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ticablo, drilled at the samo time.  On wet or very
damp land I found that the winter frost killed far
moro of them when exposed than did the summers
sun, and at the sxme time left theland ina good
atato for spring seeding.  Very much depends how.
ever on the sort of plongh usell. I plonghed a field
ono spring and gowed the one half of it in peas, sum-
wer-fallowing the other hall, [ eross<plonghed the
sortior on Wl h the peas bad been as soon as the
atter were off, the following spring.  The fiekl was
literally covered with the poits, so I purchased one
of the improved No. 4 plonghs, and ploughedst again,
‘The land bunyg tov wet for hatrowny, [oue day set
my odd tean to plough with enc of Gray's iron
ploughs, The result was that where the hron plouzh
worked there were atterwands plenty of thisties,
while after the No, 4 tiwre remuned enly alew mehly
plants,.— i1, W

*

Coxl Ashes.

(T tls DX r of e Cavany Fanurnr)
Sir.—Would you Lindly answer tho ifollowinyg,
through the Fanyer ?

1st. Are coal ashes a Lenafiz to land, and if so0 in
what proportivn to woolashes ?

2ad. I not a Lauefit, ave they o detriment toland *
1 burn two coal stoves and one wood stove. lin
ashes are al! put together in the ash-pal and empticd
around in the garden, aad T have been told that { am
injuring the land by ss doing —Yours truly,

A Senserrson.

[Coal ashies cansicd larg Ty of silex and silieates,
and are very detisient in e, With wood fr-hes it
is quite the reverve. The followmy stalement shows
the propartionate quantities in each—

Coal Ashes (nunons). Oak Ashes (Liebig).
Lime ..... .. . . §36] Lime. c. . B
Phosphatea 439 1 Potaxl 565
Siliea .. T84 Bilia 3UY

It will thus be seen that woa? ashes contain about
aix times as much lime 23 coal ashes, whereas, in the
latter the silien predominates in even greater pro-
portion. Now curizin plants, as the oak, the apple.
the pear, cte., contamn hittle or no siiiea, while the
back of the chetry, grape, cte, and the s4ff glazed
stem of the ceraals abound in tha article ; henee we
conciude that, whilst to plants of the former closs,
cod ashes may be of httic or no vaiue, {o the latrer
they arceinvaluable as furmshing tho very constit-
tuents that enter zo inrg -y 'nto thvir compoadion, As
we hinted before, coal ashes can ad any rate do but
little, if any, harm, and when, as in the caze before
us, they are mix:d ©5 30 Iargn an extend with wood
ashes, their fortilizing proporlies are we think,
placed beyowi doubt, Ed. C. F.]

-4

Tie Mooking Bird.

«xoass * wsre g .

To tie Edityr of the CaNapa Fanmrn,

Lp, - Ieis intrath, atreat of no small magnitude to
“listen to the mocking-bird,” but T fear your cor-
reapondent, Charles Mnold, is in ervor when he
asscrts, in your last imprewion, that the enjoyment
of that treat is aceessible to the inhabitants of the
neighborhood of 'ans.  IHesays that « the mocking
bird and the thrash (by the way the mosking-bird ix
a thrush) uever [ail to build their nestsin the
branches of an \ustrian ping,” in that locality.

Now T never heard of the ocenrrence of the Turdus
polieqlottus, cven 23 a casual visitani, in Canada.
Wilson informs us that it is ““much more numecrons
in thosc Stales south, than in those north of the
Delaware,” and 1 do not think it approaches our
Dominion nearer than tho New England States, al
though I nerd searcely add that we should hail with
delight a migratory visit from =0 unrivalled a song-
ster.

I cordially sympatluzo with Mr. Arnold in his
vemarks respecting the desimbility of planting ever-
greeny, and read his article on that subject with
much pleasure.

VINCENT CLEMENTI, B. A,
Peterboro’, Feb. 24th, 1874, ,
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Meotnz of tho Duit Crowers’ Association of
Ontario,

Tho Trmd G-owers held their winter mecling in
o City Hall, Hamilten, on Thursday, the 19th,
tfeliy., 1578 There was present alarge number of
wembers, repretenting near iy all parts of the Provinee,
We noticed mmbers from Prince Edwavd and Onta-
rio Counticstaking an setiveinterestinthe discussions,
A sk gratifying proaf that fruit growing is attvact-
ng attention in the eastarn patls of the Province.

The mevting was called to order ad about cleven
o'Jock, by the presudent, Rev. R. Burnet, of Hami'-
ton, and after tho usual routino business, proceeded
to consider the subject of Pear Blighe. 1t appeared
{from the remasks that were made, that whilo some
places, indeed very many, had wholly eseaped Iast
qummer, or sulfered only very slightly from this
<ause, in other places thoe blight had been unusually
fatal, destroying, in onc instance, as much as seventy-
tive per cent. of the bearmng trees. This disease of
our pear trees has Deen more or less prevalent for
about forty years, and hasbeen thesubject of consider-
able mquiry or mvestigation ; opinions have been ad-
vanced with regard to its canse and cure, too numerous
and conflicting to admit of recapitulation here ; ex-
periments of great dwversity and exhibiting no small
amount of ingenxity have been tried upon it, and yet
the disease seems to reranin shrouded in impenetrable
mystery.  Those who have been most puinstaking in
their researchies have confessedly been compelled to
chang: thewr views with wegard to 18 as dften as once
ayear, and seem tofecl more than ever, that they
have no certain ground to stand upon. Apnlications
and operations thad seemed to promuse success, and
that for some years appeared to prevent or ward off
tho attacks of the bhight, have suddenly failed, and
the disease swept through the plantation with fearful
fatality, as though the angel of death had been com-
missioned with & work of extermination.  As might
be expeeted, the diseussion on this subject was long
and caracst, the experiences and experiments of mein.
bers most amusingly diversificd, aud the conclusions
reached wholly inconclusive,

Tes, unsatisfactory as this may scem, and dis-
couraging to those who have been contemplating the
planting of a pear orchard, and who naturally hesi-
tato to embark in an enterprise which promices to
end so disastrously, thers has been no reason to com-
plain of the results of pear growing as a wholo, to
those who havo undertaken to grow the fruit for
market. Srid a gentleman to the writer, when show-
ing his fino pear orchard, once fine, but then just
blackencd by a most destructive visitation of tho
blight, *“ that orchand of pear trees lovks like a very
poor investment, and it is indeed Qiscouraging to sco
the trees dic in this way just after they have come
nicely into bearing, and when they might be expected
to coutinne to bear for many years to come, but that
arehid has paid me the best of anything 1 ever grow,
it kas paid me well and [ shall procced at once to
plant ancther.””  One thing is cortsin, so long as we
have this pear tree blight to contend with, pears will
mwt be vay likely o be srown in excess of the de-
mand.

The mecting next proceeded to diccnss the affection
known as the ref in plums, and to endeavor to ascer-
tain what varictics were least liable to the rot, and
what were the best wethods of preventing its appears
ance. I'lio opinion seemed to prevail that no variet;
way wholly exempt fromn rot, but that those whic
bore ther fruit in dense clusters suffered most se-
verelysand that generally the Dawsen piums suffered
less than the larger and lighter colored sorts. Nothing
definite wasreached as to theeause orcure of this aflec-
tion of the fruit. Mr. Roy, of Berlin, stated that Glass’
Scedhiyg Plum did not grow i ciusters and therefore
was not subject to rot.

Considerable time was given to the consideralion
of the best varictics of plum for market, the soils
best snited to thewr growth, and the best methods of
protecting the plum trees from the borer, and much
very valuable iuformation was clicited from the ex-
pertence of members on these pointa.

Another honr was spent in the consideralion of the
Grape, the best so1l for its cultivation, the best pre-
paration of the soi! previous to the planting of tho
vinesand the best method of pruning and training.
My, Bauer, of amilton, brought a vine to themect-
‘ng and demonstrated to the members his methods of
prawng. ‘The discussions on these subjects were very
mtcresting, and made it very apparent that consider-
ahle attention is being given to the cultivation of the
vine, and that with usually very satisfactory results.

‘Ihe president exhibited to the meeting the medels
warded to the Association at the exhibition of the

Awerican Pomalegical Socicly, last auturon.  Four
of these were of silver, and one of bronze. Uponone

sidz is embossed n l-keness of the venerable president
of the American Yomological Socicty, Marshall Pinck-
noy Wilder, and on thereverse, a very artistic wreath,
within wiich is engraved the presentation to the
Ontario Association. It was very gratifying to sce
that ina competition with the States of the neigh-
baring Republie, Ontario should carry off so many
silver medals, and take the lead in both plums and
hardy grapes.

There was present ab the mecting as a delegate
from the Morticultural Socicty of Western New York,
Me. E. Moody, of Lockport, N, Y., whose preeence
added much to the intercst of the occasion. le gave
a very interesting account of what was being donein
the way of frnit growing in Western New York, Tho
county in which he resided, the conuty of Niagara,
had received for the fruit crop of 1573, upwards of a
million and a quarter of dollars, and while thoso
countics which were chiefly engaged in manufac-
turing, had suffered severely {rom scarcity of moncy
during their financial panic, conscquent on the failure
of Jay Cooke & Co., in that county moncy had been
abundang, so that they had been able 2o lend a help-
ing hand to adjacent countics that had been less for-
tunate.  That experience had shown that fruit grow-
ing wasa profitable business, and that the demand
for good fruit more than kept pace with the supply.

The seerotary stated that the report for 1875 was
now printed, and would be mailed to all old and new
members as rapidly aspossible,  That an edition of
four thousand had been printed, which it was hoped
wonll prove to be suflicient.  Also that the report
of 1872 had now been mailed to all, the delay having
been occarinred by the unexpected increase of mem-
bership, which exhausted the first ciition, making it
necesswry to scbup the whole report a second time,
and prind off & second edition,  The veport {or 1573
is repleto with very valuable information, and hands
somely illustrated with a colored lithograph of the
Salem Grape. A plant of tho Salem Grape, and of



