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d.îring to undertake so liazardous a project
.iîong the savage, brutal Negroes of that
icifnity.

To the north of the village of Shengeh, a
hamliet of about 400 natives of the Sherbro
tribe, peacefuily inclined and responsive to
good influences, dlwells the tribe of Tiinnel-, a
w.ariike, cannibalistic race, said to be absolute-
1% impervious to civilization, and upon whom
no impression las ever been made for good.
This tribe has for many years been bitterlv
opposed to the Einglislh and to the natives of
the province who have subnitted to tie English
Government. Time and again bas this tribe
broketn out in hostile denionstrations, attacking
neighboring villages and harassing the EnIisli
troops of West India reginients and native
police stationed there as a safeguard to the
inhabitants. It appears that the Tinnelis have
an organization whicl tlhey cali the " Pura "
society, the saine as that organized amiong the
South Sea Islanders, known as the " Taboo."
The object of this society is to resist all efforts
at civilization among tiemselves, and the in-
flicting of deatl upon anyone attempting to
vean tlen fron their originîal customs. What-

ever they proclained ' pura," mîust lot even
be .oucled bv one of their numîber, nor anv law
obeyed or custoi observed upon which this
han lad been placed.

Witlh such conditions confronting theni, and
in the face of this deadly antipathy, these noble
and brave-hearted iiissionaries began their
labors. From the day of their arrivai and until
the latter part of last April, thev continued
their work unmolested and with considerable
success. After that period the Tininelhs broke
forth again, comnmitting most horrible crimes,
attacking peaceable villages, slaughtering the
people wvithoiut regard to sex or age, and des-
troving everything that fell into their hands.
Tlie imniediate cause of this outbreak vas tle
enforcenient of the governmîent '" lut tax" and
the suppression of cannibalim. The natives
were tlreatened witli imprisonment or confisca-
tion of property unless the laws vere obeyed.
iey revolted ; among tieni, sonie of the

Timînels, who fled to tle woods, stirred up
thcir brethiren, and with spear and cutlass
started out on thîeir terrible raid of deatl.

Among the victims wlio unifortunately fell
into tleir savage hands and were slain were
the Rev. and 'Mrs. i. N. Cain, the Rev. L. A.
and Mrs. McGrew, Dr. Mary Archer, Dr. Mary
E. Hat!ield, and Miss Ella Sclenck. Those
wlo fcrtunately escaped were the Rev. and
Mrs. L. O. Burtner, the Rev. and Mrs. F. S.
Minshell and child, the Rev. A. A. Ward, and
Miss Mary B. Mullen. The escape of Miss
Mullen was little less than a miracle. She was
stationed at Mamaliga, where the Eiglislh con-
missioner and wlat few policemen were with

hiiimi were nurdered. )n ia 2d, a band of
Ooo savages, ii full war dress and arnied wvith
cultlasses, swept down upon the little village
and made a furious deion-,tration before the
mission house in vhichl Miss MIullen had taken
refuge, brandislhing their veapons i eeking witl
blood, tleir hands and amis dripping, and
amîidst the iildest shîaotî and hideous noises
threatened tle life of this imîprisoned h1riirst 'an
woanii. She, in describing her experience,
said

" Nly blood alnost froze vithin Ie, lien I
sauw that terrible crowd of Iloodthirst v canmi-
bals not more than a hundred vards away from
nv house, velling defiance at ie, and in tlieir
brokenI Englisli te lling me wlat tlev would do
with ie wlien tlhey cauglht ie, and there I was,
absolutely lelpless, Vith lot the least chance
of escape. I lad iii fact given up ail hope, and
had :·esigned mvself to my imiending fate,
when suddenly I noticed a commotion among
the warriors, and venturing a little nearer iv
window, I could sec the iiaking preparations
for a hasty departure. In less than niu hour
lot a soul was to be seen, and at first I thoiuglit
it a trick to draw ie ont ; but fortunately I
was mistaken. I suddenly heard the tramp of
soldiers, and with a fervent prayer of thanks-
giving I sank to niy knees. Soon after a body
of native police and a company of \Vest Inidia
soldiers made their appearance, and applied for
admission. I threw open the doors vith a
liearty welcoie, and thev inforied mile that
they huad been sent up bv the goverior froi
Freetown to ivestigate tlhe niurder of the coin-
inissioner at Bontie. On the wav thev had
heard of niy predicaient, and came to mlly
rescue. They sent ie utinder a safe escort to
Freetown, whlere i lhad the good fortune to
nieet Mr. Burtner and lis party. These latter
niraculously escaped death by .;eeking tempor-
arv slielter at Plantin island, six miles ofT in
midstream, whicli thev reaclied bv means of
snall boats, taken with theni tle women and
children of the village, wlom the men lad
abandoned in their fliglht. Two trips were
iecessary to bring every inliabitant to that
island of refuge."

On the Sundav night followinîg, the iisiont-
aries set sail in one of the mission boats for
Freetownî, wliere thev arrived after two davs
and niglts of wearv and anxious journîeving.
Otliers, liowever, were îlot as fortunate. The
Rev. J. H. Hughes, of the Vilberforce mission,
at Avery Station, forty miles fromî Slerbro,
was killed by the savages. On the saime day
the Rev. David Wilberforce, his wife and four
childrei, the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Cole and Mrs.
Martin, Professor Cleiens, and Mr. Wilber-
force's mother, lad been iîassacred at Danville,
Station, a point further north. Tliese vere

; native missionaries who Iad been educated in


