to state that the Synodical
wmeniorials woro duly forwarded to Quebec, stgned
Ly the Moderator and Clerk.  ‘The Presbytery of
Kingston, ol of two Scssions, aud several Con-
gregations of our Churelt have also memorials
fzed. A correspondence was also catered tnto
with the Chairman of the Parlinmentary Cdin-
mttee, through the Convener, acting in another
vapacity.  Assistance was rendered in the way
of increasing the number of memorialé and secu-
ying ovidence. There is reason to beliovo that
tho subject has been taken up by mont of our
ministers, if not on the Subbath in January refer-
red to previously, at least ou rowme other occa-
sion or occasions during the yeat.

‘The substance of last year's Report was pub-
lished in the Record At the openiug of Parlia-
ment a bri¢f address was published, stimulating
o immediate offort in the matter of memorials.
Your Committeo at its September mocting resols
ved on issuing a Circular, explanatory of the
grounds on which they advocated the stoppage of
mails and the shutting of Post Offices on the
Sabbath.—and meeting objuctions. This Circular
appeared in the October nomber of the Record
‘The Pastoral Address onjoined by the Synod has
also been published through tiie sano medivm.
fts principdl objects were to firdish a synapsis
of the evidence in favour of the Divine authority
and permanent obligation of the Subbath, and
to bring under tho notice of our people somo of
tho more prominent forms of Sabbatr deseera-

lion.
Articles too Havéappeared in the Rezord, illus-
trating certain phases of tho general oucstion.
Your Committeo would beg respectfully to
tecommend :—
1. ‘That the Synud renow their appeal to Par-
hiament, 80 soon a3 a eouvenient opportunity is

presented, and that peesbytorics, sessions and 10-

dividual congregaticns take similar action.

2. Thut tha plan of rreaching on tho subject of
the Sabbath be continued, and that for uniformity
sake tho third Sabbuili in January be sclected.

3. That superintendents of Sabbath schools
diroct the attention of the childrea under thoir
supetvision, as frequontly as possiblé, to this
great question,

4. That whilst by all means advoiding every
thing liké poffticdl partizanship, we should ca-
deavour; in the ovent of a new election, to press
on the atteation of candidates the Sabbath ques-
tion; and cspecially to the passage of u prohibi-
tory law, s regerds Sabbath ldbour ia tho public
departinents.

5. That Sessions be recomimended to discoun-
1onance, by every means in their power, visiting,
travelling; and other prevalent forms of Sabbath
deseacration ; to reprove, rehuke; and exliort with
all long sufferings, and faithfully to caforco more
stringent discipline, should it bo deemed noces-
sary. |
G’: That.inagmuch as this cause cannot be sue-
cossfolly prosccuted without the divinoe blessing,
and.uttion for prayet isspecially needod and firted
10 prave highly benoficial, in order 10 that bless-
ing being sacurcd, an hour monthly, say between
7 and 8, . u, on the lsst Saturday of overy
month, be thus set apart by all tho office-bearers
and members of our church.

Your Comutitios {eel that in connexion with
this cause we are calicd on as z church,to thank
God and take courage. Let us go forward, sti-
mulated and encouragoed by the reaxsonablencss
of the causs itself, the solid Scriptural foundation
on which it rests, the sxpetience of tho pass, the
aspects of the present, and the prospocts of the
foture. Ba it ours by the employment of evory
legitimate instrumentality to preserve unbroken
that fonce which a divine baad has rearcd around

1hbis sacred lnstitution, to count the Sabbath the i
holy of the Lord, honourable, thenours will bethe -

: privilege of riding on the high places of this laud,

and beiny fed with the heritago of Jacob, our
father, tor the mouth of the Lord hath spoken nt
P
REPORT OF COMMUITEE ON SAl-
BATIH SCHOOLS.

Your Committee was appointed for the pur-
poss of directing their attention to the subyeet of
Subbath Schools and Bible Clusses, with the
viow of making such suggestions as they might
think fitted to promoto the efficiency of theso
stitutions for communicating vehgivus instruct-
tions. In pursuanco of the abject they would
uow suhmit the following eug&gcsrlons —

‘That specind caro should be takon tn the
solection of teachars of picty and intelligenco,
and wlio podsess the faculty of communicatung
religious iastraétion, nud that their appointment
should he subject to tho approval of thoe Sussion

2 'Phat a regular scrics of lessons, congisting
of pottidns of Seripture and ol the Shoreer Cate-
chism, should be taught simultancously fn all
the classes of each schnol, and that the exercises
of cach Sabbath should be closed with u ganeral
examination of tho whols school by the Super-
intendem or Minister.

3. That Ministers should preach an annual
sermou in their respective congregations on tho
subject of Sabbath schoonls, aad deliver a quar-
terly addrecss to the scholams of those schools
under their charge.

4. ‘That Elders be recommended to take spo-
cial paing to sco that all the children within
their respeciive districts aro regularly in attend-
anco at Sabbuth schools, and that they should
make inquiry as to tho cffeets of the instructions
therein communicated.

5 here congregations are largs or scattered,
1t i rec ded, that besides a central school,
others should be eatablished in 1ors remato lo-
calitices for tho benefit of the children residing
therein.

6. With referenco to Bible classes, thoy re-
comniend tho cstablishment of congregational
classes, not mierely for tlic Poung, but also for
those of maturer years, and that in lieso might
bo taken up the same subjects s aro 1dught i the
Sabbath school, on the ensuing Sabbath, that so
teachers might have an opportunity of being
bouter prepiared for the dischargo of their duties.

7 Findlly; that the officicncy of Sabbath
schouls and Bible ¢l , u3 instr of in-
struction and couversion, and as means of tho
rovival of rchgion, shonid furm 4 special subjoct
of firdyer in cach closct, family and congrega-
ton.

Wirrian Greoi, Conpener.
p -
THE RED RIVER SETTLEMENT.

In connexion with the Synod’s Home Mission
Report, it had been customary to notico the mis-
sion at the Red River, within the territories of
tho Hudson’s Bay Company. [t is with the
patent church in Scotland that the spiritual su-
perintendencoe and caro of this mission principally
lies, and to the Colonial Committes of the Free
Church of Scotladd Jtas boert entrusted tHe im-
portant 1azasure of solecting and sending out a
pernfanent pastor.  Ja tne meantjmo it is well
known that in autumn of 1851, Mr. Joha Black,
an esteomed young brother, was commissioned
by the authority of this church to take the spirit-
ual charge. Ho was solemnly ordained at ‘To-
ronto about the beginning of August; drrived
after maay dolays and difficultics «t tho sottle-
ment in the cnd September,and he has thus spont
two witters in that distant region. The warm
roception hie met with; his Iabours and his suc-

cess in organizing the church, and in the dispen- |

sation of ordinances thereufter; thess and other
particulars etrikingly ilusteative of a special
Providence, aro all familiar to tho members of
this church, as thoy have been from timo to time

brought before the public through the medium of
the Kecord

Dutifig the past yehr frequent communications
havo been recived from Mr. Black, of a very
favourablc and encouraging nature. Ilis health
has been morcifully favoured, and ho has been
permitted to continue liis valuablo labours with-
out interruption, The tavages of the tlood, which
for a season dedollitel rhte lind, auid fot six wecks
compellul tha settlerito tuke refugo on the more
clevaud ridges, huve been in tnerey repaired
with the lods, we believe, of u singlo life, and the
colony is as prosperuus as oter,

A plain and subsiantial place of ivobshiip, a
stone edifice, has been commenced, and u rest
dency for tho wiizter 1 B85 81 progress. Ata
settletehy, 1 miles nurh of the principal stition,
a second or branch church hus been put up 3 dnd
in these two places, divine setvice i3 regulasly
maintained on Sablng*lw and at other times
Tle attendanice at both stiitlolid Is regular and
good, and the number of sembers now in coine
munion is sbout T0; aud this cousidered, i the
nucheus of a Guelic congregation; Is Highly en-
couruging. ‘I'he Sabbath school at the principal
scttlement is atteinded by upwards of 100 puplls,
and the Biblo Cluss numbers om 25 19 30,
godly discipline has been mnaintained by tho
oldership, and thd moral influcnce of sound
Secriptural Presbyterianism has been felt beriefi-
cially througlivut the dettleineht.

In the end of dutuma 1dst, a painful event oc-
curred iu tho nelghbourhood of the Red River
cotony. Mr ‘ferry, u young man, under the
churgo of the Rev Mr Tanner, a pious Ameti-
can missiondry, dtd o jraining utider him fot
luture lubours among the native Indians, had
been attacked and cructly massacred by the
Sioux. Sinco that distressing event Mr. Tanner
has been settled neir Perbina, and within tht
Awmericin boundaries, a3 3 Kbourer dmoiig 118
Indiaiis.

Wa are happy 1o report that u kindlier fecling
aow exiits on tho part of the adherents of the
Episcopal Church towards our missionary ofeths
tions, in beHalf of aur people in the sctilemiedi
Our friends hid Sl'ootr forth manfully for thelt
rights, and thie righteous cldinfg of civil dnd reli-
gious freedom have been successfully vintlicated,
The Presbyteridn brethren have, no doubt, fisde
great sacrifices, but Peace hits been their reward,
and liberty to sit under thefr own vine and fig-
tree, none daring to mike them dfedid.  'The las
stronghold of solfish exclusiveritds, indeed; has
not yet bect Sxom}mi; and the Academics and
Normal Schools of Canida West,inay for some-
timo yet be called to open thelr gdtes to such
young men as Mr. Black of othicis may send or
oring down, for tHe beritfits of 4 sound liberal
cducation. . N o

Tho Colonial Coinmittes 6f the Free Church
at Edinburgh, aro in hopes of being able soon to
send out 2 pious Gaclic minister to rolieve Mp
Black, who will be hailed by the Syiiod of Ca-
nada on his return smongst us; from a field of
honourable labour, and his ro-accessiou 1o our
body, which has suffered muck by the ravages of
mottality, will be an everit 6f most pleasing im-
port Wocould ill spdre himat the time—still less
now—and yet the Synod wiil not rogret his tem-
porary absence, considering the benefits he hag
been the means of conferring on”an interesting
out-post at thie verge of civilization, Lot assem-
bled pastors and elders remember our brother at
the throne of gidce; while they seck to keep up
vévith' tiim, from time to time, & friendly corTes-

enco. v

The sum of about £30 cutrency, has heen col-
leoted in aid of the erection of the chayeh'at Red
River. 'The friends of our church, and of all the
churches, are earneatly requested to help this'in.

{eresting claim, and any sum, however amall,
sont to the Treasurer of the church, 6F to thé Rev.,
, Dr Burns, Toronto, who has conducfed the co-
rospondenro with the Red River sinco the cm-
mencement of the mission, will be most thank-
folly recerved.



