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The f'act tixat a Mtssionary froin ox'r sis-
ter chutrch, in the Upper Provinces, is noiw
commencing evanigelistie wvork in China,
gives us niew intercat iii that great country,
witlh its vast hieatien population. China
is now the nicar neiglibour of Ainieca anul
the clîurchies of the United States anti Ca-
nadax innst feel a redoublcd responsibility
witli rcgaxd to, the 400 iiUons thuis l)ac-
tically wvaiting to, reccive the Gospel at ouir
hands. The Cixinese were a civilized peo-
ple ivhen ou -ancestors wvere savages wan-
dcring in l3ritislh forcsts. In soine respects
they are even yet in advance of Western
nations. The country is well orgnnized,-
dividcd into p)rovinces *and cotinties. The
cities wvhich. are numerous are surroundcd
with, valls from twenty to twenty-five feet
hig-h, witli an. outer face of selid inasonry,
cithier hiewn stone or brick. The provincial
capitals contain on an average about a mil-
lion of 'inhabitants cadi; cities of the
second and third classes are correspond-
ingly sn'aller. Ail the naines found on
our larger maps are names of walled cities.
Thc cities alone-seventecu hutndrcd in
number-contain a population of 60,000,-
000. But ticgreat proportion of tic in-
habitants are fouind in the innuxuerable un-
wallcd towns nnd hamlcxs which. thickly
dot the fertile plains. Every thing you sec
impresses you withi thc dense population.
The canais are fulil of boats, and the fields
of laborers. The ronds and byways are
filled with pedestrians, witli pack niule.,,
and donkeys. The streats rcsound witli
the din of every variety of btisy artizans,
and one is liardly ever out of siglat of the
graves of the dead of past generations. Ilow
xnany millions have gone down to idolaters'
graves without any knowledge of Christ?"
This vast population, isolatcd by their po-
sition froxu the rest of their race, lias deve-
loped a civilization pecuîliar to itself.
Tliey have a language embracing in al
'forty thousand characters; an autlientie
hîistory which dates back more titan tirc
tlîousand ycars, and a very extensive li tera-
titre, cmbracing a great varicty of subjeets.
The cliaracter of the people is, perlîaps,
largely derived from, the icaclîings of Con-

fuicixis. lus five relations of' sovcreù;iî to
suxdject, hutsbanti and wife, parent and
ch1i-. c., covering- ail humaxîit relatioxn-

slîips ; but nothxing is tatuxlit of xuy relation
to GotI.

Their spiritual destitution is flot excced-
cd by that ofainy otîxer race of mcxx. It is
even dithi -lt, to coxnîxînicate any ideas of
Clîristia'x ty tiîroîxgh the medtiumîî of* the
Clîinest, auage. Iiaving- no religioxns

ideas, 1 à -y have no, words to jexpress thiexu.
'Th Axueriexîx l>resbyterian Board of

Missi s, ini tîxeir Moitlly Staternent, say.

à~ e restxîts of' eibrt duriîîg the thlty
four years piisc," says Dion. S. W"ells Wil-
liams, Il lus ixeex only a first slicaf, 1 amn
Surxe, o! wvhxat the nexc tixirry.four Year, of
tue century will exîxibit. t ità is iiiiieîx,
12everclxeless. The tlîrc or four xnission-
aries tîxcî iii Canton have beeni înxiltiîdied
to, over fouir lixindred, besides feinales-
more titan a litxndred ut Nvlioni are stili lix'-
lxîg, and in tîxe field. Thîey. are working
<lirectly impon the masses i more thxan
twventy eiuics, Nvith, many out-statioxîs be-
sides. The single tippir x'ounx ii a hxong
iii Cantonx, v4lxere the Cîxinese ber icu o!
])r. Mforrisoxi ivas lîeld, lias expaxld tto
scores of cîxuircîxes andt dlîaîels, schinols and
lioslxîtals, in xîll of wvhicli the trutu is mîade
known continuxally. Txecouiverts are li.w,
indeed, conipared with. the erowids ot tbeir
1>'agan couxîcryxuni ; yet tlîe tlîrce tlîosaxd
and more whlo are nxinibered ox i dx mis-
sion records give their witnebs for the fui-
filmient, of tie pro>lxecy, 1Thesîx fronti tuxe

1land of Sinim.n Three of tixese, have testi-
lied wxith, tîxeir lives or iniprisonnient to the
trtîxl and the valne of tue princip)ies thiey
have professed. In prinxing axid disseuni-

langScr ixres and religioxns houkab the
adace ,!,st kept pace witlî the oulier

branches of thxe work; so tîxat ixxsxcad of
zstealtbuly briiging iii a copy (if tîxe Bible
at Canton iii txc bottin ot'a trnnk, ulioxis-
xunds of copies are sent froxu. tîxe Iiniiug
office in Sliaugi,,,ac, printed iii our dilcrent
sizes of tylpe. These have becîx earricd
throngli ail the large towvn of Nortierx
China, and pxîblicly sold by foreigixe!râ ini
the Street. In 1866 two uxîca :doxie bohd
over twenty thîotsand New iestaicus
aud other books in their înissionary totirs
-sonctimes selling two liuxdrcd or tweu-
ty-five huxxdred in a single eity.

.Muclx anxiety has been feit for some
montlis on accounit of txc circular of
the Chixiese Governmcnt with respect xc
missionaries, and their interférenîce wixl
the civil authorities. Itw~as pretty wcll lin.
der6tood that the wvholc difficulty axose frontx
the infamous plots and intrigues of the
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