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to hioliness, to beaven. The apostile, it is important to notice, is not
addrcssing unconvertcd sinners xvhen hie says, Il Workç out your owa
salvation," By no ineans: lie was too 'wcll acquainted with syzte-
matie thecologyy, with practical, religion, with experimental Christia-
nity, to do any such thing. The first duty of an unconvcrted sin-
ner is to believe the gospel, or, in other wvords, to receive Christ.
"without mle," says the Saviour, "ye can do nothingr" IlTo hiin

that worketlî not, but believeth on liaii that, justifieth the ungodly,
lis faith is counted for righteousness." C

Whien the apostie therefore says, Work out y~our oiwn salvation,
hoe must bo addressing those who have believed the gospel, those
who have received Christ, and in whose hearts the ivork of grace
has Iiad a commencement. This -s abundantly evident from the,
context as ivell as froin the nature of the case. The Epistie, as wve
Icara frorn the first verse of the first chapter, is addrcsscd "lbt ail
the saints in Christ Jesus which arc at Philippi., ivith the bishops
and deacons." In the fifth verse bce speaks of their Il fellowslhip
in the gospel ;" and in the sixth of his confidence Il of this vcry
thing, that hie who had coinmienced the good work in theni would
perforin it until the day of Jesus Christ." Sec- also verse 29.

This inýjunction thon, you perecive, is not addressed to unbelievers
but to, believers; or, in other -words, to the friends and followers
of Christ.

Notiee now what it is that Christians are calied upon to work
out,-it is ithdr ownsalvation. If we are Christians, this injunetion
is addressed to us. We are to work out our owvn salvation. This
is doubtless a great privilege, but Paul spealis of it here as a dut.y;
and hoe presents very strong motives and inducemients to encourage
us to go on witli and nehieve the great work.

0f course thiere is no reference here to salvation from. the ourse
of the law, or the condemning power of sin This is a work too
great and too diflicuit for us to accomplish ourselves, or any of
the angeis in heaven to, aecomplish for us. 0 it is delightful to
know that faith, 23implc faith, faith alone without works, puts us in
possession of salvation froni condemnation. Il Christ biath rcdeem-
ed us fromn the ourse of thc law, heing made a curse for us."
"lThere is therefore now no condemnation to them who arc in Christ
Jesus." To work out our own salvation froin the condcniagn
power of sin or the ourse of God's holy law, is what we nover caa
do, what we are not rg3quired to dlo. 0 no -: the Divine Man by bis
sufferings and sacrifice, and death, has donc it for us.
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