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For THE CANADL&X BEE JOURNAL,

Limliting the 8rood S8pace During
Harvest.

N page 311 in your comments on Mr, G. B.’

@ Jones' interesting article, you say: “One
point in connection with this subject
which your arguments go to prove; is that where
there is very little fall pasturage, bee-keepers
should invariably confine the queen to a very
small brood space during the honey harvest, so
that a large number of useleas}bees may not be
raised to become consumers at the close of the
harvest.” Thus you have stated in a single sent-
ence 9 conclusion which there is & small volume
of facts to establish, besides the facts argued by
your correspondent. Indeed you strike at once
upon the key to the problem of the most success-
ful bee-keeping in nearly every portion of the
Northern States and Canada! And if bee-keep-
ers understood the matter, as they surely will
ere long, there would be a radical change in our
methods as well as in the kinds of hives that we
would use. There are some parts of this coun-
try as well as, possibly, a few localities in Cana-
da, where thers is usually a continuous honey
" flow throughout the season, in which a large

brood nest is d :sirable, and we never can have
too much bro>l or too many bees. But more
than nine-tenths of our bee-keepers do not re-
side in these favorable localities, and it is clearly
manifest that more economy is required for
sucoessful bee-keeping in the less favored locali-
ties.

This economy can all be brought by the proper
control of brood raising. Now, who can tell
us what is proper and what is not in regard to
brood raising? The editor says—‘'the queen
should be confined to a very small brood space
during the harvest.” How small a brood space?
This is a vital and all.-important question, next
after the advisability of contraction of the brood
nest, that is now admitted by all the ablest pro-
docers of comb honey in this country to be
nec:ssary to the best results. Some have ad-
vised to confine the gqueen to only one brood
comb; some to three, five and six L. frame, so
that it seems to be by no means settled how
much contraction- is advisable. After 8 years
of experience, in which I have gone over this
ground fally and repsatedly, I have decided that
it doas not pay to carry the contraction too far;
that about 80o- square inches of brood comb
space, or the equivalent of 6 L. brood combs is
the best, taking all things into consideration,
For the past four years I bave used a small
brood chamber seven inches deep, containing

large enough for the queen from the firsé of
June to the first of October, but too small bY
half for breeding up in the spring. It is ‘l;'o
just right for a swarm to give best results 8
comb honey. For spring breeding I use two st0f
ies with protection, and am able to get bot
stories full of brood by June 1st, when I h"‘V'
all the bees needed to gather the crop of Whit®
clcver—our source of honey. The queen is the®
smoked down into the lower storey, & wood-zin°
queen excluder put in, then the section surpld®
and then the upper storey containing part of th®
brood. Ina short time the brood all hatches 0u¥
and the combs will be filled with honey and seal*
up. The work in the sections goes on at a W08°
derful rate, and the largest yields of comb honeY
any where reported this side of the rocky mou?’
tains, as well as some of the finest, was obtaiﬂ‘d
by this practice.

After the c>mb honey is removed the
upper storey may of course’ be extracted
there is a prospect of fall honey; but this
year I left it for the bees, setting nearly all the
full stories down upon the queen excluder aftef
removing the sections. In a few colonies the quee?
had the full range of both stories, the queeﬂ
excluder being removed. Now for the result
which will doubtless interest Mr, G. B. Jonoé%
The colonies in which the queens had full rang®
eat up most of their honey in the upper storey’
and had to be fed for winter, but those that b
the queen excluder between the stories cam®
through to October apparently as strong in bee%
but the upper stories were still as full of honeY
a8 they wzre when the sections were removeé‘’
It seemed the bees would not break into the seal
stores above the queen excluder, while in the
hives without the queen excluder there was #
little bood raised in both stories and the hone¥
mostly used up. There had been possibly mor®
brood reared in the hives not having the excld’
ders, but if there had been, there were no mor®
bees in these hive than in the others on 1st Ot

A good friend of mine wrote me not long Si“c:
that he thought a queen excluder a ‘““nuisano®
and was unable to see any advantage in a hi?®
80 shallow as to necessitate a queen excluder, i?
working for comb honey. But if it is best t©
resort to a contraction of the brood nest in co®
honey producing, then a queen excluder is the
cheapest and the best mode of effecting the €08,
traction in oconnection with a proper size a8
shape of hive. This eystem of operating hive®
aleo obviates the building of burr combs as co®”
pletely as it 18 possible to avoid them with thick
top bars, or any other known way of prevanﬁ““
burr combs. Many colonies will not build#



