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The Breeder and Grazier,

The Calving of Cows.

Tuw carly portion of Spriog is the most advanta-
geous lime for the caiving of cows, and our stock
farmers wifl pow have to be on the alert In reference
1o thia very hoportaat departrent of thelfr srt. A few
prac.ical bints may, therelore, not be without thelr
iuterest and seasonnble application.

The gestation of the cow eomprises about forty oy
forty-one weeks, seldon varying more than a few days,
and a3 the expiradon of this period approaches, the
appearance and stato of the ammals should bo fre-
quenly and cavefully oberved. A cow sboutcalving
should be separated from the herd, and ba.e & warm,
quict place pssigned her, nath dry. comfurtable bed-
ding, and a moderate supply of suitablo food. A disten-
tion of the udder, the falling of the Bank, snd other well-
knownaymploms of approaching labor, should be care-
fuilly obrerved, and preparations made accordingly, In
our changeablo climate, early spring isalways more or
Ycas attended with cold, sharp winds, and serious mis-
chief sometimes arises, both with cows and cwes, feom
their being exposed atso cnucal o imo to thesr cluil-
ing and debbitating influences.

When the operation of calving actually begins, then
signs of nnessiness and pain appear, a little elevation
of tho tail is the ficst mark; the animat shifks about
from place to place, frequently getting up and lying
down. ag if got knowing what to do with werself. She
usnally continues some time, tilf the naural throes or
pains como on; and as these suceeed cach other
regular progress. the neck of tho womb, or os uferi,
gives way to the action of ity bottom, and of its other
parts. By tuis action the contents of the womb are
pushod forward at every ibroe, tho water bladder
begina to show itself beyond the shape, aud to extend
till it becomen the size of a large bladder, containing
several gatlons; it then bursts, asd its contents are
discharged, consisting of the Lquor amnios, in which,
during gestation, the calf floats, and which now serves
1o lubricate the parts, nnd render the passage of the
calf easier.  After the discharge of the water, the body
of the womb contracts rapidly upon the ¢all; in a few
succeeding throes or painy, the head and feet of it the
presentiog paris, ave protruded externally beyon:, the
shape. The body next descends, and in a few pains
more the delivery of the ¢all s complete.

In natural presentations, that s, when the two fore,
feet and the nose of the calf ean be distinctly felt by
gently inserting the band into the uterns. but litle
extra assistance is regquired. Nature, if left to ber-
solf, wiil, under sach conditions, generally expel
the feetus,  The trestment, therefore, is very simple,
and the natural throes or paing should be allowsd to
go on without any intevrapiion, and the result. in
most instances, will be as rapid and <atisfactory as is
desirable.  Dut where the water bladder breaks early
in calvisg and before the mouth of the womb is safll-
ciently expanded, the processis oftea slow. and &t isa
considerable time before any part of the ealt makesis
appearance.  In that si ua ion it will be necessary to

give some assi tance. which consists in introduciag the
arm into the womb, and Inying hold of the fore legs
till they are brought into the passage graduaily asqigt.
ing at every pain or throe: this heing accomplisbed.
the rest of the business is brought carly to a concln-
wion.  \s soon as the calf is brought forth. ts nostrilz
shauld inmedintely be cleansed from the adhering mu

cus, the mouth opened. and swhen i¢ bas breashed freely,
it may b carefu Iy rubbed with a wisp. and thea pre
sented to its mothur. who will a1 ouce lick it freely
with her tongue. whicl acts both as byush and enrry-
comb most advantageousiy,  Ina fow minntesitshon @
be Bfted up. be supported. and enticedd to snck.  If it
aucks freely very tittle danger Is to be apprebended.
and tho dam nnd calf may be safely jeft togo her

Warm waler on'y should be given to the cow. and her
food ebould be of o mild and nutritions character,
avoiding cold roota or the like. The catf should be
TeR with the duam at Jeast three days. in order that @t
may draw i's food at first patarally, and as it is
required. By thiy time the first wilk, or « beastlings,”
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acting osa gentle purge, will have passed through {ts
bowels, c’eans'ng *bess of all mucus; it may then bo
safely removed and broughbt up by hoead.

In'cases of wrong presentations, the cow should Le
cacefully exawsined, Uy foserting tho bare arm as far
a3 possible into the uterus, Upon ascertaining the
position of the calf, such judicions means raust be
adopted to get it away In tho beat maaver, the judg-
ment, formed by expericnes, may dictate. la a pre-
sentation whers the hinder paris come first, the calf
may accastonally be drawn away ; but, gencrally, in
such presentations, tho legs are doubled backwards; it
is then necessary to push thoe ealf back fnto tho womb
ar cat-bed, and, if possible, turn it, or get torward the
loga, for it cannot come forth doubled upasitis; in
cither caso it i3 o most diffienit task to get it away
safely, and often resuits da the death of both dam and
ealfl In extremely violent coees the womb, or call
bed, will frequently protrade and fall down. This is
a very diffeult thing to restore, with safely. to its
{n‘u ¢r place, oning so the contined pain of the cow.

t ebonld be well washed in warm water as guickiy o8
pozsible. before it s much timo to swell, nod, with
double fists, it should ke Grmly pushed into the uterns,
whero it must Lo secnred by strong lgaiures sewn
across the opening. The cow showld have a sirong
dese of landanum o quiet her for some bours, se that
the ¢alf bed may bave time for the swelling to sub
side. Subgequently glve her g little warm wato~, with
some meal stirred in.  This sbould be given repest-
edis, bul spanngly, so a3 a0t 10 foad tho stomach. No
Leating or any pargative drenches shonld be given,
and everything done to keep thoanimat perfeetly quiet.
The cleansing or atter-birth, usually comes awav in a
fow hours, and generally requires bt hitle atiention.
If, howerer, it should becume necessary to draw
awny after the lapso of several days, tho operation roe
guires to bie performed with muel judgment and care.

When tho cow bas bad a protracted and difficu t
calvigy time, sbe wil require careful treatment. In
common natural easea she will bo soon all right : bt
in difiicult cares, brushing of the belly and loing witha
«isp i3 said to bo serviceable, and gentle walking ex-
ereree for o ehort time in tho open air. whea (he
weather i3 warm and fine.  Gruel and cordial drinks
may also be oecamnnaliy given. The latter moay con.
sist of a quart of ale mixed with sugar or treacle, nod
difnted with water, and given warm. The old “cow-
teech’s” drenel ia—1 oz aniseed, powdered. 1 oz aul.
phur, ditto, 1 0z liquorice, ditto, 1 oz diapewe, ditto.
1 oz long pepper, given in o guart of warm ale,

The oli barbarous practice of duving o cow about
while, or just hefore ealving, is now, bappily, ex-
ploded, except in very benighted situations. It was
ignorantly believed that such extreme exercise facilic
tated the operation of calving. whereas ifs tendency
was the exact contrary, and many o valoab e anunal
hiag been lost by such noreasonable and inhuman treat-
ment. A cow in ope pasture will wsnally leave the
herd, aurl seek amo sequestered place for ealving, an
ins inct which ciearly points ont the necessisy of quict-
ness in our treatment of her at this eritical period.

Milk fever, or dropping, alter calving, iz one of the
most dangerous diseases attending partnrition and un.
tess umely arrested. will vory soon prove fatal.  Cows
in bigh condition are wery liable to this complaine,
eapecially if they are kept close, and laxnriantly fed,
previons to eatving. The symptoms wsually show
themselves wi bin two or three dags after ealving,
sometimes within a few hours, They are known by
the cow shifting about from place toplace . frequently
fift:ng np ber logs, with a wild appearance in her ey,
and unless the disease isarrested she witl. after a while,
tagger and fall down, The usual reconrso s to take
three or fonr quarts of blood from the anmmal, and
promote the natural evacuntions by Epsom aalis.
ui re, &e. This and other discases. however, canno?
be suecessfully treated. except by the merest aceident
by inexperienced parties. and thecefore we wonld
strangly advise our readers (o employ duly qualificd
veterinary surgeons in all cases of serions disease
whethier in the cow or horse.  Unforiunately, such aid
i3 nat at present available in most par's of this conn.
‘ry: and. ax our stock i3 rapidly increasing, in both
vinber and quality, and. conseguently, in money
vatue, it is much to be hoped shat the efforts now
mak:ng by onr Board of Agriculiure. in imparting
Veterinary instrugtion, will supply, by degrees, this
wide-felt desideratum.
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Do Animals Reason?

Do arimals reason ? 1 have no doubtthat they do.
That they have memory is certain. They can be in-
stricted up toa certain point. Whatiscalled the “eun
ning of the fox™ is nothing but hisquicksagacity. A
multitude of stories——even cnough to make quite a vol-

ume—could be gathered Hlustrating tho sagacity of

tho clephant, the borse, the dog, nond other animals.
Even tho stupid ** ass knowotb iis master’s crib.” A
fox Las been known—g0 I have been told—to carry
of o small pig. In course of his way back to the
woods ho had to cross o deep ereck, setting up feom
the sca. o could jump over it bimself. But could
he jump over it with the pig in his mouth? That was
tho problem to bo solved, e wentoff a little way
and camo back with a knot, a piece of broken lmb,
in his mouth, Tt was just chout as heavy as his pig.
» Now,” says he, “if I can jnmp across this creck
with this koot in my mouth, I alse can with the pig.”
fa & moment e gave the Jeap ard over be went. ile
then lald down Lig knot, jumped bach agaln, seized
his pig, and stood a moment a8 i weighing and com-
panng the two. 1o besitated but » moment, when
presto! he was over, pig and olt,  Was this not rea-
svping ond logic? Could a plulosopher ora divine
bave drawn o wore aculo isference?

A dog bad been accused of Killing sheep.  ITe and
his ma-tor wore very fond of cach other. Itwasa
long time ere the owner conld be made to believe the
ill report about bis favourite. At last be was con-
vineed that puor Rover wos guilty.  As ho could aut
bear to Kill him Limself, be came into the room one
morning and said, * Peler, you may take the dog
afier breakfast and shoot him. Mind and kdf um
dead.”t The dog wasin the room and beard st, In
an instant he darted ont of the room, and nasoff in a
<traight line. No alling or shosting coutd canse b
*o turn his head.  Straight as an arrow hie shot across
the lois and went out of sight.  Every hour they ex-
preted bim back. At night be sould certainty come.
But no, be never rebaracd?  Many months after this,
his master was riding in n wild, lonely place.  Just
a3 he camo between the two banks through which
the road had beuen cut. ba saw poor Rover standing
on one of the banks, Hi» heart yearned towards Lis
ald friend, and be spoke to bim very kindly., Lt
Rover's heart was hardened. He gave one grewl,
snapped bis teeth af bis old master, and again gcumn-
pered off at the top of bisspecd.  His master never
saw him ngain! Unforgiving Rover! Thy muemoery
way good, thy will was s'rong, und thine anger laste
t H

%no more example. A neighbionr of mine had »
very knowing cat  Of course Tab was a great
favourite with all the family. At ntime sben Tab
had u family of kittens, beautiful kittens too, and
whea it gscemed a3 if it was too much for herto tako
care of them, one of thewn was yiven away toa neigh-
bour. Little Lit was carried off in a basket. and
warmly welcomed. In a day or twe, the door being
opencd, in walked Mes, Tub, wlho st'zed bher hiven
and made off with it—seeming delighted 1o findd her
enld. In abont three woeeks she came back again,
tugging her Kitten, and lasing it down at the tevt of
the mistress of the honse, seemed to say : “ Madume,
thig kit wag too young when yon $ook it before . it
needed my care.  Bal now it tins grows ap and can
aot along very well. Yon may now have it.” With
that Mes. Tab walked off, leaving ber kitten and never
returning for it.— Rev. Dr. Todd.

The Diminutive Cattle of Drittauny.

Larrie cows of thig breed are becoming auite fash-
icnable in England, and some have been imported
here.  Some innuiries nddressed to the dmerican Ag-
ricalfurist are answered by ap extract from Mr. | hiat's
report of the International Exhibition of 1861:  The
tittle Bretagne cows pleased me exceedingly.  Stand-
my only about three feet high on thelr logs-—the
most fushionable beight—most black and white 3 now
and then, but rarely, a red and white; they ave as
docile as Kittens, and took pretiy enough to become
the kitchen pet of the hard ‘pressed mountain or hitl
side favmer, with the pastures tao shott for a grosser
animal,  Ten pounids of hay will suffice for their lim~
ied wants for twenty-fonr hours, and they wonld
cvidently i a seven quurt pail a8 quick and tong as
any other cow. {hoso pretty cows will often hold
oul in milk. so the herdman said, from fifieen to eight-
teen montba after calving, and often hegin with the
first ealf with six or seven quarta a day. The horn is
fine, not unlike the Jorgeys, but smaller and tapering
off gradually, and the cscutebeon ot milk mavks of
Guenon generally very good.  Good cows are beld
feam 60 to 70 dollars o hiead, o fancy price of conrse,
but Tam not sure that they would not pay six per
cent, on the investment a9 well asfaney stocks” ™ It
would be an expensivo matter to import many at tho
present rafes of exchange, when good cows can bo
bought for S50 to $850, and are worth a3 rauch as
they cost fur beef,



