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ir-enemy’s head-together with a liviny|indictment in the-High Court of Plagiarism
‘whatever torment the frog suffers ‘will |against the appropriator who lets off his
‘eshared by the head that grew the hair.|mental firework without saying that he pur-
They believetalso that they are in the power chased it, but yet was not the maker. When
of any enemy who finds their spittle, and if' aman in England is witty, we sappose the wit
they =spit .on the ground, most carefully|is his own ; but when a Spaniard is witty in
“.obliterate the ‘marks, but commonly spit on|rolling diligence or in striving steam-boat,
their own clothes for safety’s sake. - | you may be almost sure it is ‘the proverb of
. Hereis enough told perhaps to give'a fair some contemporary of Cervantes, dead ‘this

-impression of the state of mative-civilisation | wo hundred years, that tickles your dia®

ﬁevé‘, that if they can bury a hair from Iiving‘aud.forgoiten when ‘dead, there is no

upon .ground that is to yield to the white
man’s wealth and power, ‘We part, therefore,
from our clever guide, though we have not
.yet: gone through a tithe of-all the odd things
that he has to show to those whom his bosk
-aakes willing .companions of his journey.

SPANISH PROVERBS.,

TuE Spanish proverbs, the floating litera-
-ture of Spain, handed down by verbal tradi-
tion, smeil of garlic, and orange-peel, -and
&re as profoundly mational as the English
‘mautical song or.the Welsh triad.

- ‘They are shot at you, or stabbed inte
'you,-or ‘pelted at“you, at every tavern door

phragm, and which you swallow with a
snaile like a French sweetmeat. Itacts as a
sort of mental swuff, pleasantly irritates, and
leaves you refreshed. ‘A man must be very
mentally dyspeptic, indeed, who cannot digest
a proverb without Inconvenience or struggle.
-If a Spaniard sees you smiling at a Spanish

" | street group rather overdoing. the bowing, as
Bpaniards sometimes will, he will 'say in a-

-rhyme, “ A ¢ivil tongue is not expensive, and
it is'very profitable.”” _As the old Ttalians of
Macchiavelli’s time used to-say : It is a good
outlay to spoil a hat with often taking it off.”
You' feel at .once that you have heard a
'shrewd proverb intended to explain to
i worldly people the courtesy of a proud race.

:and at-every table d’hdte. They are the! .In Irelund, as in “Spain, you are often

. -grace for the sour .gaspacho and ‘the un-
-savoury salt cod-fish (bacalao). They 'are
“the Spaniard’s'shield and stiletto. They are

the wisdom of the age ‘before books, and as!

“Spain-changesnomore than China, they are
sthe wisdom of the present day. ‘They areto
“tire cigarette amoker:and melon -eater what
‘quotations are tothe club'man, and to' the de-

|l - bater in parliament whom counitry gentlemen

-alwayscheer-when he quotes Horsce—think-
‘ing-# Greek, to show they understand him.
. Lo many who do not-think-at sl they supply
ke place of booksaltogether, and ure the

I traditional Corpus Juris of traditional wisdom

" ‘Bequeathed them by their ancestors 3 who did

v “#hink.- F:night be a question, indeed, worth

“thee theorist-apinner’s-while to trace the effeet

" {|~of these floating .proverbs on a race’ to which

thiey serve a5 creads, “statates, and |guides. of

il die; wf which they -express “the! mode of
. “Hiowght s -and, at the'same time, influente and

“direstdb—mounlding and being moulded. In

+f|  sthese prowerbs we find every phase of the

* ‘Spatish 'mind -exemplified—its “pundonor;”
8 pumctiliowsness, its intolerable and mem

“pride, its burning fever for revenge, its hard-)

" ‘hesgthat we-call cruelty, its.love of ease and

‘I 7plessure, itsunprogressivensss, and|its ardent
ifl religious:instimet which-degenerates to-saper-
| “ustition, ‘Fer all thoee:plessant national vices
: ;&hwhmuigillitrmeir'own spevial seourges, these

Eﬂrhs ave ‘warning or ‘emcouragenrent.
iBheir kindlier feelings; ‘oo, do net paas
suntnstanesd. Proverbs with ‘wise men are
“the -weaall ‘change of wit; ‘bt ‘with ‘the
:Spanixrd-they are tdo often his-whole wental
. wempital.  By'an-apt quotation agood memory

cin. always appear a genius in Spain, -and
Proverb writers -being ol anonymous ":#h*en

agtonished by wit that appears extempora-

. meous, but is really old as Brian Boru— -
: quotation newly _

merely, in_fact, an old
applied, and-picked up-as-a man might pick
‘a fossil off the ‘road to fling at his pig. The
“first time I met a ‘proverb-monger was in'a
Seville steamboat, as I sat watching the pas-
.sengers doing homape to the bull-necked,
pig-eyed Commandante, who sat in a -state
arm-chair under the siriped quarter-deck
-awnings. The Commandante was silent, in'a
'sort of brutal:pasha luxury, beating on’the
deck with his heavy bambeco cane, watching
“with his stiff-necked bulletty-head two charnr-
‘ing - sisters, who sat coquetting. and winning
‘hearts not many feet off. Every. wave of
“their shining black fans fanned some lover’s
flame—every -quick furl of them let in‘tire
sunshine of their eyes, ‘like pulling up
‘blinds, on -some happy ome of their retinue.
Those little black hooks of 'side curls ‘had,
-hooked many a heart, I was sure; and I
‘myseif began to feel T had such-athing aboud
‘me. I heard a quiet, chuekling, good-natured

gunwale of ‘the vessel, a:real Majo—a pure
Andalusian buck of the first water: laced
 jacket,round turban cap, leather greaves, jave-
lin-stick, cigarette ‘and all. “He -was resting
his arm on:a:pink ‘hat-box, and watching the
"two beautiful sisters with' the -almond: eyes.

. “Jeweller’s daughters, for they have. dia-
- mond: eyes,” ke said; in a quick, merty voice,
at ‘the ‘same time handing me hLis open
cigar-case, the Spaniard’s mode ‘of entering
into conversation and introducing himself.

laugh behind me, and saw:sitting on: the low

He saw I was amused by’ his ;proverb, and '
i that I wasa foreigner. What a curiousfeel- .|
bing it is; ‘being a foreigner ! - Spanker used to




