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Tt is quite an ecasy maiter to protest, or
pull down and destroy, an | for this work
n strong combination of hastile aud discor-
«dant forces mny be made, Whaiever
may be tho principles of the parties, and
however discordunt, it is epough,to ensure
their union for the wa.k of destruction,
that they nll feel opposed to the existence
of that which they desire to subvert. But
altes the work of ruin is complete, these
forces, which for a timo were united, ngain
dissolve into their original clements, and
they cannot unite to build up again, in
any shape or form, the scuttered materials
.of the subverted edifice. The sects can
all unite to subvert the Catholic Chlurch,
but they cannotunite to furnish a substj
tute. They all adopt principles, which,
did not Christ protect his Church as he
promised, would really bring her to ruin
and desalation, but they cannot agree upon
aay substitute, in case the ruin which they
desire, were in fact accomphshed. See
their sects, their churches, their doctrines,
arrayed against each other in open an.
tagonism—a war of churches and creeds,
-a war of systems and principles; and no
combination, no agreement, s to what
aro the doxtrines of Christ, or whichis the
Church of Chujst.

{a order 10 prove stitl more conclusive.
ly that the texts of ecripture, which we
have placed under the view of the reader,
.do really establish the tenet, that the
Church professes an wnerring infallible
authoriy,in matters of faith, we have only
to coosider the conduct of the Christian
Church from its first establishment to the
present lime, os manifest in the decrees
1of her Councils, and in the testimonica of

he Futhers and doctors of the difivrent
agus af Christianity.

‘The conduct of the Church, umaried
{rom the leginning. is a practical expesi-
tion of the meaning of these texts of scrips
re, far more enhghtened and cospect,
far more worthy of attention <nd reve-
rence, than all the ingenious criticisms of
modern Bible readess. The clear, ey
plicit and harmonious traditonary festi,

-mony, furnished by Christendem throu-;h~
nut its whole extent, and by each succes-
sive age. is a commentary upon the reve-
Jations of God, and the sense and impor!
thereof, of a credibility, weight, and im.
portanee, such as cannot he counterbal-
anced by any earthly testimany which
«can possibly be arrayed. The opinions,
thearies, views and speculations of the
reformers, were they even harnonious,
instead of discordant, could not weigh as
a feather in the balance agninst this vene
rable trslimony, consisting as it dors of
the combined voices of the Chrix'ian pen-
ple andteachers of every parte € the woild
and al everv age.  Awl even the presen,
Cathelic Chureh, with its unanimans
faith on this point of the unerring autharis
£y of thu Church, presenta to the world
near one hundred and eighty millions of
Christinng, who give the same interpre-
tation to these texts of seripture, ngainst
those who claim tho privilego to think
~more b;sb]y of sheir privalp yndersiand-
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ing and wisdom,*than of the.combined

\ lenrning and wisdom ol“;i\ll nations and

ayes, :

That in the Church of Christ the pass
tars havo always taught with authority ;
when disputes and contests arose among
the Christian people of any particular con-
gregation, ity, or proviace; that the pas-
tors decided the questions in dispute, with
a positive authority, even saying Ana-
thema, to those wao refused to submit to -
their decision 3 that the majority of Chris-
tincs, nlways bowed reverently to these

bellious were forthwith cut off from Chris-

son, ever so litle acquainted with eceles
siastical history, will pretend to deay.
The Church, in all ages, from the
meeting of the Apostles in-the Courcil of
Jerusulem to decide the dizpute about the
necessity of circumcision, to the time,
when Protestants were condemued by
the Council of Treat, has always exercised |
n supreme authority in proposing and ex. |
plaining the Coctrines of Faith, The

tian communion : are facts, which, no per-.
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The Church, in oxercising this au

. ? b

rity so positiveiy.and unequivocally, re-

her unorringly ! She had either received
from her Diviue Founder the right thus
to govern the Church with supreme aus
thority 5 or else,1n the day s of her very
first existence, when her confessors were

langui-hing amid chaine, ami her martyrs

blesding for her doctrines, sha had alrea.

o . Ly usurped a supreme authority 5 changs
authoritative decisions”; and that the re-1

cd the fundamental principles of her con-
stitution as setded by her Founder ; alters

preme authority of Gad's written word,
and the glorious gospel privileges of pri-
vate interpretation ;" .effsctunlly overturns

,ed the wholo work of Christ ; and substis

tuted a system which, in its operation,
saon brought *tall christendom into a
stato of error, superstition, and damnable
wdolatry,’” in which it remained 1ill the
sixzeeath century, *¢ 2otally buried,' and
in which, even since Luther’s reformation,

licd confidently, upon the prowmises of
Christ to be with her, and thoy ¢ the Spic-
it of Truth should abide with her, to guide

cd the rule of Faith ; anoililated the su-!

proofs which establish this position, ase| pq majority of Christians have remain.

3 H - . .
numerous, folemn and certam. H:‘u-" ed, sull continue, and no doubt will, in
historical evidences, confirmed by pohu-:spiw of the sects of the reformation, and
cal and ecclesinstical institutions, and fihecal distribution of Bibles, persevore

licaring the seal of public autbority, thiong
forward to (tlace thes fact beyond dispute,
From ihe assembling of Bishops in the
first general Council of Nice, inthe com-
mencement of the fourth century, to thu
of Trentin the sixteenth, not only the
chief pastors, the Bishope, but other iearns
ed doctors, and cven Emperors and
Princes personally, or by their cepresens
tatives, attended these grand and impes-
ing assemblies, where the authority of |

agsential points of Cathelic Faith weie
sct forth in precise termy, such ng they
had been first taught by the Apostles. and
delivered from wmouth to mounth, (rom
fieart to heart, und by daly practice ex-
emplified, amcng the frithiul of every
couniry and clime,and of every genera-
tiv.  The decisions of these Councils
are matters of historical record.  They
were hailed throughout Christendom as
conclusive upon the points impheated,
They were received with submizsion by
the taithful i oll parts of the warld.
The cu-tom of assembling the Bishops,
as f(ar as persccution alloved jt ta be
practicable. existed long before the first
general Council of Nice, held in 323, for
the condemnation of Arive. Thus we
read of anassembling of Bisnops at Rome
n 138, under Pupe Victor, to settle the
dispute about the time of celebrating the
festival of Baster. We read of other as-
semblies in Palestiae, and in differeut
pattsof the Western Church,

A Counc:l was held at Roma in 251 to
condemn the heresy of Novauan,  Ano-
ther was held in Arabia in 274 to con-
demn the ereor of thoge, who maintains
ed that the sou  died wah the body, and

would he ratsed up together with it at
tho lastday.

In 272 a great council was held at An-
tioch, which depaed Pagl of Samosata,
whn denied the divinity of the Saviour.®

% For theee facta, sro Fleury's Ecclosiasti-
y

to the end of time itselfi  Can <we fora
moment jmagine, thaj, so soon afier the
time of Chnst, and while somd of the
very disciples of his Apastles  still lived,
and occupied the Episcopal Chairs which
had been founded and occupied by the
Ayostles, tho Chirch cowld haye thus
fallen away from Ci rist and begome un-
fit to preserve and propagate the doctrines
of Fuith ! This is absulutely incrediv'e.
‘The Pastors of the church exercised

predecessors, had exercised in their ass
sembly ot Jerusalem, It was Christ who
delegated this authority. It was the
Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, who
spoke by the voice of this authority.—
\When the cturch was disturbed by the
winds of herctical doctrine; when she was
agitated by the waves of controversy and
disputation ; whea the storm raged and
the sea swelled and heaved, and disaster
seemed inevitable 3 lo ! was always heard
amid the din of the tempest and the cries
of alarm, the vuice of Christ himeelf,
saying; ** Peace, be still I and the winds
subsided, the water fell, the dange: dix-
appeared. and calm was restored to the
Christian people.

Tt is an histurical fact that the Church
of Christendomn was aceustomed to hold
Coungils for deciding what was tho Ca-
tholic faith handed down from Apostolic

and jn passing their decreey, they  virtu-
ally testified to the whole world that 2e
authority, w0 decide disputed poinmts with
unerring ceriainty, had been vested in
Mhem by the Divine Founder aof the
Church. This unerring authority was
indispensnble to Justify theic positive de~
cisions.  For witho tan unerring author

they were by solemn qcc'lcsig;slicnl “cens

cal History. Yol. 2 & §.

communications, would huve been most
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times throngh descending  generations, |

ity, thoke pesitive decisions, enlorced as

sures, and spirvual anathemas and ex~
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bold nnd destructive ;Jsu;rpn.limils. such a,
the Church of Christ could not. so soon
afier her foundation. have possibly made.
Forthis would have been the accomplishe
ed triumph ol the ** Gotes of Hull™ over
the Church which Chnst founded, inns-
much as the continued exercise of such
usurped autharity, sulinitted 1o as it wug
by all Cirristinns, would engealt upon
Cathalie, or universal faith, human ersory,
fulsehnuds, heresies, superstitions, and
various principles and tencts, rvinous to
the souls of thoss who believed them —
By this, te wlole Church, both 1eachers
and helievers, wonld have bepn foreibly
rcoted out of Christ, und made fondly
and blindly to follow Satan, s his tro.
plies of victory over Christ himself,

Euch succeeding General Council viea
taally claimed the atribure of tho sars
unerring authority, and each sucéccding
General Council respected and confirmed
the determinations which had been mado
by thuse which preceded.

Through the whole course of revolviag
cemuries, the undicputed existenco and
exercise of authority considered infollible
or unerring, is seen in the history of the
progress of tho Church. Why should
the chief pustors and bishops of the
Cliurch hold Cauncils and issus solemn
decisions if they had not this authority 3
Why should the bishops of' cach succeed-
ing period of timo claim for General
Couucils this same authority ?  Why
should gach such Council profoundly rea-
pect the doteiminations “whith had pre.
ceded, and consider the points involved
‘as finally decided? Why should the
Christian peaple, every where dispersed,
.inost reverently receive these determina-

the chair of Peter presided, aw} the morehhe nuthonty which the Apostles, their “tions and decisions of Councils? Why

ywere those who refused submirsion, al-
, ways cutoff from the communion of the
faithful, and always regarded by the
faithful as really excommunicated? Why
does the present Catholic Chureh, with
ity millions diffused threugh the whole
earth, still reverently respeet the avthori-
tative decisions of these grand, imposing
assembles of the vencrable prelutes of
past times, in which the various dioceses
of Chiistendom were represented by
their chief pastors and rulers ¥ Why
can the sects of Profestants show no
Gereral Council, no assembly of ancient
prelates and bishops, with whom they
can claim religious sympathy and Chris-
tian Communion ¥ Why do all the an-
‘cier.t Councils befong to Catholics, and
their acts and decisions all uphold the
suthonty of the presentCatholic Church !

We are awaro that  Protestants strive
«to evade the toren of thoss arguments,
which, 00 thys ground. are brought for-
ward to show that they nrein a staio ol
rebellion against a just aad divinely can-
sttuted authonty, by resting their defence
upon the written word of God, undar-
stood 1n the sense, and only in th sense,
which they are pleased to put upon it by
theirown ingentous interpretation. But
an nnpartinl inquisor, not interested.to do-
ceivo bimselfy wil] view thingy by the
light of evidence. To such, we eay
that having admitied that Chrigt cstablish:
cd a Church and left with it his revels




