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il r-ceipt of the information required, and I trost I
alîll then be able to ccmmand suflicient time after I
receive it, to send you my Letter for your Decemnber
Nunber.

Believe me ta be,
Yours tespectfully,

Hl. PÂ1usoss.
Guelph, 30 October, 1851.
N.B.-There arc othcer subjects of genseral interest in

youtr last two or three nuiibers that I hope ta say a
word ipon, so soon as I can comiuand a few iours
leisure. il. Pl.

ANCIENT CLOTFI TAKEN FROM TiE
MOUNDS OF 01110.

In 1838, Mr. Foster, U. S. Geologist, procurod from
a resideut of Charleston, Jackson county, Ohio, several
f.agments of cloth taken from a mound in that vicinity.
They were found near the bottom, envelnping several
copper rings, and were greatly decayed; though some
were sufliciently preserved ta evidence their having
been wvoven. Fcaring deception or error, Mr. Foster
refrained from making publie, at that time, a fact so
novel in itself, andI so repugnant ta prevailing ideas
as ta the degree of civilization possessed by the mound-
builders; but having lately received from Mr. John
Woocts, of Ohio, a gentleman high in office, and of
unrquestionable verarity. additional samples, accom-
panied by a d-scriptive letter, all doubt as ta the pro-
piiety of publishing the discovery is removed. lI his
letter, Mr. Woods states that the fiagments of charred
cloth, together with an arrow, and a considerable quan-
titv of charcoal and bones, were taken from a mound
onthe western bank of the Great .Miami River, two
miles north of Middleton, Butler county, Ohio, during
some excavati ms rendered necessary in constructing
the Cincinna'i, Hamilton, and Dayton Railroad. The
msoind was originally twenty feet hiuh, and, fifty years
ago, was covered with large forest trees. About ten
feet from its surface there was a compact layer of fine,
red, and apparently burned clay, about an inch thick ;
underneath which, near the middle of the mound, was
another layer of fine, creain-coloured clay, differing
from any in the neighbourhood. Under this latter, the
charcoal, cloth and bones were founîd. The bones were
few and small. Little earth was mixed with the coal
and cloth, which evidently remained as they had been
placed when burned and covered np. The charcoal ap-
peared to be on the ou'side of the cloth, whicli vas
frequently in foLids of half a dozen thicknessee. The
layers o burned and cream-coloured clay did not oc-
cupy but abont live or six square leet of the moîund.
As ta the period when the charcoal and cloth were de-
posited in the mound, the only question occurring ta
Mr. W'oods was, wh..ther the mound erected by a for-
ner race may not have been made a burial place by
the Iudians living bere wlen America was discovered.
Thinking of this question while at the mound, he was
careful ta examine the condition of the carth aroind
and above the relies, and came ta the conclusion ihat it
coufld not have becn disturbed afterit was placed in the
mound. On this o':astion Mr. Foster furth.r remarks,
that there is no evidence that the North American In-
dians possessed the art of spinning and weaving w-hen
first kiown to the whites; consequently, they never
possessed it; for an art so useful, when once acquired,
would not be lost. That the cloti was obtaiiiet from
Europeans by the Indians and then placed in the
mcouiid, at a coimparatively recent perid, is improba-

ble far the following reasons: The layers of earith sur-
rotnding it were undisturbed ;-its material, being less
adapted for cluthing and more costly than wool, is not
such as a civilized race would manufact.ire for a bar-
berous one ; and, moreover, the texture of some of the

samples could not have been formed in an ordinary
loom, but, was undoubtedly woven by hand. From
these facts, Mr. Foster infers that the mound-builders
who have lefi memorials of their existence from the
shores of Lake Superior ta those of the Mexican Gulf,
were a laborious, intelligent people, far more ci'.iliied
and advanced in the arts than the present race of In-
dians, with whom they apprar to have no connection.
The Iabric in these samples of cloth, seem to beof
some material allied to hemp; and the separatien of
the fibre from the.wood is as complete as if done by
the modern processes of rotting and heckling. The
thread, though course. is regularly spun. The texture
of the samples hiom Jackson county, is formed by the
alternate intersection of the warp and woof; but in
others fron Butler county, the weft is wound once
round the warp-a process oniy to be accomphshed by
hand. There is no reason to doubt that these woven
fabrics are the work of the mound-builders. The art of
spinning and weavinz vas practiced by the ancient Pc-
ruvianis. At Pachacamac, thirty or foi ty miles from
Lima, where stands the temple of the sun, there are
numerous remains of walls biilt by snn-dried bricks
indicating the site of a once large and compact town.
In the burial-place here, are found niumerous mum-
mies in a sitting posture, wrapped in many folds of a
wven cloth, with an exterior covering of coarse mat-
ting. The fabrie consists of the wool of lama or alpaca,
and a cotton, vhich here growsspontaneoisly.

Kossuth's Personal Appearance.
le stands about 5 feet 8 incies in height, has a slight

and apparently not strongly knit frame, and is a little
round shouldered. lis face is rather oval; a pair of
gray eycs, whici somewhat reminded iie of O'Con-
nell's in expression, well set beneath a full and arched
brow, give an animated and intelligent look to his
countenance. His forehead, higli and broad, is deeply
wrinkled, and time has just begun ta grizzle a head
of straiglt dark hair, and ta leave a bald spot behind.
He lias got the truc Hungarian nose, but it is a fair,
w-ell forned feature,-such as a French passport
would describe as moyen; a thick moustache nearly
covers bis niouth, except wlien lie speaks or smiles,
and unites with beard and whisker in a full flock cf
dark iair, falling down from the chin. The portraits
are singularly unlike him ini either person or expres-
sion. Whietier froi his recent captivity or consti-
tutional causes, there is someliow an air of lassitude
in his look, ta w-hiei the fatigues of bis voyage not
improbably contributed. Altogether he gives one
the idea of a man of thought rather than a man of
action; there is a speculative air in his face, mingled
with melancholy, which would mark him for a vision-
amy or theoretical enthusiast rather than a great
leader or a soldier. He w-as very plainly attired in a
dark green frock-coat, with a little silk braid at the
back and cdges, and wore a comnon low-crowned
square felt hat. Madame Kossuths, wlio seems in deli-
cate health, stood beside lier children, Francis and
Louis, boys, and Wilhelmine, a girl, the eldest about
11, the youngest 7, and w-as dressed as simply as ber
hisband. Some fine looking fellovs, bearded like the
pard, in braided military frocks lousnged about tlie
decks, a few of whom as indeed pogsibly their leader
miglt have done, bad suffered, no doubt, a good deal
fron sea sickness.


