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aile to slilut Up1 inî Lle grave thec possibility of a, resurrection by Jestus, the
Diviuîe r-etriblutioîî, a, resuit of' that rcsurrcùiolî, anid, above ail, titeir ow'n
w-ickcd fears; and 80 tlîey desecrate thec gr-eat Passover Sabbatb by tîteir rcst-
less Occupation, seckiîîg to secuire thie grave of Iinii whliî tlîey liad aeeusced
and Couîdt.mined for lus miracles of lov'e wroughit on ordinary Sal>batlis. Tie
disemibodied spirit of flie Jewi.,li law xunlst waîder a1roind the grave of' Jus
uipon the miost sacred. Salbbath of theic var. In. that act wc have the iast ex-
pre.ssion of titeir badoîiîtVo the Gentiles of' salvation throuigli a, Messiahi
and also the stronigest expression of h foiiy they nl'aiifested in thieir 11u1e-
lie. 13y mneans of a, prie-tly seal, and a, borrowed îîîihitary guard, Vlîey desire
tu secuire iii a perîmanent tomb te spirit anid life of' Christ,-tlie spirit of biis
past, present, and future, as f ail were a inere dccptioii."-ctIge.

Thei CiiiefPrriests and Pharisees base tliir rcqucst for a. seal and gliard o11
the allegration tiîat Jesus liad said, w~hiie lie w~as yct alive, "'After tlirce days
I wilI risc again ." Whicn did lie say so ? Neyer to thein. Trizc, lie hiad. re-
peitedliy said so to bis disciles, anid possibly Judas iiiglît have repeated flhc
wNorlds Vo the priests ; buit it is more probable thcy biad in i remieibranice bis
wo-ds: "Destroy titis temple; anci in~ flree days I will raise it tmp." If
so, tliey coilvied tlheiselves of faitsebioodl; for "'lienl the words werc uittcred
tiwy pretended to iiiiderstantid thieni hitcrally, vl'hercals thcy now give thiem
thuir legitirnate application. Be tîtat as it may, tliey evidently dread flhc

1)o-,sility of a, resurlrection, aind vainly hope, by neans of thle seul and the
gurto render it imp1 ossible. I3eIiold in tfus anothier illustration or thue way

ini NbIici w"icked men often w'ork out, miconisciously, God's pur-poses. Thcy
thouuglît Vo dlisprove the predicted resurrectioui of Jesuis, anîd Io! fliey secuire
the mnost triumipiailt evideuice of its accomnplishinient.

Pilate grants tlheir requcst: " Ye iav e awtc. Tbat is, Yo r r e s
is gran ted; yon sliall have a watch. " Go your wa-y, miake it as suire as ye

can. Yes!1 go your wvay; add tItis as your cro'vning( act of' foliy and sin.
Aflix your seals and station your guard. liepeat 111ie old yet ever xiew listory
thtatd legaii is, ever flie servant of thie kingdoin of darkzness. Mlany a, timce
sinlu ee liabs lite c.xp)er.iîuent beeut tried, and men biave souiglt, by tlue inliglit
of ite secelar arîn, to slitut the spir-it anîd truith of Christ iin a liopclcss tomnb;
buit of thuis wve nîuy l'est asuethat the trtutli fliat bias Christ iin it. nev'cr eaul
Le buried too duep for a, reburrectiouî, and lleitlier Jewishi seals nor Roman
arrns eau bar Ilis -way to emipire!

(§Lo be continued.)

Rl--SunnRECT1oNl.-' Ill cacl of fhe tbireûcgrce,,t periods cf the Chuircl was
cxhibited an instance of onie takcn, up into hieaven, body and sp)irit, as anl
encurag(einent to te liope of believers of attaining thec saine felicity,-Eiiochi
before the law wvas given; Elijali under the legal cconioîiiy; and Jfesuis Christ
under tue evangelical dispcnsation. And God, ini conductimg thlese events,
lias gradually disclosed life and imimortality from the dawnling of the nmlorning
lglît to the full glory of neridian splendour." -Hz ter.

16,4


