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dom, though the natives residing in the vicinity of the Forts often
apply to the wives of our servants to tint the qulls with imxported
-dye-stuffs.

The Rabbit.-(Lepus .zlnericanqes).

This animal, so essential to the welfare of the Ohipewyan na-
tion, is sprcad ail over the District, except upon the barren-gYrounds.
It is subject to periodical failures, wvhich occur with great regularity,
and ivhich cause no small aniount of privation and suffering to the
Indians, when they happen. When the animais are nurnerous,
the Tinné tribes of the McKenzie valley subsist altogether on
thom, and the skins furnishi almost entirely their wvinter clothing
-robes, shirts, capotes, mittc»s, and socks being made, ivhich
afford a sufficient protection agaînst the most severe cold, thougli
they do flot form lastinggarrnents, as the hair falls out very quickly.

The Mooýe.-(1lces .Arnerieanus).

Is foundý, in greater or lesser numbers, throughont the wooded,
portions <if the District. Its food consists of the coarse grass of
the swamps, and the shoots of varioius kinds of willows. It pro-
duces from one to two at a birth. In size it is rather larger than
a horse, and a buck in its grease will weigh as bigh as 800 lbs.
without the offal. When in good condition the flesh is sweet and
tender, and is highly esteemed as an article of food, but should
the animal be poor, or have been snbjected to, violent exertion,
previously to deatb, the nicat is scarcely eatable. The nose or
moufle is considered by some the greatest delicacy of the North-
west, contesting the palm with Bear's paw, Beaver tail, Reindeer
tongue, Buffalo boss, and Sheep ribs. The Indians sometimes
snare the Moose; and in the spring, -%hen the action o? the sun
has formed a thick crnst upon the snow, they drive them into drifts
and spear thern in numbers. It is not a gregarious animal, and
to hunt it requires more skill than is necessary in the pursuit of
cither Reindeer or Buffalo. In the winter, 4br some tirne before
the hunter cornes on his chase, he removrs bis snow-shoes, and
despite the thermometer many degrees below~ zero, sometimes
takes off his leggins; lie then makes bis approach cautiously, cut-
ting sucli twigs o? willows as may be in bis way, with his teeth,
and avoidîng when possible, dry bruali, and flalen timber. As the
8lightest unnanal sound is sufficient to frigliten this animal, the
chosen period for ùunting it is during the continuance of -a heavy
gale of wind. Puring, the rutting season, which, happens in the fali,
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