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and management is one of man’'s best friends,
proves, when assailed by him in any way, a
terrible adversary. Allusion is made to this by
Moses in his story of what befell the Israelites
in their wilderness sojourn : * The Amorites came
out against you, and chased you as bees do, and
destroyed you." The strength and force of their
sting is such as to ecnable them to pierce the
skin of the horse and other large animals and
kill them. Their ordinary speed when in flight,
is from sixty to eighty miles an hour, and they
have been known to fly past the windows of an
express train when travelling at full speed in
the same direction. The manner of attack is
to dash straight at the object aimed at; and
commonly, when excited by the presence of
some unknown spectator, and especially by the
intermeddling of some undexterous or mischievous
person, they will attack the face, aiming espe-
cially at the eyes. When, therefore, the thou-
sands which inhabit a single hive are aroused
by the sound of alarm. well understood by all
the inmates, to repel an invader, they sally forth
with a courage and determination which none
can withstand, attacking their foes on every side
with a fury it is impossible to resist. King
David must have witnessed just such a scene,
which he reproduces in his description of the
fierce attacks, the determined onslaughts of his
bitter and unrelenting foes :
passed me about . .
like bees.”

“All nations com-
- they compassed me about

Somewhat recently, the mishap of a porter in
handling a box of bees in transit by railway
created an arausing and rather alarming scene
at the station. There was a general stampede
of passengers and officials flying in every direc-
tion, chased by the infuriated bees. It was only
when some one, skilled in the management of
bees, catching the queen and placing her in the
box, restored confidence and quiet, for, flocking
loyally to her standard, the whoie colony returned
to the case, which was in due time forwarded
to its destination. But even this was a small
affair compared with what is related in ancient
history of persons being driven from their habita-
tions, and the inhabitants of an entire towwn being
compelled to flee before myriads of bees. AElianus
who flourished about 200 a. 1., gives an instance
of this in one of his seventeen books on animals.
Mungo Park, too, the African traveller, mentions
a modern instance which took place near Dooproo:
‘We hid no sooner unloaded the asses than
some of the people, being in search of honey,
inopportunely disturbed a large swarm of bees.
Them came out inimmense numbers, and attacked
men and beasts at the same time. Luckily, most
of the asses were locse, and galloped up the

valley ; but the horses and people were very much
stung, and obliged to scamper off in all directions.
In fact, for half an hour the bees seemed to have
put an end to our journey. Inthe evening, when
they became less troublesome and we could
venture to collect our cattle, we found many of
them much stung and swelled about the head.
Three asses were missing ; one died in the even-
ing, and another next morning. Our guide lost
his horse, and many of the people were much
stung about the head and face.’

The fierceness and unrelenting eruelty of the
ancient Assyrians, and the terror with which their
swarming multitudes filled the inhabitants of the
lands they invaded, have caused them to be liken-
ed to bees in their much dreaded attacks on such
as have aroused their anger: * And it shall come
to pass in that day that the Lord shall. hss for
the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers
of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of
Assyria. And they shall come, and shall rest
all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the
holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and
upon all bushes.” The *hiss’ was simply a call,
in allusion to the note of the queen bee, as
she issues her royal mandate to her ever loyal
subjects to prepare for action. It has also
been supposed to allude to a custom prevailing
in very ancient times in connection with bee-
culture, or honey-raising in the neighbourhood
of rivers. During the dry season, a number of
hives would be placed on a flat-bottomed boat,
in the charge of an attendant. Very early in
the morning the boat would begin the day's
voyage, gently gliding down the river, the bees
sallying forth with the sun to colleet their golden
stores and deposit them in their several hives,
which they commonly know by some mark.
The innumerable flowers on the banks of the
rivers oftered them a fine harvest-field. At the
approach of evening, the well-known whistle or
"hiss' of the care-taker—a decent imitation of
the queen’s own call—would bring ther back to
their hives in multitudes, when the boat would
be paddled back to the farm or other place of
rendezvous.

As an article of food, and as a much-valued
and even royal luxury, honey has been used
from the remotest ages. Nor was it much,
if any, less in request as a healing medicine
for both inward and outward application. And
though it may have fallen somewhat into disuse
in these days, when many good things are over-
looked, and when the artificial too often supplants
the real, it may be safely predicted that the
wide and rapid spread of bee-culture will induce

a return to some of the wiser uses and methods
and forms of adafnon employed by our early
forefathers, as well as stimulate to the néw appli-



