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AFTXM -DINNIII SPEflEHt.

Ono hearB Bo frequently, of the
comparative vaIuelessness of Masonie
after-dinner speeches, that we take
great pleasure in transferring to our
columna, from. The (London) Freerna-
.son, the following instrnçtive remarka
of Bro. G. W. Spath, Seoretary of
the Loage of Unity," No. 188, E. R.,
in. response to the toast of his health,
Mt the recent inscallation-meeting
banquet of that famous lodge, and we
request our readers carefuily to per-
use the sarne. Bro. Spath is also
the notedl Secretary of the Corres-
pondence circle of Quatuor Coronati
Lodge, London.

The Searetary, Bro. Spath, said: "W. i.
and bretbren, 1 have to thank you for the
cordiality of your expressions which I feel
deeply. Nothing about Masonry is more
remarkable than ita rnany-sidecuess. Ail
its mambers who are worthv of the name,
of brother are davoted ta it, but for very
divergent ressons. It appeala to thern
each differently. Many are attractea, by
the pleasures of sooiality, the firm friend-
ships forxned, tha broadly tolerant basis
which. perznits sQ rnany men of strongly
marked aina opposite opinions in religion,
politics and national sentiment, to, rally
round aur board ana. hall eachi one the
other by the sacra nlune of brother. For
these menibers the pleasures of social in-
tercourse are the chief attraction. And 1
arn a very long way indeed fromn implying
that their view is a low one. 1 even ques-
tion whethar it is not the highest and best,
as it certainly is the oldeat and original
view. It is just this admixture of creeds
&a classes 'WhiCh lias gîVen risa) te the
other attractions (especia]ly Charity) af
which, I arn about ta speak. Let it nat ba
forgotten that aur charities, noble ana ex-
cellent in every way, are not the original
purpose of Masonry, are not, even now, its
raison detTe, they are the accident and re-
suit ai aur Institution, ana henceforth
indissolubly bound np 'with. it, but tha
Crait existed first and gave birth te the
Charities, not the Charities to the Craf t.
Tharefore let fia man deprecate the brother
for whom, the chief attraction lies in the
pleasures af sooial intercourse. A second
caas is aevoted te the beautiful examplifi-
cation of aur ritua], ana finds its prime
motive power mr. desire tb sea aur ancient
-and quaint carernonies properly carried

onet. Whece bretbren are simply invlkable
I ta us, and faiing thair efforts we shouldl
soon lay ourselves open te the charge of
wasting aur tisse an ridiclons puerilitie.t
That the olass is well represantedl in our
lodge need ziot ba pointedl ont. A third
section of brothars throw themeelves heart;
and soul into the cause of aur noble Chari-
ties. rior tihen, the support ef the aged
ana infirni, wearied by tha battiaet ofife,
the equiprnent ana preparation of the
young and tender for the same inavitable
contest, constitute the charma of our Order.
Evary hour stolan frorn thair daily avoca-
tions is devoted ta succouring the poor ancl
naedy, the young and the old; great is their
reward now, how rnnch greater hereagter.
And the ouriaus fact is that thesa thre
classes comprehend and appreciata eaeh
ather, ana encli, vibule specially devotie& to
its own uine of Masonie labor, participates
ini a minor degree in the pursuits and pre-
dilections of the other two. And flnally,
we have a fourth caas, which, sympathises
with the other tbree, but te, whoni the
great attruction is the study of theaHistoMy
Antiquities and Syrnbolism of the Orar.
Here, I confess, lies my fiead of labor.
But rny heart isadividled. Oaa portion
pursues the science of M~asoury, the other
is davoted te the Lodge of Unity, its li-
terests, prasparity ana snccess. it is rny
mothar moage, it was my father's mother
iodga before me, 1 amn a Lewis of the
ag e, in it i arn A borne, here I have

niade friends in the past, sanie aies, dad;
liera I continue ta acquire new friands
evary day, and whataver dlaims any other
lodge rnay have upon me, te, Unity, 183,
wiUl always le due my bast services. W.

nso long as it shail please yon and yottr
succassors te require rny services as Sacra-
tsry, so long shail thay ba ungrndgingly
randered."

INEopHTEmS in Amercan Masonry
are inclined to imagine the York Rite
ta be universai, whereas it le aimost
exclusively confined, to the Englieli-
speaking, natians. In Germany are
practicea three different rites, of
which the systern of Fessier lias nine
degrees, that of the Three Globes at
Berlin tan, ana the Boectio but
three. In the Scaudinavian coun-
tries is the Swedieh rite of twelve
degrees; in France the French or
Modern rite of seven degrees, while
i ail the other countries of Europe

ana of South Ameriea the Scottish
rite la, i use.
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