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“HYMN TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

‘o And there shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jease:
and a flower shall rise up out of this root ; and the apirit
of the Lord shall rest upon him.”—Isaias, Ch. 11.v.1,2,

Sweet low’s, the farest ever blown
Wll.li’o 8 bnln’; s‘ ovely vale :'dc 2
3¢ tagrance, wide aroun
Perfumes 5\0 wga'a?ng?gale !

By sacred Sion's sainted bands
In strain prophetic sung ;

At léngth from Jesse's regal root
All pure and spotless sprung !

The Heav’ns to nurse thy &eu;iving stem,
Dizlt;ill’gi Lheir.b hta;m : 10
And, hov'ring o’er owe!
The ethetinl spisit fow: &
NotEden, intier bfooﬁ:inf hausts,
Withall her flow’rs so fair, B
Could boast a flow’r 29 ehoice as thine,
Forworth and beanty tate.

’Tmzh%tﬁestem&omhm’zwot,
God’s Virgi

Jpnsd
And he the flow’s, hisr Soa Diving,
Byﬂltl;cgp?_et’s smog. .

Trozh the London Catholic Miscellany.
DIFFICULTIES OF PROTESTANTISM.

ProresTanTiny pecessarily labours under the dis-
advantage of all systems founded on negatives s it
1 instable, because, being only a reformed ereed,
men will entertain adverse opinions respecting the
extent of the original reformation, and suggest fur-
ther improvements ; and it roust always continue
scctarian, because jts very existence depends on
the permanency of that religion from which it se-
parated. To appreciate- its doctrines properly;
you must familiarize yourself wath the tenets of the
church which it impugas; and, were it possible
for these 10 become, as 1t were, extinet, Protestants
must, at once, dissolve, .or, at least, scparate-into
wectarian pasticles, without any bond of unity, or
possibility of perpetuating their doctznes.

Dr. Burgess was quite correct in stating that
Protestantism was an abjuration of Popery ; there
& nothing original gbout itz its ongin was negative,
and caa be trpced tomen wha called themselves
Latholic reformers. The name. which, in fond-
Ress, they gave themselves, sufliciently. testifics the
sature of their opinions, and theirbelief in the Apos-
folic descent of the church, which they wished to
uwprove,  Gircurostances prodyced in them a.more
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daring mind, and the new doctrines which they
promulgated in a spirit of envy and detraction, have
been ever since supported, by a mental delusion,
which has its foundation in popularigvorance. As
long as Catholicism could be misrepresented with
impunity, Protestantism did not want adherents :
men were impelled into its folds by fear, and the

|| Pope was the raw-head-and-bloody-bones which

was being perpetually conjured up to fright the peo-
ple into spiritualipropriety. It is notin the nature
of things that children of dissgnt could maintain
their ground if people were placed in a condition
which would admit them to exgqmine, dispassion-
ately, the claims of the mother clyurch and the se-
paratists. Christiznity is nota thing that admits of]
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neither any Catholic avriter, nor any well instruct-
ed Catholic. He neither suspeets,—as he would
do in any other case of violent accusation,—that
the imputations may be fulsc ; or that the charges
may be exaggerated. Imposed upon by the defec-
tiveness of his early education ;—deceived by = set
of preachers, who are, themselves,the dupes of ig-
norance and prejudice ;5 cheated by works which
are theeffusions of hostility, bigotry,.and interest ;
he lives on, calmly and imprudenﬁ}y, contented and
secure—violating, alike, both his-own prineiples,
which bid him discuss before he believes, and the
res of justice, which coramand’him to listen to
the accused, ere he ventures fo copidernn.  Ido not
suy, that having done this~having studied our re-

improvement : being a revélation it was originglly
perfeet ; and having béen enfopeed by the life, mi-
racles, and deatli ol tlie RedesnggTit iy nothing less
than gross impiety 20 suppose, {02 ¢n instant, that
E would establish a church which f}'x:g'fjlt,' éven by
possibility, need reform—not in diséipline—butin
doétrinal mattérs. “This isen argument which sug-
gests itself, at onee, to every capacity ; which can.
not be resisted, when fairly stated ; and which must
for ever operate against the stability of Protestant-
ism.  Dr, Fletcher remarks

““There are various causes, however,~-although
¥shall not enumerate them,~—~why the Protestant
refiises to investigate the claims, and discuss the
character of the Cutholic Relimion. One of these,
for I will just cite one or two of them,~is the izno-
rarice,~—the strange, the false, the preposterous no-
tiony, which hie entertains of out satred institution.
For, althiouglhi there be, perhaps, nb subject that is
mofe Tamiliar fo bim than that of <Popery,;"—none
'upon which he divélls more delightfiilly, and disser-
tates miote fluenitly, {3 is the constant topic of his
 conversations, and the favourite théme of his invecs
vés}<yet it is trie that there is no one subject
upon which his ignorance is more pitiful, and his

happily but o0 naturdl. For, not oply is the
whole educatioh of the Fotestant~—(1 speak with
some exceptions,}—from the very lapof the nurse
to the completion of his studies in the schools, 2

fisystem of misrepresentation of pur religion, but

every thing, almost, in society contributes to burn:
still deeper upon his mind-the false and pernicious
impressions,—conversations, the Jaws, the pulpit,
and above all—still worse than the sword of perse-
cutien,—the pen and the press.  And, thep, 1o cor-
rect, or counteract, ull this injustice, he never,—or,
at least, hardly ever,—gives himse!f the trouble to

consult any-proper medium (for correet instruction,

notions more erronecus.  The circiinstance, is, un- *

ligion crefully—he will, therefore, be induced to cm-
bracg it. He may not do this : for fiith is the ef-
fect of grace. But, at all events, his knowledge
~will produce this effect : he will no wiofe contemn
| or insult our religion ; and although his sHmity be
1greater, sHlf 5t till be a less stupid sin than itis at
present. Far then, Tike the angel of pride, he wilt
choose between truth and falsehood, between right
and wrong, with 2 knowledge of'the cause.

“ However, such, unhappily, is the cause : there
gre no disorders which it is so difficult fo cure as
the disorders of the understanding. The pass:ons
of the heart may be soothed and rendered calm.
Conflicting interests may be reconciled, and ea-
mities dope away. All thisis the work of tim2;
and time, by degrees, effects it. But against the
disorders of error time has, in general, hardly any
effect whatever + because, still fostered by preju-
dices, and animated by the passions which it en-
genders, error constantly goes on inereasing, azad
ineverwaxes old. Hence, therefore, it is—from tie
fruits of ignorance, generated chiefly by musrepre-
sentation ; gnd from the disorders of the under-
standing, produced by misconception—that the
Protestant refuses, with so much obstinney, to in-
vestigate the character of his parent church.”

The truth is, thst Protestantism, being a reforn.-
ed religion, is, from the sdmission impled in the
term, necessarily jmperfect, and those who think
that it needs further reform have a right, oa the
fundamental principle of Protestantism, 0 adopt
innovations as speedily and as abundantly as they
conscientiously may think fit : hence the crowds ot
sects which distract every Protestaat country, A
plurality of sects begets, iirst, indifference ; and,
subsequently, Infidelity. "When one affirms gt
another denics, both cannot be right ; and when
religion degeneraies into fanaticism, and the wulgar
undertake to interpret the word of God,;éﬁggzﬁcial




