
the remainder, they sailed south as far as Cape
Hatteras, when provisions failing, the little flotilla
returned to England-Unsuccessful, the merchants
who had freighted the vessels deemed, for they
had not found the golden goal of Cathay nor even
established a trading colony! But in reality successful
beyond the wildestigdreams of King or people, for
there is no doubt that the Cabot charter and the
voyages made pursuant to it, were always regarded
as the root of England's title to her American
possessions, and that, "to the daring and genius
of Cabot is owing the occupation of the northern
continent by an English-speaking race, with their
vast energies and wealth. But for the Cabots Spain
might have monopolized discovery in North as well
as in South America."

Eschewing the "trade of merchandise," Sebastian
Cabot appears to have devoted himself entirely to
nautical science; attaining such eminence that, on
the death of Columbus, the King of Spain engaged
his services as Cartographer, at a salary of 30,000
maravedas, intending to send him on another voyage.
Before the design could be carried out, Ferdinand

died, and Sebastian returned to England.
Under the auspices of Henry VIII., he is said

to have again crossed the Atlantic, seeking a passage
to India through Hudson's Bay. The attempt
failed, and after surveying the bay, and studying


