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and erect their ideal in a Republican Church and State on this
continent.

The germ of the American revolt was planted in New
England from its very origin, and nothing the mother country
could do for them—wars with France, undertaken in their
behalf, the conquest of Canada, tens of thousands of lives lost,
and hundreds of millions of British money spent in protecting
them,—was of any avail to excite a loyal and kindly feeling
towards the mother country. There were, of course, thousands
of New England men who formed honorable exceptions to the
general dissaffecticn of the Puritan population; but they were
outnumbered and overborne by their discontented fellow-
countrymen.

In other colonies it was quite difierent. New York was
colonized first by the Dutch and then by the English; the
English settlers of New York were largely loyalist in principle.
The same may be said of New Jersey, while the Quaker element
in Pennsylvania and the German settlers were for the most
part loyal and well affected to the Empire.

It is not necessary here to go over the causesof the disputes
which arsse at first in New England with regard to the mother
country. The questions once raised grew rapidly to a head.
The Stamp Act and the Revenue Acts of Great Britain, very
impolitic certainly, yet in their intention good and excusable,
were a bad means of bringing round a good end, namely, to sup-
plement the want of a united common government among all the
Colonies. These proposed measures raised the popular clamor
in America. The infection of disloyalty to the Empire was
zealously propagated {rom New England, and the people of all
the Cclonies, according to their sentimént and opinions, became
divided into two great parties which in the end developed into
the party of the Unity of the Empire; the former tending to a
severance and the latter to the maintenance of the old National
ties with the motherland.

Of the progress of that great debate, and of the fierce and
warlike tempers which it evoked, and of its final effect upon Can-
ada, this memoir will afferd some interesting evidence.

If the seeds of disloyalty were sown in the New England
Colonies from the beginning, so it is equally certain the
sceds of loyal connection with the Crown and Empire of Britain
were sown in Canada and have ever borne the noblest and most
glorious fruits. The settlement of this country by the expatria-
ted loyalists of America was the leaven that has leavened the
whole lump of Canadian nationality, and made this country
what, I trust, it may ncver alter from,—the most loyal, orderly
and progressive part of Britain's Empire.



