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Hatching Eggs.

W, H. Tuldd, the veteran poultry breeder of Ver-
million, Ohio, writes to the Poultry Bulletin an ac-
count of his expericnce with eggs that have beeh set
and do not prove good for chickens, tho expericnce
may be valuable to some brevders and has been as
follows:

I began to set eggs the middle of February. Set
Light and Dark Brahmas, Bufi'and Partridge Cochins,
Kept breedmg-stock on lugh dry ground, m comfort.
able quarters, with open ticlds for a range; five to
cight hens wath each cock, according to Ius vigor and

activity.,  Dark Brahmas hatched an average of 75
per eent., Light 50 por vt Pattedge Codluas, 333
per_cent , Lafly, 12} pue went Nest buaes wore
16 inchies squaare, with 3or Findhes moist ashes o
parth in the bottom ; nests of fine shott oat straw,
amd placed nine (g3 umler ach hen,  Contmued
setting o large number of hons through February and
Mareh. Light Brahmas soun hatehedas well as Dark,
70 to 90 per cent Nudwmprovanaut with the Coclun
eggs.

“ February aud March were very colld and severe,
especially Marcl, dunng wluch fonls would not
senture vut dours 5 hienee they got httle exerase.
Beunyg contined 1aysudt with slluess much of thus tune,
tho feeding and management of my towls ful to
others, who I fonnd carcd well fur them i every
particular, except over-feeding.

“Learmng tho faillure of my Cochins to hateh, I
deternnned to ascertam thoe cause and correct it if
possible. The fuwls were all laying well and had a
good variety of gram, vegetables, shells, meat and
soft foold. A visit to my yard soon convineed mo of
tho cause of unfertilo eggs. I lound my Coclins—
the Bufls in particular—tat cnough for Christmas,
and the appearance of the tflait indicated & looseness,
caused by constaut overfeeding, obesity, and want of
exercise. I ordered them to be puton **half ra-
tions " at unce, with very hittle meat or corn, but
plenty of broken hones and shell.  Fed twice a day,
cooked mush in the mornings, of oat-meal, bran and
tuarnips, and a little corn-meal 5 mn the afternoon, corn,
oatg, buckwheat and wheat mixed. No more at each
feed than would bo consumerd in five minutes or less.
My feeder smd tho *fowls would starve, they acted
s0 hungry,” but 1 permisted ; 1 hept my fowls hghtly
and hively. Lovseness disappeared, and atter spring
opened and tho fusls had plenty of exerese, cggs
hatched better.  Those set m two wecka after chang-
g feed did better ; i four weeks one-half hatehed,
and m six to eight weeks 75 to 100 per cent. hatched.
In the caso of my own tunls, I know that where hens
and cocks are healthy and vigurous, bad hatchig,
whether from unfertilo eggs or partially developed
chicks, may be caused by over-fattemug, aud the in-
activity resulting therefrom, and steady cold weather;
or too fuw hiens with an amorous and” over attentivo
cock. Tho same feed and ticatment was given to
Brahmas and Cocluns.  The Dark Bralmas hewg
less voracious and more active and venturesome mn
mclement weather, took muie excrase and kept in

ood breeding conditiun,  Light Brahmas eaereised
ess and fattened more while Cochins feed moro
greedily and grew fat. [ notweed that many eggs had
partially formed chicks 1 them wiich died m the
shell, and I tind that nothing so weakens tho vitahty
of eggs, or chicks, m Asiatics, as high-feeding and
want of exercise. Suchsalso the caso with horses,
cattlo and all quadrupeds. Besides Asiaties, I had
no failuro with the cggs of other breeds, though I did
not begin to set them till spring opened and the fowls
had freo range. ‘Throughout the season 1had chicks,
ducklings and goslings hatching two or three times a
weck under sheds and in buildings, and May and
Juno exposed to the effects of thuuder, mn all stages
of incubation, without perceptible myury; and in
these months of frequent thunder storms, eggs
hatched the best, ranging from 50 to 100 per cent,,
with seldom a dead hird in the shell. I noticed one
tustanco m particular; mmne good eggs were set under
hens, in box nests ou the ground; two days before
hatching there was a scvere storm with very heavy
thunder—result—seven fine goslings, and noné dead in
the shell. So far as I have uotxccﬁ. hatehing was not
affected by changes m the weather, except by extremo
cold, with too many cggs under & hen, and extremo
Lieat, dryness, whero a hen wassetting in a close, swel-
tering lot or chamber, but dryness can bo avoided by
using grass sods and most earth, and occasionally
sprinkling tho nests.  The scason has been dry aud
hot since April, but with the proper coustruction of
nests, and care of eggs (keeping them from drying
too mugzg my success in hatching all varieties has
been good.”

Siock Fowls,

There is probably no farmer or house-wife who
fecls moro helpless when any class of animals are
affected than when the fowla aro ill. There needs to
be much information disseminated on this aubject. A
very common disease among fowls 18 thus treated by
a wnter in Land and Water :— All tho featbered
tribe arc naturally liablo to take cold, more par-
ticularly whilst very young, and the adults during
tho trying scason of moulting. Tho carliest sym-
toms are slight loss of appetite, drovping of the tail,
and a clear limpid dischargo from the nostrils. Itis
entircly due to datap, exposures to cold winds, and
imperfect housing ; but there are mnlucing causes fre-
yuently wmbined , fwmproper and ausuthenney  of
foud 13 one which materially aids 1t by rendenng the
system poor and weak and incapalle of resisting or
shaking off any kind of hardsiup, however light.
Biceding in and in, that is from stock related to cash
other, is another means by which artuticially reared
familics ato certain to becume weak amd theé seed of
various discases quickly sown, and the constitutions
degenerated with an inevitablo certainty, Seeing
therefure, the means by whicht tho stuck is to Lo pre-
pared for resisting the simplest disurders should an
attack como upon them in the furm of a cold, takca
few cautions “for removing the cause, if it can he
found, by extra dryness of the soil upon which they
rest, and taking special care that they are not in tho
vicinity of stagnant moisture. Thero are few cases
of simple catarrh that will not speedily yield to a
little more generous feeding than they have Deen used
to.  Crusts of bread soaked in spiced ale is wonder-
fully eflicacious, and should bo given in addition to
other meals if they will t‘p::rtako of so much. If the
birds havo not been carefully looked after in the first
stages of the complaint it invariably runs into worse
condition. From the clear discharge from the nos-
trils ag beforoc mentioned, it hero takes the most
offensive forms ; becomes thick and clotted, stopping
up the nostrils ; and the cavitics of theair passages
being highly inflamed, continuo to secreto the dis-
charge. "The eyes also becomo inflamed, and a frothy
sceretion exudes from the eyelids, Tho face and
cyclids at lenﬁh become awollen and the bird cannot
sce to feed. Here we havo a troublesome case, and
if the bird is valuable it should be at once removed
to warm in-door quarters.  'Wo do not hesitate to say
that thero is no moro contagions disease known to the
feathered tribo ; and any bird so attacked should be
immediately removed from the rest. ‘Thero is no
doubt the disease is communicablo 1 various Ways,
such as drinking out of the samo water-vessel, the
liquid being contaminated by the discharge. 1In the
same way tho food they peck off the grass in
their runs _holds upon it some of the matter coughed
or sncezed up. It is only with birds of value that
real attempts at cure should be made, which should
be to purgo out with a doso of castor oil first. Bathe
the head and nostnls with a warm, weak solution of
carbohe acud, keepg 1t from the bird’s eyes. When
tho matter 13 freo from the nostrls, slightly syringe
(with a small syringe) somo of the solution up the
same. Well dry the feathers about the head and
neck. Pills of tho following parts should be always
at hand, and one, night xmﬁ mormng, administered
while the birds arc ill ; Quarter of an vunce valenan,
quarter of an ounce of cayenne pepper, quarter of an
ounco of lobelia in powder, quarter of an ounge of
gum myrrh; make iuto forty-cight pills.”

Ea.m'ef Pigeols.

Thoe following observations will e welcomed by
our readers, as they are from the pen of Col. Haassard,
who contributed 8o ably to our Poultry Department
for somo years, and wo hope will do so again :—

Theo variety of pigeons known as carriers are now
bred entirely as fancy birds, and are of no use except
a3 auch. Their value being dependent on therr
points as laid down by fanciers, which standard it is
very difficult to breed up to. I have proved they arc
very strong on the wing if allowed to fly, and 1 be-
hevo that if trained, tho third or fourth gencration
would **homo well” They would probably lose
their fancy points aud hence be valueless on that
score.

The carriers as a bird used for the purpose of con-
voymg messages i3 an entircly different bird, being

robably a cross with the owl pigeon and an Enghsh
dragon, or carriers of former days, and are crossed
again with the owl, or a very similar bird in many
respects and generally known as the * Antwerp car-

riers,” or in England now, for shortness, often called
“homers.” Mr. Tegetmcier has written a very able
work, prico_one shilling, on this subject, which I re-
commeinl all concerned in this very interesting bird
to purchase,

t is well-known that in consequence of tho use
found for pigeons during the Irenech war, both
French aud Prussians have established prgeon stations
where the Linds are under the orders and caro of the
government ofticers —engineers I beliove.  Poasibly
the English Governmens may begin some day, but
the telegraphic covnmuaication throughout England
being so perfect, it is thought it could hardly be of
use ~ 1 am not of this opinion; but think that cer-
tainly in Canada pigeons mighs be of use in many
ways, as thero s a vast extent of conntry without
telegraphie communieation,  Acenlents happen to
trains, awd o pgeon det fly might explun the where-
abouts in a uul\ﬁmbhb day attcr o suow storm.  In
places where no tulegraph esists they could be
trainad to fly to the nuarest station, so that if at o
few telegraph stations pigeoins were hept, places not
yet wired eould heep up news across tho lakes
alo, awd in many other ways,

Lam willug 1o adot that they would vun risks
from hawks and gunnicrs, tuo numcrous to mention ;
but if the late nr..gistrate of Margate, Keut, as nar-
rated hy T. M Eaton, could get (before the tclegraph
was invented) the leading witicles of the Morning
Post cvery motiing froan Loudon, (70 nules or 30), a
goul deal could te acomplohed Ly Turds similarly
trained, and when once sl to the juurney and un-
der way, hawks would Lavo cnough'to do to catch
o bird flying at the rate of a nale a minute, and gun-
ners would have to shoot quick.

Homing birds require n) moze attention than com-
mon, unless to ho used as flyers, when they wounld
requiro & room, loft or aviary with traps ; but they
breed well and often are very hardy, and last, some
may say, not least, make goud pies.  If people keep
a few binds, even in an outside box against the wall,
they wmight find it useful to keep homers, even if they
donot train them long distances. 900 miles hag been
done; §00 is dome every year by the Belgans, and
shorter distances can be relied on perhaps with more
certainty.

&

Embdon or Bremen Geese,

These beautiful aquatie binls, were first introduced
into this county in 1821, at which time they produced
quite a sengation and for ycars thereafter brought
fabulous pricvs.  They were imgfrted direct from
Holland ; but the appellation of Embden is said to
have been obtained from the town of that name in
Hanover In cunversation some time since, with the
editor of the CGterman agricultural paper of New York
city, we learned that a similar breed of geese are bred
i or near Stettin, Germany, and have their origin in
that neighborhood. .

Wo have scen, on scveral oceasions, very fine
specimens of these geese at the New York State and
other fairs, but the most magnificent birds of these
brecds wo ever saw, were shown at the New York
and Connecticut State Poultry Exhibitions last year.
If wo mistake not specimens were shown at the former
show which weighed, dressed, at nineand tenmonths
old, from twenty to thirty pounds,

The flesh of these geese is very different from that
of our dumestic variety, neither does 1t partake of
that dry character which belongs to other and more
common kinds, but is as tender and juicy when
brought to thoe table as that of our wild fowls, and is
less liable to shrink in tho process of cooking.
Epicures wer that the flesh of these geese is, when
Fro perly cooked, not inferior to that of the Canvas-

hack duck,

They aro the most beautiful of all geese, and, ex-
cepting the Toulouse, the largest. Indeed, the rivalry
between the two breeds is so close that many contend
that the palm of size as well as of beanty belongs to
the Embden. The young aro casily reared, with very
littlo care, in almostany section of the country. They
have been bred to weigh, at eight months of age, from
twelve to sixtecn pounds when dressed for the table.

Mr Hewitt, an cminent breeder, who favors this
variety, says :—*The Embden goose has prominent
blue cyes, 1s remarkable strong in the neck, and the
feathers, frow near the shoulder to the head, are far
moro curled than is scen in other birds. The plumage
is pure white throughout ; bill flesh color, and legs
orange. One of their great advantages is this :—
That all the feathers Neing pefectly white, their
value, where many are kept, is far greatér in the
market than is ever the case with colored or mixed
feathers. The quality of the flesh is about cqual with
the Toulouse ; but the Ewmbden is the carlicr layer,
aud frequently rears two broods in one scason, the
young ones proving as hardy as any with which I am
acqumnted."—Rured Home.




