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open ponds and brooks in seavch of otter
and beaver.

One March morning two boys, Arthur
and Fred Harley, the one about 16 and
the other 18 years old, were spemding a
few weeks in a settlement on the porth-
cast coast of Newfoundland, shooting
the northern bivd known as the great
salt water duck,  The coast, abont twenty
miles or so from the settlement, was said
to be haunted by wild dogs s indeed,
these animals had sometines  aetually
dashed throngh the village in their search
for foud, frightening the inhabitants old
il youny., Ouee they seized a little
boy not far from his home and tore him!
to pieces, so that every one living there!
was in mortad dread of the  vicions
ereatures,

.

The two boys xet out early in the’
morning, their intention being to shoot
seal in o cove about ten wiles div o, |
They took with them a heavy gun . 4,
a pair of snowshaes, a pair of <kates and ¢
enough provisions for the day.  The
course lay aeross e stretell of bleak bare.
rens covered with snow, over which one-
could not pass without snowshoes, as the’
crust was thin and brittle ¢ and asalong,
chain of ponds and lakes stretehed along |
in the same divection for twenty or thirty
miles, they brought along their skates.’
It was u clear, cerisp morning, and two
hours’ travel, now on snewshoes, again
upon skates, hrotght them to the cove,;

direction of the hoys, their noses thrust
in the air snifling.  There were probably

"about sixty of them, all long, lean brates,

with shaggy haiv, sharp noses, rather
short ears and shy, skulking eyves.  For
a fow seconds they ram back and forth
on the beaely, theiv heads now turned
down, but constantly keeping their eves
upon Avthur and Fred, who began to
retreat back into the bushes,  As they
neared this shelter they saw that abouta
dozen of the dogs, some of which were
large, and evidently the leaders, made up
the hank, followed by the rest ina com-
pact body,  Then from all theiv throats
came sharp erying noises, somewhat like
the erving of a dog and the yelping of a
wolf combined 3 the tumult vese and fell,
the Teaders commencing the ery and all
the rest following,

It was very pliin that the pack was
famishing with hunger, for the snow in
all the region for 100 square miles about
wis very deep, and the veindeer, hares
and rabbits had gone further south where
they could find fowd,

piereing howls and yelps went hackward
to the rear of the pursuing party. The
boys immediately threw ont  the old
cartridges and put fresh ones into their
double harreled guus, thendashed onward,
for the cirele of dogs had widened us the
heasts took fright at the veport of the
guns,  They succeeded during the panic
in making @ headway of a couple of
hundred yards and broke through the
cirele s then they wondered why their
pursuers wll erowded together about the
hody of their dead comrade, hut they
soon saw that the famished ereatures had
hegun to devour it,  Only cight or ten
of them, however, could feast at the same
time, and after much yelping, biting aud
jumping, those who were not engaged in
eating again started off in pursuit.

They were growing bolder and bolder,
not @alloping away so far ahead as they
didd at first, but coming diveetly for the
two young hunters, and they approached
them somewhat in the manner of @ fawn.
ing tame dog who is afmid to approach

The brothers made | his master, walking in a  crouching

sure their guns were veady, and Arthuy, ! manner, with fore legs thrust out and

Iaying his hand upon Fred’s shoulder,
said ¢

|

muzzle down.  They never looked steadily
at theivintended vietims, but thrust their

“ Now, these brutes are going to attack | heads from side to side as if trying to

us i he carveful about your aim.
when 1 tive,
get too close,
two charges ;

vau five at the right and 1
will take the

left.  If we can keep them

Five ! reach them unawares.

for we must not let them | the hoys’ guns were loaded with seal shot
. t 0 - .

We ean get four from our and would earey effectively sixty yards,

|

The cartridges in

so s soon as the more daring ones came
within range four more shots rang out

There were several seals hobbing up amd seaved off till we can get up tothe ice wejover the snow.  This time two of the
down in the clear water and they: shot | can easily eseape on our skates.”  They  animals lay dead and one of the others
three or four, but the wind having veerad both turned, stood and faced the oncom-) went hobbling and howling away, Fred
50 as to blow off land, they conld not ing pack, but as soon as the ugly aninals | having missed with one of his harrels,
obtain their prizes, and so left the place  saw them, they stopped coming din»ctl_\'*. The whole hungyy tribe at once formed in
and set out across Island Head, about five s forward and spread out to the vight and ; two divisions aronnd their dead comrades
miles further on, heeause they knew thatjto the left, then moved onward with the x and, as before, began feasting.  Then the
in tne shelter of this cape there was atvintention of surrounding them.  Secing: boys discovered with great consternation
bight where they conld always tind bottle-! their move, the boys ran as fast as they | that they had no more shells loaded with
nose  divers and hig salt-water  duck. {could up the slope, but they had nojseal shot, so they were obliged to put in
They used their snowshoes for only aisooner started than the most unearthly  those having small duck shot, which
short part of this tramp, aslong stretehes eries avose evergwhere in the air from ) would be alinost useless fired into the

of smooth, steel-blue ice lay across almost |
tothe cove,  As they drew near the place
they took off their skates, hung them!
across their shoulders and approached
nuiselessly, for the ducks are very wary.
A thin sereen of serub fir and spruce hid
their approach, and through this theyi
crept on hands and knees to get full view
of the bight; but, instead of seving
clusters of sea hirds, as they expected, in
tuc calm water, between the ice and the
shore, the whole heach scemed to be
moving, and Arthur whispered to his{
younger brother, while clutching his arm:

“The wild dogs! I wonder if they
havescenus 7’ But very elearly they had,
for the off wind had cavried their scent
to the keen noses of the pack, and imme-
diately the whole herd turned in the

| fellows there,” pointing in front.

the pursuing herd, and every dog started
in pursuit at o long, loping gallop,  They
soon got ahead of the fugitives, and there
the two stood in the snow, surrounded
by ereeping, half-eronching beasts, who
seemed afraid to rush upon them diveetly,
but tried to approach them by stealth,
with their lolling tongues and hungry
eyes, whenever their backs were turned.
“They are now within range, Fred,”
stid Arthar; “you take those two- big
€«
I
will take two on this side.” Both at
onee presented, taking sure aim ; then
there was a simultancous report, then
two other shots, one a Ftile after the
other, and four of the mongrels sprawled
upon the snow.  One of them only was
dead, for the three others rose, and with

|

tough hides of these animals,  While
loading they ran with the speed of deer
and they had now reached the top of the
slope.  Here the snow was soft and deep,
s0 they lost a couple of minutes in bind-
ing their snowshoes to their feet.  When
they were ready to start about two-thirds
of the pack had again surrounded them
and began to close upon them from every
point.  They were in terror of letting
the dags get too near to them and ygt did

‘not want to fire with their small shot at

too far a range, so they waited until five
ov six of their assailants had reached
within twenty or thirty paces, then crack,
crack, crack, erack, went the guns again.
A couple of the dogs fell, but got to their
feet agnin almost instantly, and limped
off from the attack, but the noise of the



