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To Iis Excdlency the Riglit Honorable the
Earl of Z3elnore, Governor-in- Chief of

TmSouth Wales, and Captai»i General
and Vice Adiniral of the sanie.

May it please your Exceilency.
The petition of the undersigned humbiy

showvethi,
That vour petitioners are Christian mission-
aries, representing Presbyterian Churcbes,
labouring on the six southern islands of the
New Hebrides Group, viz. :-Aneiteum,
Fotuna, Tanna, Aniwa, Erromnanga, and
Fate.

That in their capacity as sncb tbcy, o?
course, are deeply interested in the cecvation
of the natives ot these islands, pbysieally
and socially as wcll as moraily and spiritu-
ally; so that while on the one hand any
plan wvhieh lias a tendency to promnote se
desirable an objeet has flot only their perfect
acquiescence but thecir hearty support, on
the other they cannot but regard it as their
duty to oppose any system which is found
to interfcrc with the natural riglits o? the
natives, and wvith the furtherance of those
ends for wvhieh missionaries setule among
tbem.

Thiat in fulfilment of tbeir duty and in the
iuterests of humanity they feel'theniselves
bountl to iav before your Exeileney cer-
tain farts ami allegations as embodied in the
aeeompanying 'lstatement" relating to a
8ystem of tramei in buman beings as at
present carrie(I on among these islands.

That yourpetitioncrs hunibly and earnest-
Iy request your Exeellency that an investi-î
gation be' made into the working of
ths traffle, that it be put under sucli super
vision aad control as shall prevent the riglits
of the natives froas beiug ruthiessly violated;
aad that somne one be appointed lo care for
the interests and investigate the grievances
o? those natives of these islands who reside
in the colony o? wvbich you are the head.

And your petitioners wvili ever pray.
JOHN GFDDiE,, D. D.
JOHN INGLIS.
JON G. PATON.
JOSEPH COPELAND).
DONALD) MORItîSON.-
J. D. GortDoN,.
JAMES Cosu, M. A.
T11OMA8 NEILSON.

Letter from the Rev. J B Emythe,
Chaplain on board H1. teS "Briskc."

We have great pleasure in affording our
readers an opportunity of knowing the views
entertained by au impartial and competent,
observer of the work conducted by the
agents of the Wesleyan, Congregational,
and Preshyterian Churches, in the islands of
the South Scas.

Tho Rev. J. B. Smythe, Chaplain on
board H. M. S. I3risk, bas during two
visita of the ship to the Fiji, and other
islands, madc himself acquainted witb Mýis.
sionary operations on the isiands vi.ýitedl by
the Brisk, and pnblished the following in.
teresting account of lus observations:

To the JIev. Steplien fabone, Sccretary ofth
Jission in F iji :

M. M. S. «"ButSs,
Sydney liabour, N~ov. 25, 1867'.

Rn- Sss,-You are doubtless anxious
to knio% the resuit of the visit of H. U. S.
Brisk to Fiji, ia so far ns it relates to the
murder of thie lato Mr. Baker aud bis seven
native teachers. Information toueuinng
this wvill be bc.,t deriveil froni the officiai re'-
port; therefore, I necd only str e, that,
owing to the influence bronghit to bear upon
Tbakombau, the acknovledIged chie? for
king, ns ha is stylcd) of Bau, and of that
part of the group where the cruel deed wvas
perpetrated; lie calied meetings o? bis sub-
ordinate chiefs to take counisel together, and
arrange to proceed into the interior as sooa
as possible, with. a strong force, aud punish
tle murderers in such a way as to mark bis
abhorrence of their wvanton and barbarous
act. It is satisfactory to knowv, that, o? this
outrage, but one feeling 'xist amongst ai
the Christian natives and resident Etiro-
peans. The deepest sympatby is feit for the
poor widow and ber ebilîdren, nnd the crv
for chastisement is universal. Punisbimet
aidequate to the offence is sure to bc inflicted,
although froin the almost impenetrable na-
ture of the country, the inappropriate tino
of tho year (tîteir cotton planting season,l
the tedjous eremonies Nyhielh precede ail
Fijian movemets, and last but not least,
preparinoe to meet an American debt o? very
questionable -oquity; the guilty raay escape
longer than is desirable. Hlowevcr, this
fouil massacre is the at act of the kiad
whieh i-3 Iikely Vo be committcd ini Fiji; fer
this raid into the remote interior 'will in al
probability strike the final blow at the root
of heatbenism, and render life secure
tbroughout the entire group.

Intense zeal carried poor Mr. Baker ho-
yond the boands of prudence, and bis errer
lies in proceeding on his ivay after repeatcd
warnings to the contrary. In him a valtu-
abie life bas been eut off, for bis bighcist
aim wvas to spread Christianity in those
dark maud cannibal regions, -vhicbi a hegrc
less brave than bis own wouid bave shrank
froun penetrmting.

I cannot refrain frora takin'g this opPor-
tunity of rccording my higb appreciation Of
the great and good 'wvork wvhich the niiss"iOft-
aries are accomplishiug in Fiji; anI which
must be apparent to evei-y uprejudiced aad
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