
MARKETING SMALL FRUIT

IT is a season sucb as î%'e bave this year
whichi tests the grower of srnall fruits.

Many growers find littie trouble in so car-
ing for their bushes and cultivating their
land that a fair crop resuits eacli year if the
weather conditions are flot too unfavorable.
As a rule it is not difficuit to find a ready
market if the crop is flot very beavy. But
when a bumiper crop cornes the business
ability of thec grower is put ta flhc test and
that growver wvbo is the shrewdest and pays
the inost attention to supply and dernand on
the different nmarkets usually obtains great-
est returns for bis labors.

An atternpt bas been made by Tlie Horti-
cuîturist to find out howv somne of the lead-
ing gyroxvers in the Niagara district seli
tbieir crops and froin îvbat markets tbe
greatcst profits arc obtained.

" This year," said M\r. J. A. Pettit, of
Grimsby, " tiiere ivas good rnoney iii tbe
home market for strawvberries. I always
selli y fruit ta local buyers unless it is evi-
dent they are not paying enoughi. I also
ship somne. 'flic Ottawa market suits mie
best, because it is ý..indy ta shiip by Domin-
ion express f rom hiere. 1 seldom sedi to
flhe canners an~d neyer make a contract %vith
theni. This year the canners hiave paid
$1.32 per crate, but when they contract for
niany crates froni certain growers they
do not al1vays get flhc best bernies as tbe
growvers can niake more money out of flhc
best on the local market or pcrhiaps by ship-
ping them."

CANNERS PAY flEST.

"Sclling berrnes to tbe cainers," said Mr.
J. W. S. Nelles, of Grinmsby, " pays best al
tlîrough. Many growers clainm otherwise,

but 'a bird in the lian(l is wvortli tvo in
the bushi.' In many cases if tliey sbip to a
distant market tlîey are not sure wbhat price
they may get. Many buyers here bave
boughit whole patclîes to ship. It will not
be longr until the buying wvill ail be donc at
the growing point."

" For the Marlboro raspberrv," said Mr.
W. H. Spera, of IBartonville, il find best
inoney in selling on the Hamilton market.
It conies in early and demands a high price.
Sometimes I sbip ta Ottawa or Montreal if
I find localities better located for supplying
tiiose cities have îîot a sufficient crop. As
a rule, however, the home rnarket pays best.
Tiiere is more work, bowvever, about sl1,p-
plying the bomne market, as wvhen the bernies
are sliipped ail that is necessary is safe de-
livery ta the train. Tlie Cuthibert is firmer
and a better canner and greater returns are
obtained by selling it ta the canners, as this
variety cornes in after the eanlier varieties
liave lowvered the price on the open markets.

MONEY IN CURRANTS.

"My land," continued Mr. Spera, " is
specially suited ta growing currants. I
usually seli tbe red currants ini Hamilton at
about $1.75 per crate, but if the dernand is
not good tlhere I look for otlier.mnarkets. I
have shipped direct ta B3uffalo, and after
paying freight and a duty of anc cent per
box, besides commission mierchant's fees.
have cleared aver $1.75 per crate. Black
currants gc,-nerally bring 90 cents ta, $i per
i i-quart basket. For nie the canning fac-
tory in Hamiilton pays bcst because I bave
a big lot ta selI. On the local markets a
highier pnice miglît be obtained, but anly îo
ta 12 baskets could be disposed of at a tirnie."

A great deal of fertilizer can be profitabiy \WVhat interests 'me rnost in Tlie Horticul-
used on strawberry plants if appiied at pro- turist is tiîC naines of tuec different kixîds of
per iinterva-ýls, as fàows: In -the eaniy spring fruit that do -,veil ini latitudes sinîilar to
before planting, again late in the suminer or Owen Sound. Tbcese articles are a far bet-
carly falI arouind thîe planits, alnd again in ter guide iii selcctiligl fruit trees, or plants
thle winter or vcerly spring dircctly aven thani the fruit agent wvitlî bis picture boolz.
theni. -- (Johnl Thomnson, Owvcn Sound, Ont.


