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Bo it remembered then, that we attach ample efficacy to the blood
of Christ. His death and resurrection constitute the immoveable hasis
upon which the whole of our religion is reared. * We are justificd by
lus dlosd,” in obedicnce. We are not saved by faith alone, repentance
alone, beptism alone, blood alone, hope alene, the word alone, the spirit
alone, nor by any other thing alone, avy more than Noah in being
saved ** by water” was saved ¢ by water” alone! As “ man does not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth
of God,” so we ‘¢ purify our souls” not by any one thing alone, but
“in obeymg the truth;” because in obedience we arz the subjects of
the concentrated energy of all the gracious means appointed for our
salvation.

It being a divinely attested truth, that ¢ e that believeth and is bap-
nsed shall be saved,” that is, pardonced, the behever receives baptism
gs a divine PLEDGE of pardon. He does not think that baptism par-
dons him, any more than faith or repentance pardons hirn—nor does he
think that baptism, any more than faith and repentaace, cleanses him
from sin! He believes that the blood of Christ through faith in re-
pentance and baptism cleanses him from sin ; that God pardons him
through the blood of Jesus in obedience! and hence, the act of obedi-
ence which is specifically for remission, becomes the pledge of his
pardon.  Elence, baptism being for remission is truly the  answer of
agood conscience I’ Has Jesus said that * He that believeth and is
baptised shall be saved 1" ¢ [ have believed,” says the bbedient per-
som, and been baptised, and therefore as certain as there is veracity
iin Jesus, amn a saved person!”—Saved too through the efficacy of re-
deeming blood ! He is justified, pardoned, accepted ! His guilt which
Lhad lain heavy on his heart, and pierced his soui with a thousand sor-
rows, has departed.  “ He has loved me,” says the nappy convert,
““and washed me from my sins in his own blood.” Ask him if he now
feels guilty 2 he will answer in the negative! Ask him by what means
he knows he is justified 7 he will tell you ¢ he has the word of God in
proof of it I He believes he has been pardoned, not because he feels
happy, but he feels happy because he believes he has been pardoned ;

d ms cvidence of pardon is the word of the Lord. He trustsnot in
a0 inward impulse, in a burning flow of the animal spirits, nor in any

the suggestions of a * heart deceitful above all things, and despe-
tely wicked,” as an evidence of acceptance; but to the word of the
ord recorded in the New Testament, confirmed by innumerable mira-
les, and sealed with the precious blood of our beloved Redeemer. Is
ot this & sure foundation? On this then the genuine believer builds
o present acceptance and for eternal salvation.

Frern.  The Holy Spirit destroys the power of sin.  If we would
njoy salvation or pardon, after having been made the pariakers of it,
e must enjoy also the influences of the Holy Spirit—we must drink
ito the spirit of God. The Spirit must strengthen us with might in
ke inner man. 'The more we shall be influenced by the Holy Spirit,
te more “ spiritual strength” shall we have; the m.zs nower 105 re-
it the devil ;” to * fight against our bodies ; to “ crucify the flesh ;™



