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THE FRENCH CANADIAN HABITANT.

B1 HARRIET J. JEPHSON.

THERE is no peasant se mucli at-
tached to tradition as the Frenchi
Canadian. -Re flnds himself on i,
continent whose moving spirit is
that of progression. The rest of the
American world is more or les
given up teeet-tramcars and

riwy.Factory chimneys belch
forth their smoke, and sawmills rend
the air witli hidcous noises, within
touch, almost, of the quaint, pic-
turesque Frenchi villages whicli lie
nestling te the south of the St.
Lawrence. The contiguity of pro-
gress and puali, of manufacture and
wealth, in no wvise affects the un-
ambitious habitant. fie teexus with
contentment and philosophy. Jac-
ques Bon-Homme has a supreme
belief in himself and his belongings,
lin lis country and its constitution.
A4 pooor habitant (the s9tory gees)
went te Quebec, and ivas taken by
a friendly priest to see the siglits of
the city. In a convent church lie
saw a large painting of David and
Goliathi. Jacques flxed his gaze
admiringly on Goliath. -"Ali !" said
lie, "1what a fine man! " " Yes, "
said the curé, "it is a fine man."
L"&Magnificent" said Jacques; then
Paused. "I C suppose lie was a
French Canadiaii?" '"Bien, oui!"
retorted the priest, not lîking te
disappoint the patriot. - 0 yes!1
Goliath was a Frendch Canadian."

That strikes the k,-ey-note ef the
Frendch Canadian character. Where
i)eople are seif-complacent enough
to believe thexuselves perfect, they
dIo net need to seek improve-
iient, lior do they strain after
Ihigher ideals. The habitant believes
iiiiplicitly in the wisdom of his
forefathers, and remains the moat
l)icture squne and enly historical
figure on the continent of Northl
Ainerica. H1e farms his own acres,
4"wes allegiance te no man besides
his priest, builds his cottage on ',hle
ancient Norman model, and looks
upon ail new-fangled inventions

(s uch as steam-ploughs and threshing-
mnachines) as creations of the evil one.
Aithougli more than a century has.
elapsed since the British standard
was unfurled in the Citadel of
Q uebec, the habitant remains as
Frenchi as his ancestors were the
day they left their cuuntry. This,
too, on a continent where the Eng-
liali, the Inisl and the Scotch
inerge their national characteristies.
in the course of thirty years into
their envirenment. Jacques, happy
in cexning under the rule of a
generouis conquerer, has preserved
his language, bis laws and lis.
religion intact; and hie lias grat-
itude enougli te value the liberty
given hixu by his 7iýnglish mIlens and
te make hixu the strongest opponent
of annexation in Canada.

The Frenchi Canadian peasantry
are descendants of the hardy men.
brought te Arnerican shores by
Champlain oven twe hundred years
age. The patois of the Frenchi
Canadian peasant lias iong, been the
subject of discussion and reseanch;
but thene seems littie reason te.
doubt that it is the dialect s9poken
by his Norma» ancestors twoe
hundred years sago. Conservative
in this, as in ail else, the French
Canadian lias preserved the dialeet
ef lis forefatiiens; whist his French
cousin of to-day lias kept pace with
the times and drifted into more
modern forma of speech.

The habitants of Canada are chiefly
confine&. to the province ef Quebec.
From the Gulf, ail the way up the-
wonderful St. Lawrence, the river's
banks are dotted with innumenable
white lieuses and villages. Enter
any of these, and you find yourself
transported te old-werld and turne-
honoured institutions. Here are
venitable Norman cottages, steep-
roofed, withi dornier windows, wide-
and deep dliimneys, picturesque,
rafters. Cross the road and yen see,
an ove» of ancient construction;.


