
ARTICLE XLII. IÇoTiÇE of the Occurrence of the Pine Gros1beak
aud Bohiemian Chatterer, near 3Montr:cal: 3
W. S. M. 1) UR L-, SQ.

During the severe weatlîer ai. the begrinning of this xuonth I
met witli a large Ilock of iPine Grosýbeak,-s, (PyrAhzda enunclealor.
Selby,) aud Bohieniian Watxwingrs, or Ch attt±rers (Bomzbycilla-
garrula. Flcm.) on the M.ouintaini about haif a mile beyond the
Priest's Fari. They were feeding in coinpany on the bennies of
the M-Nouiltaiin Ash, and I suceeeded in shootiug a maie and
feinale of the Grosbeaks, but was not so fortuuate, as to obtain
any of the Chatterers. I have, however, seen several specirnens,
-ivhich wvere shot, lately, near the " back river " by a Canadian,
and iio% in the possession of Mr. Brooine, of the Natural Iistory
Society. At first they %vere quite tarne, and allowed me to go
close to thern, but aften I had fired ai. tlîem, tbey becaîne mnuchi
more difficult of approach. I found the Grosbeaks for several
successive days feeding in the same place, but the Waýtx-.vingis
disiappearied after the second day, and I smw no more of them.
The red plumage of the Grosbeaks, snd the pointed crests sud
yellow tippled tails of the Chatterers, rendercd it easy to dis;tin-
gurUic h two species fromn eacli other, even at a considerable,
distance. It hiac a pretty effect, on a, bitter cold day, the
Tîiermoneter being soie, degrees belowv Zero, to, sec these beauti-
fui and hardy birds, picking off the bright-red bernies, the
Gro-sbeks cling-ing back downwards to, the branches, like Parrots.
It NwLs al.Ro peculiarly interesting to an English Ornithologist, to
behùld two species deemed sucli rarities at home, feeding, in
numibers within a fewv yards of iîn. The two specimens I shot,
wben skinned, had a strong, odloun of lPrussic-acid, derived fromn
the pips of the Mountain Asli berrnes with which their stomachs

Scramîned, sud their throats were full of the pulp and seeds
alone, as they dexterously squeeze out. thc seeds and pulp,
rejecting the skins, which are scattcred over the snow, in great
quaniities under the trees Nvhere they feed. There -was a consid-
erable ainount of oraurge-coloured fat on their bodies, shoiving
that they thnove on the fane they had found. The last Lime I
saw thc Pute Grosbeaks, wvas on the 2Oth, when I observed the
flock fiying about over the place where 1 firsi. met with them, and

believe they stili continue in the neighibourhood. As far as I


