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sheets, fike the foum of 3 buge wave upon the rocic | 1ssistauce of tha Holy Spirit to enable us to pray as|Lord, to do justice and judgment, that the Lord may

beteath.  Fuere were times when it was impussible |
to t_)fea!he;—- our guides stopped almoest every wstan!;
hesitated and discharged tneir wuskets as siguais to
Us S but the furious wind would sliow nothisg to be

eard,  ltseemed asif part of Mount Lebanon had
fa‘len, and was rolling down like a torrent of rocks.
Lhie torrent had all at once becomean immense river,
hnrrying along with it, huge masses of stone, and the
wrecks of the tempest.  The wind soon alter, slto.
Eether feli” '

For the Colanial Churchman.

ON PRAYER.

Prayer js the breath ofthe spiritus] life in the soul.

Y it every grace is exercised, every sin opposed, every
lessing obtained ; the whole soul revived, strength-
ened, und iuvigorated for the Christian race. By it we
obtain trye peace of mind,—that peace arising from
a calm, and entire resting upon God, for the suj ply o
all our wants and from the casting all our care what-
Yer it may be,upon a kind conmipassionate and Almighty

riend, who willingly sustains, relieves, and comfarts

Us,  High is the privilege of prayer, which turns our
Yery wauts to our advantage, leading us by them into
& constant intercourse with God, and keeping us in a
8piritual and Heavenly slate of mind. And with what
.1}'41‘ confidence may those approach God, whose whole
il s a diawing near to Him. Whea tiouble, or af-
'ction assails them,they can take to themselves this
Pramise, ¢ Call upon me'in the day of trouble and I
)wll deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.' Again,
. %0d.is our refuge aud strength, a very present help
In troyble.’ .
He who has kept up this heavenly intercourse on
earth, is prepared to euter into the blessed society a-
Ove. (iod is wot a stranger to him, but bas long
fown him. His Saviour is his. tried and constant
friand,and what abappy life does he live.whose prayers
8fford him constant communion with Gud ! he may
. calmly, and cheerfully, pass thinugh all the trials, snd
troubles, of this life, living in the most exalted, und
eudearing friendship with his Maker ; having a con-
Mant sup; o't, and a hidden but solid joy, fiom intes-
Course with Him ; possessing an ample resource in
€very circumstance here below ; and the expectation
of everlastivg happiness with Him, ¢ at whose right
90d there is pleasure for evermore.’
N order to render our prayers acceptable to God.
I essentially necessary, that we deeply feel owr
:"’lk, indigent, and helpless state, and, with the ear-
;ltnes.s of drowning Peter, cry out, * Lord, save us,
& perish ! and if we have no feeling of our spiritual
Poverty, and necessities, our first prayer should be for
1S feeling.,
of G e must also have faith in the beirg and goodness
wil od. He who has not ascriptaral knowledge of God
is foocver feel disposed rightly to spproach Him, It
in :}:th' the gift of God, realizing the views given us/
God e Bll.)le, of the power, wisdom, and goodness of
cesa:bOf his continued presence, and of the way of ac-
near y Jgsus'Chnst,-—whlch excites the heart to draw
us, g to hlpl, in full cocfidence that He hears us, loves
ful ﬂ:‘d will help us. And what can be more delight-
Pas an thus to come (o Gol, as an Almighty, com-
;‘rhna{e, and reconciled Father in Chiist Jesus, in
w‘p ull conviction .that he loves us ; and because be
Ayl 'l" us, will deny us nothing that is for our good.-—
VOieme prayer comes from faith like this. It is the
ode‘ﬂiul expression of faith. 'We must * believe that
seelc 18, and that he is & rexarder of all that diligently
bim.” ' T faith in the presence of God we must
llrm:'n undr:ubted confidence in the faithfulness of his
the dlses. This confidence is perfectly consistent with
our ]eepest humility and the most entire distrust of
e are Yes. It isthe very nature of faithf}xl prayer, to
It sage ‘Chmt with all, and leave every thing with him.
berey. Lord, here are ull these sins that I have done:
wit .arg all the temptations that [ have to strugple
i al) -‘h.ere are all these corruptions to subdue ; l:“ re
behol ;s work to do, and I arn a poor helpless thing;
thoy o, bumbly lay it all upov thee ; and I know that
of the anst, and th&?u hast told me thou wilt, take cate
thon, d:‘hme' Itis th_y gracious office to do so ; and
thee » lightest to do it ; Lord I cast all my care on

n

It s also esseptially nece:sary, that we have the

we ought. ¢ The spirit alsn helpeth our infirmities.
For we know not what we should pray for as we
ought, but the Spint itseli’ maketh intercession for us,
with grosuings which cannot be uttered.”  We have
the promise of this help, in many parts of scripture.
Qur Lord says to bis aposiles, ¢ the Comforter, whicl
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
pame; he shall bring all things to your remembrance
whatsoever I have said unto you.” ‘The Holy Spirit
en'ightens the understanding to shew us what we
ineed, and sanctifies the heart, so that we desire what
is really good for us. e removes our natural ig-
worance and blindness ; shews us our great and alarm-
ing darger, and inclives us, eainestly to seek deliver-
ance. He directs and guides our minds to tight end:
in asking.  He intercedes in and with our heurts a:
the throue of grace, suggesting to us, and offering uj.
in as tbose desires, arguments, and pleas, whict
wonld otherwise never have srisen in our minds. He
excites Lely drsires, raises boly expectations, and
works holy affectious within us, often secretly inclines
us to pray, and helps us in praying; giving us clear
perceptions, a ready utterance, and an humble con-
filence. Let all seek then, by earnest entreaties, for
this heavenly influence, and we may fully expect to
obtain it : for theie iv an express promise, that‘our
Heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit to them
that a:k him.’

We also have the promise of the interces<ion of Je
sus Christ. ¢ He is at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us.”  All true believers,
all the children of Ged, in general, have the fruits
and benefits of Christ’s intercession. And O ¥ how
great are the advantages of this interces.ion, when
we consider the dignity of the persen who intercedes!
He procures the hearing and acceptanee of our pray-
ers. He plesds the merit and power of his blood.—
How sure we may be then bhe will obtain what he
asks when he pleads that be died to procure it. By
what has been advanced, we may easily judge whether
the prayers that we offer up to God, are such as he
requires of us, and consequently will accept ; or
whether they are {us there is great reason to fear with
very many) meve outward forms tosatisfy the con-
science.  This, if trusted in, will prove a dangerous
delusion: it wil net advance us one step towardsHea-
ven. 'The Lord will say of such, ¢ This people draw-
eth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me
with their lips, but their heart is fur from me.’

: M.

ON THE DUTY OF STUDYING THE BIBLE.

In tha Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent,
our Church teaches her nembers to pray, ¢ Blessed
Lard, who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ-
ten for our learning, grant that we may io such wise

them, that by patience and comfort of Thy holy word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope
of everlasting lite, which thou hast given us in our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.’

Resder, if you profess to be a member of the church
of Chiist, it becomes you to ¢ Search the Scriptures,’
babitually and daily, with fervent prayer for the help
of the Holy Spirit. ‘The command is express, the ob-
ligation universsl, and tte benefit immense. What-
ever situstion of life you may fill, there is something
in the Scriptures that concerns you; something which
itis infinitely important that you shculd kuow and
remember, -

Parents, Heads of Fawilics—read the Bible for
your own sakes, and for the sake of your children and
servants, God expects that you will not only read it
in private, but that ycu will also instruct your families
in the knowledge of it.  He requires you to keep the
words whieh He hath commanded, in your heasts; to
teach them diligently to your child-en; to telk of
them when you sitin your house, and when you walk
by the way, when you lie down, and when yourise up,
Deut. vi. 6,7. How then can youlive in the neglect
of family instruction and prayer ? or how can you
iustruct your family, it you yourselves are wilfully
ignorant of this book ? If yeu have hitherto neglected
this great duty, neglect it now no longer. Remem-
ber what the Lord says concerning Abraham, ¢ | krow
him that be will command his children and his house-
hold after him, and they shgll keep the way or the

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly diges:|

hring upon Abraham that which He ha:h <puken of
him.> Gen. xviii. 9. ~ Remember the determination
of Joshua. sxiv. 15. ¢ As for me and my house wa
will serve the Lord.” Follow these bright examples.

Children. —You, also, should read:the Bible, not

merely as a task~book, but to become wise unto salva-
tion. 1 know even young children who like to retire
by themselves, that they may read this blessed book,
«nd pray to God in secret, Jesus says, * suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not.’
And again, ¢ They that seck me early shall find me.”
The child Samuel early sought the Lord. Josiah was
only eight years old when he did that which was right
in the sight of the Lord. Jesus, at twelve years old,
was found in the temple.  Timothy knew the Scrip-
ures from a child, Inthem you willread about Jesus
Christ,—how he became a child for you, and how
kind he was to childreun: there you will learn, also,
‘hat it is your duty to love one another, and love and
obey your parents snd teachers. See Ephes. vi. 1,2,
3. Col.iin.20. 1 Johniv. You therefore should
read your Bible,

Young People.~ You must read the Bible. You are
about to enter the world— you will there bs exposed to
innumerable dangérs and temptations ; and ‘ where~
withaltshall a young man cleanse his way but by taking
'heed thereto, according to God’s word ?’ Psalm cxix.
9. David was wiser than his enemies, and had more
understanding than his teachers or his elders, because
he meditated on God's testimonies, and kept His pre-
cepts. Ps, cxix, 98, 99, 100. O that I could prevsil
upon you to imitate David’s example ! It would keep
you sober-minded, and give & right d:rection to all that
warmtb, and ardour, and zeal, by which youth is distiu-
guished. It would preserve you from innumerable
sins, give you peace of mind, and lead you to eternsl
glory. Whatever your companions say, let me entreat
you to read your Bible:

Sercants — You also should read yourBibles. Per-
haps some of you are in hard service under severe mas-.
ters. The word of God will console you in the worst
service. ¢ Thy atatutes,’ says David, ¢ have been my
songs in the house of my pilgrimage.” Ps, exix. 54.
There you will find an account of pious servants—you
will see how faithfully Abraham’s servant obeyed bis
master ; Gen. xxiv. how a servant-maid was usefu} to
Naaman, the captain of the King- of Assyria’s army;
and you will see the punishment of 8 lying servant in
Gehazi. 2 Kings v. There you will see your duty
fully poiuted out and expluived, Gol. iii, 22.—25.—
Ephes vi. 5—8. Titus ii. 9, 10. You see, therefore,
that you must read the Bible.

Inshort, allclasses of men and women, at every age,
in every situation, kings and subjects, ministers and
people, husbands and wives, psrents and children, mas-
ters and servants, rich and poor, righteous and wicked,

rosperous and unfortunate, learned and unlearned,
even all kind of persons may, as Archbishop Cranmer
says, ‘ learn in this book all things, what they ought
to do, and what they should not-do, as well concern-
tng Almighty God, 8s also concerning themselves and
all others.’— Church of England Tract:

From the Christian Guardian.

We are happy to anounce that the Society for Pro-
moting Cbristian Knowledge, st the suggestion of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, has consented to grant
Ten Theasand Pounds for the instructioniof the Ne~
groes ia the West Indies. The Society for thc Con-
version and Religious Instruction of tbe Negroes bave
granted Five Thousand Pounds for the same purpose;
the whole of which is to be placed at the disposal of
the Scciety for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign
Parts.

To win Christ is the greatest gain ; to know Christ is the
sublimest knowledge; and to live upon. Christ is the hap-
piest life, ) :

None are 60 humble as those whe know and experienco
mostof the grace of God in truth ; as the fullést and best
ears of corn always hanglowest towards the ground. ‘

. The world looks at ministers qut.of the pulpit, to knaw.
what they mean when init.. ’




