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it would be good policy in them to 
the impression that there would be an un
usual demand, this year, in Europe for 
bread-stuffs, took means to have the rumors 
about the awful famine in Russia and the 
consequent scarcity in Germany and other 
European countries raised and freely circu 
lated, he would have accounted for much of 
the exaggeration that he found on this side 
of the Atlantic. But making every allow
ance for the sensationalism, that is only too 
prevalent, and the tricks of the grain 
speculators, there can be no doubt that there 
is, at this present moment, great suffering 
in Russia, caused by the failure of the 
crops. All the accounts that we read of the 
famine in Russia, cannot be lies.

eluding paving, lighting, and cleaning. It AN INSPIRED UTTERANCE.
is unnecessary to dilate upon the intelligence ___
and skill which are needed in modern cities As there is talk of making Mr. Chapleau

°°^UCtlthU d“P“.tment Minister of the Interior, there can be no 
public work. The services of engineers of , . , . . ’ _ A „ .
the highest intelligence and skill, and of the harm m reproducing what the Toronto Em- 
highest professional honor and business pire, the leading organ of the Conservative 
capacity, are constantly requisite. In the party, said about the proposal to appoint

* sr.riways “d crt-by men trained in schools long famous, es- ”uch of what the Empire said about the 
pecially for the planning and direction of inexpediency of that change applies with 
such public works, and kept in service, like even greater force to Mr. Chaplean’s trans-
durm" g^d ^hsvio"rmyaudlndefficine^: f-uce to the Decent cf the Interior. 
There is nob a capital in Europe, I had In ltB la8ue of the 26th of last month, the 
almost said there is not even a small city, Empire, in an article on “Cabinet Recon- 
which does not immeasurably excel in the struction ” said:
Xmericln 0^“’ ^ ^ “While the proepective change, are yet
American cities. z unannounced it ia natural that speculations

Here wq have what Professor Eliot con- should be indulged in'as to the form they 
aiders the first essential of municipal,reform, are likely to take. In this connection a 
In every service in which special knowledge good deal is being said and written about 
awtA the position of the Secretary of State,and training are required, the best men pro- of whose friend8 beij/ve that he
curable should be employed and their posi- should be given charge of the Department 
tions should be permanent. Water supply, of Railways. Under present circumstances 
sewers, sanitary arrangements, as well as we.ur^ indeed taihe opinion that a change 

\ , A , , ., as indicated would be a midtake. What-highways, should be under the supervision ever view might have been taken in this 
of capable men who understand their work respect when the Ministry was being 
and take a pride in doing.it well. “ Before formed, the events of-the recent session 
municipal government can be set right,” he bave completely altered the situation. The 

„ . . , . v investigation before the Public Accounts
«aya, municipal service must be made a Committee disclosed a state of affairs in 
life career for intelligent and self-respecting connection with an important branph of the 
young Americans ; *that is, it piust be at- State Department that requires to be
tractive to well trained young men who 1ren*fdied ™th a 8tCon8 i>and, and from the 

. .. ,, . , P . long experience and intimate knowledge of
enter it-as they enter any otheç profession tbe department possessed by 
or business —meaning to stay in it, learn it Chapleau, no one else is as well 
thoroughly, and win advancement in it by cany out the needed reforms, 
fidelity and ability.” With a permanent no tittle of evidence to connect the Minister 

4. a e , . . . , ■ , , , With the wrong-doing in the department,
staff of such officials to depend on, the work but it having arisen under his administra- 
of the city councillors would be made com- tion, he owes it to himself as well as to the 
paratively simple and easy, and would be Pu^lic to remain in that position and 
productive of infinitely better results than thoroughly carry out the needed réhabilita- 

, , . , , J, tion of fthe printing and stationery
can be attained under the present rude and branches, and we have no doubt this will 
clumsy systems of city government. be the vie w taken by the honorable gentle

man himself.”

Zbe Colonist create ter of the Interior, as far as we can learn, is 
performing his duties efficiently. His 
administration is evidently satisfactory to 
the people of the Northwest. The prejudices 
created by bis rapid advancement are wear
ing away, and there will always be jeal
ousies among ambitious politicians. If the 
exigencies of the political situation require 
the shelving of Mr. Dewdney, could not 
some better place be found for him than the 
governorship of British Columbia ? He is 
now almost a stranger in this province, 
and, as the Government must know, those 
most immediately interested, and whose 
wishes are entitled to some consideration, 
desire that Mr. Mara shall be Mr. 
Nelqon’s successor. The genial member 
for Yale District is, if we do not mistake, 
the choice of nearly every representative of 
British Columbia, in- both the House of 
Commons and the Senate, and we are sure 
that his appointment would be acceptable to 
the great Majority of the people of the 
province. ' This certainly cannot be said of 
the appointment of Mr. Dewdney. The 
prospect of that gentleman’s being the next 
occupant of Government House is not by 
any means pleasant to many of the residents, 
both of Victoria and other parts of the 
province. The appointment of Mr. Mara, 
popular as it is in every part of the province, 
and supported by so many men of position 
and influence, has been for some time con
sidered a settled thing, and we believe that 
if the Government consults its own interests 
it will not disappoint those who wish to see 
Mr. Mara elevated to the position which he 
undoubtedly merits and which be is so well 
qualified to fill.

glens, sheltered by mountain» as grand a» 
those they left behind.

It need not be expected that tbe new set
tlers can accomplish the great work before 
them without strenuous and persistent 
efforts ; nor need they expect to find the 
west coast of British Columbia entirely a 
paradise. There is broken weather and 
ne»vy storms on the Northern Pacific as 
well as on the Atlantic ; the general condi
tions of the Pacific fisherman will, however, 
be vastly better in the land of his adoption, 
than those he lived under in the land of his 
birth.

There need be no apprehension of loss to 
the Province on account of the crofter colon
ization scheme. If carried out on the lines 
proposed every difficulty eau be surmounted, 
and the scheme will be self-sustaining. 
Yours, Ac. ' Alex. Bkgg,

C. C. for B. C.

THE CBOPTEBS AMD THEIR 
FBIKNDS.

Editob I have been much i„. 
terested by a perusal of Mr. Begg’s letters
on the Crofter question. I think the pul,. 
licshouM thank your able correspondent
t?nnh0feX,eitl0“8 and his very lucid exposi.

’“ tost a part of, the scheme. We 
are aU deeply concerned in the settling up
loiee“r:yr.Hauch a desirahie d£of
prople as the Crofters would appear to be
fit to tha* Mf- Be^ ha8 °ot seen

88 ua one important point.He has failed to tell us in what way he and 
the geutiemen who lately accompanied him 
to the province expect to be compensated 
for their exertions. Rumor has it that they 
have applied for the free grant of an 
enormous acreage of Crown lands, which 
they propose to apply to their own private ad 
vantage. I confess that when this rumor 
reached my ears I experienced a rude shock .1 

I had been led to believe that the if 
Crofters friends were purely and simply ' 
philanthropists. Have I been mistaken - 
and are Messrs. Begg & Co. about to engage 
in a huge land speculation ? using the 
Crofter scheme as a lever to raise them to 
wealth and importance t ^

THE CBOFTEBS’ "FRIENDS.
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FAIR AND OUTSPOKEN.

The Americans are not all blind to the 
true cause of the hatred of the United 
States and everything American, exhibited 
by the people of Chili, since the conclusion 
of their civil war. They saw that while it 
was going on the Americans, for some 
reason or other, did not sympathise with 
them in their struggle against the man, who 

trying to deprive them of their consti
tutional freedom.
Representative of the United States had 
become an open partisan of the Dictator, 
and they believed that the warships of the 
Great Republic were doing what they could 
to give aid and comfort to their arch-enemy 
Balpiaceda. 
sympathise with the Chilians, for they 
know how they felt when they saw people 
whom they believed to be their friends, and 
who ought to be their friends, sympathising 
with the Southerners and giving them

iThe Luxuries of Cii 
Fatal in the Case 

Buck.
là

Mr. 0. Fletcher, D.L.S. 
-on the 13th May last to sd 
apart as Indian reserved 
country, returned to tJ 
evening last, bearing evidj 
work. Daring the past Û 
**»velled over a lot of counj 
man has, perhaps,
He had been

They saw that the

Oct. 28, 1891.
SENSATION MONGERS/ THE CROFTER QUESTION—NO. 5

The American pews caterer is altogether 
too fond of sensation. He is*not satisfied 
to state the plain truth in a plain way. The 
plain truth is altogether too plain for him. 
He must add to it and ornament it, in order 
both to magnify his office and, as he thinks, 
to suit the popular taste and meet the popu
lar demand. He has l»een doing this so 
long and so audaciously that the judicious 
reader olthe newspapers has much diffi
culty in deciding what credit to attach to 
any item of telegraphic news that comes 
from an American source, 
of truth that underlies the sensational 
statement, it is sometimes impossible to 
discover.

never

upper Chilcotin, and wit 
some very tough experien» 
is a hard one to travel, I 
•camp everything had t 
many cases with the g 
However, with plenty 
couple of good guides, a] 
workers things went as 
be expected under tbe ct 
reports a dull time in Loi 
as the cable ferry was ah 
on the Fraser, settlers 
better things. The ra 
bunch grass being in abi 
was a lack of meadow 
against stock in wint 
splendid high level 
to 1,500 
brought 
be capable of immense yij 
ent tribes of Indians < 
peculiar in their habits, * 
band, who were known a 
But wild as they are, the] 
capture of their murcU 
none of them respecte* 
Reserv es were laid out aj 
Creek, Riskie Creek, • 
Canin Lake, Highland 
the Fraser, and the In 
spoke highly of the Indii 
Settlers throughout the 
plaining of the rapidly ini 
the Indian horse, or caj 
of the animal is deterion 
spreads, and wild in 
feeders, and useless for an 
of the animals are, they r 
up the bunch grass and 1 
veying party had a de 
camps. A hungry 
one cold evening and asl 
cook took pity on the chi 
proceeded to dispense the 
camp. The redskin surp 
the rapidity with which 6 
good things set before hii 
pay particular attention I

To* the Editor :—In discussing this 
question it would be desirable to meet and 
explain the various objections which are ad
vanced against the Crofter colonization, 
many of them, however, are imaginary, and 
“ Will o’ the wisp ” like, appear only to 
.lead the follower astray. One of these is 
an idea which has grown into a bugbear, to 
the effect that the settlement of Crofter 
colonists on the West Coast of Vancouver 
Island would interfere with the labor 
ket and displace other-workmen* The sup
position is falacious. They do not come 
with the intention of interfering with any 
existing industry in ^ the province. They 
will be formed into separate, self-sustaining 
communities in localities along the Coast 
remote from present settlements. They 
will, by their labors, add to the wealth of 
the country at large, by the value of their 
exports, which will be drawn chiefly from 
the inexhaustible stores of the Pacific.
They will become consumers of the pro
ducts of the farm and extensive customers 
in the consumption of all goods required by 
ordinary settlers. They™ will create a new 
and special industry—that of i he deep sea 
fisheries, which will necessarily require a 
multitude of collateral assistants and 
handicraftsmen in connection with its 
operations.

Take for example Port San Juan, where a 
fishing station may be established. Before 
settlement can be effected at that place, 
houses must be erected to accommodate the 
fishermen, their families and others 
in the community. But before houses 
cân be built sites will have to Le pre
pared. Trees will have to bd put down 
and the land cleared. At Port San Juan, 
the timber growing on the required sites is 
of quality good enough, and of quantity 
sufficient to supply material for the build
ings ; and the sawed rtuff will near y equal 
in value the cost of clearing the land from 
which the trees would be cut. A saw mill 
would be required to cut the lumber for 
dwellings, store houses, sheds, wharves, 
etc. Carpenters and other mechanics would 
be needed for various kinds of work, which To the Editor :—I think “ Enquirer’s ” 
must be advanced certain stages before the question concerning Mr. Begg’s syndicate is 
arrival ot the first settlers. Whoever per- ® proper one. I gather from Mr. B.’s letter 
forms this preliminary work must be paid ki your paper to-day that he does not like 
for their labor. The same course of pro- to be criticised ; but I can tell him that the 
cedure must be repeated in the initiation of country is not in a mood for trifling, and 
every new colony. But all this does not that any attempt to gobble up great tracts 
look like interfering with existing labor in of public lands by individuals or companies 
the province, except so far as it provides will be resented by the public, 
work where no work formerly existed. Anti-Monopoly.
which surely cannot be objected to.

When the fishermen arrive they will, 
without unnecessary delay, proceed to ply 
their vocation on the “ mighty deep.”
Boats, properly equipped, will be in readi
ness foi them. The proposed joint stock 
company, already referred to, will be pre
pared to handle the fish when landed by 
thedi. The fishermen will be paid for their 
catch according to a fair market value, as 
may be agreed on. The additional cost of 
preparing the fish for market, whether 
iced, dried, smoked or salted will also have 
to be borne by the company, 
the material aid of the co

The Americans ought to

Enquirer.

material help when th$y were straining 
every nerve to preserve the Union, 
strong was their feeling of indignation and 
resentment that after the lapse of more 

quarter of a century 
not quite forgiven those 

Southerners when

To THE Editor:—If I wished to perpetrate 
a pun, I should say that Mr. Begg, in his ans
wer to my inquiry, begs tbe question. His 
d dl??ge woaid be acceptable if he were the 
Brudder Bones of a minstrel company ; but 
I can assure him that questions which affect 
the crown lands cannot be dismissed with a 
flippancy that ill-becomes a gentleman of his 
years and standing. Mr. Begg does not 
deign to deny the truth of the rumor that 
he and his 44 Co.” have applied for a large 
acreage of the public' lands in return for 
their exertions in behalf of the Crofters. 
I said that I experienced a rude shock when 
I heard that Mr. Begg and his associates, 
while ostensibly patrolling the coast in the 
interest of the Crofters, had kept an eye 
open to advance their own interest. I was 
shocked because I had been led to- believe 
that the Crofters’ representatives were actu
ated solely by philanthropic motives. If I 
have been misinformed—if it be true that 
these gentlemen have asked for and expect 
to receive large tracts of crown lands in 
return for their 44 services,” then I say that 
not I alone, but the British public will be 
shocked. Messrs. Begg & Co. may have 
claims upon the British government or on 
the Crofters ; but they have none at all upon 
this government, which should, and I think 
will, refuse to accede to the demand—if any 
has been, or is about to be, made—for a 
grant of government land. That the Croft
ers should receive moderate grants of land 
goes without saying; but their 14friends ” 
must look beyond the province-for 
ation.

So mar-

they have 
who cheered the 
they were successful, and showed that they 
were grieved and disappointed when in the 
end the Northerners were victorious. There 
appears to be a good deal of human nature 
about the Chilians, and it is reasonable to 
suppose that they feel now towards those who 
looked coldly upon them in their day of 
need and placed impediments in their way, 
very much as the Americans did when their 
cruel war was over, toward some English
men and Canadians who were loud in their 
expressions of sympathy for the South. The 
Argonaut evidently sees the true cause of 
the present unpleasantness in Chili, and 
knows how to make allowances for the sore
ness which Chilians of all classes exhibit

Hon. Mr. 
qualified to

The modicum
ere was

The favor ité topic of the sensationalists, 
just now, is Chili, According to them, 
there will be war between Chili and the 
United States, in a week or two. The 
Chilians are angry and violent, and are 
ready to fight at a moment’s warning, and 
the United States is indignant, and is pre
paring to give the cheiky South Ameripan 
Republic a good thrashing. It is very 
seldom that nations take leave of their 
senses altogether, aûd the thoughtful 
and intelligent newspaper reader 
feels quite certain that there is hardly 
a possibility of Chili and the United States 
being so foolish and so blind to their true 
interests as to fight about what is, after all, 
a trifling matter. He knows that whatever 
may be the misunderstanding just now be
tween the two nations it will be cleared away 
by the usual methods in a very few weeks. 
The Chileans know that they cannot do in-' 
jury to foreigners without making due re
paration, and the Government of the United 
States will not resort to force until the 
Chileans refuse, point blank, to give them 
the reasonable satisfaction they demand. 
If the news caterers possessed only à moder
ate share of common sense they would place 
a curb on their imagination and not give 
their statements so fanciful a form that

acres in ei 
under cuti

THE STATE ELECTIONS.

THE LA W DEFIED. It will require a good deal of ingenuity to 
discover what eithei* party in the United 
States has gained by Tuesday’s State elec
tions. Honors are evidently easy. The 
Democrats, who are for tariff reform, have 
carried New York, which is regarded as the 
pivot state in the Presidential election, and 
Ohio, where high protection was said to be 
the main issue, has elected McKinley, tbe 
maker of the high protectionist tariff. Rus
sell, a Democrat, has been elected governor 
of Massachusetts, while the legislature of 
the state is Republican. The same result 
has been obtained in Iowa. Boies, Demo
crat, has been elected Governor, while the 
majority of the Legislature is of the oppo
site party.

The result in Pennsylvania may be 
sidered a victory for immorality—financial 
and political It was said that the platform 
of the opponents of the Republican bosses 
was, “ Thon shalt not steal” But the re
turns show that the bosses have been vic
torious, and that stealing, when it is the 
people who are robbed, is not considered a 
very serious offence by Pennsylvanian 
politicians and electors.

It does not appear that those who are on 
thp lookout for signs showing how the elec
tion for President next year is likely to go, 
are in tbe least enlightened by the result of 
the state elections. They know very little 
more to-day than they did a week or a 
month ago. Mr. Cleveland, we see, takes 
comfort from what he has seen and heard, 
but it is the fashion for leading politicians 
to put upon political events an interpreta
tion favorable to the prospects of ttteir re
spective parties. It sometimes happens, 
however, that what they say on such sub
jects is very different from what they 
think.

PROPOSED CHANGES.
Some months ago, it will be remembered, 

the working-men of Tennessee rose almost 
in a body against the employment of 
victs in mines. The government of the 
State contracted with the mine-owners to 
supply them with so many convicts at a 
rate fir below the usual remuneration for 
free labor. The Governor entered into an 
arrangement with the strikers and their 
sympathisers to call an extra session of the 
Legislature within a given time to enact ^ 
law making it illegal te let convicts out by 
contract. The Governor was as good as his 
word. He convened the Legislature as he 
promised, but the makers of the laws re
fused to enact the statute demanded by the 
free working-men. The mine-owners again 
applied to the Government for a supply of 
convicts, and they got what they wanted. 
The free labor party did not say much, but 
when they were ready they made raids on 
the mines, broke into the enclosures where

It is pleasant to learn that some of the 
difficulties of reconstruction have been sur
mounted. Mr. Chapleau, it appears, is no 
longer on the warpath. But if the news 
our Ottawa correspondent sends us is to be 
relied upon^—and his information is general
ly correct—the peace will not be of long 
continuance. The Premier will, if we are 
not very greatly mistaken, find that the 
people of the part of the Dominion west of 
Lake Superior wUl noç either cheerfully or 
submissively accept Mr. Chapleau as Minis
ter of the Interior.

The Department of the Interior has to 
do chiefly with the Northwest. The con
dition and circumstances of that section of 
the Dominion are peculiar and, require 
special knowledge on the part of the man 
who has so much to do with the direction 
of its affairs as the Minister of the Interior. 
Mr. Chapleau knows very little 
more about the Northwest than he 
does about the interior of Africa. 
He is par excellence a politician. 
His forte is intrigue and wire poll
ing. He is an expert in estimating 
the weight of political influence and in ad
justing ^conflicting political interests. He 
has ho taste for the dull, dry drudgery of the 
departments, and no capacity for it. Now 
the Department of the Interior wants for its 
Head a workingman in the highest sense of 
the word—a man who knows what hifcwork 
is, and who is both able and willing to do it.

îfr is admitted on all hands that the

con-

It says :
44 It has become very evident that Patrick 

Egan, United States Minister to Chili, has 
succeeded in getting this government into a 
very unpleasant complication. The accu
sations which the Chilians make against 
Egan are of practical complicity with the 
Balmacedan Government, and of using 
his official position and the warships of the 
-United States to supply the Dictator with 
information as to the movements of the 
Congressional forces. Whether these accu
sations are true or not, the mere fact that 
they can be made shows that Egan has not 
acted with the discretion and dignity be
fitting his position. As to the complication 
leading to war with Chili, it is not prob
able. The Junta is a little bumptious, but 
that is not unusual with half-baked gov
ernments. Even the Junta must see that 
it is madness for them to thihk of war with 
the United States. When they cool, off, 
they will make reparation for the murdered 
seamen of the Baltimore.”

This is more sensible than the sort of 
brag in which some of the American newspa
pers indulge in declaring that Chili should 
be well-thrashed and made an example of 
because it will not submit tamely to be 
hectored by a man who does' not know what 
his duties as the representative of a great 
nation are, or if he knows them grossly and 

•openly disregards th

remuner- 
Inquirer.

THE CROFTERS’ SCHEME.

duff,” clearing it in a few: 
oughly gorged, lay down 
next day 44 from an over-i
duff,” as a back-woods 
and was duly “ waked ” 
the surrounding tribes, 
lay in state boufires wer 
were burned, feasting an< 
dulged in, and the orgie 
scribed as novel and < 
Fletcher has great hopes 

( the interior.

sensible people must reject them with dis- ,
gust. This nuisance of sensationalism is be- JkePt and Mt them free-

The guards who had charge of convicts did
not make any resistance. In fact resistance 
would have been useless, for the raiders 
came in such numbers that they would have 
speedily overpowered them. As many as 
five hundred convicts have been released 
and let loose upon the community since last 
Friday evening. The liberated 
supplied with citizens’ clothes, so that they 
can not be readily discovered by their 
dress. The work of freeing the convicts 
has, it is said, only commenced. The men 
are determined to release every convict 
leased out to do the work of a free man.

coming intolerable, and is doing the news
papers any amount of harm. People are 
beginning to lose faith in what they see in 
the telegraphic columns of the American

“ENQUIRES” ONCE MORE.
To the Editor :—It is not in my po 

to alleviate 44 Enquirer’s ” 44 shock ” farther 
than to say, ftiazt ante, that the rufhor that 
Begg & Co. had 44 applied for a free grant 
of an enormous acreage of Crown lands, 
which they propose to apply to their 
own private advantage,” is a Daseless fabri 
cation ; that the 44 huge land speculation,” 
conjured up for the occasion, is a myth ; 
and that as no such firm as Begg A Co. 
exists in connection with the Crofter 
colonization scheme,, no application could 
have been made, as asserted —neither have 
I made application on my own behalf for 
any Crown lands in “ return ” for my “ 
vices.” This solemn (not flippant) state
ment of facts should be accepted, as he 
says, from a gentleman of my “ years and 
standing,” and not be put to one side 
perversely by 44 Enquirer ” calling it 44 beg 
ging the question.” (I use his phrase to en- 
c°tirage the feeble attempt at wit in per
petrating the stale pun ! ) It is neverthe
less a fact that “ Enquirer ” has been mis
informed, and he should heroically and 
patriotically « eat the leek. ” Let us adhere 
to facts and leave- rumors to mischief-mak
ing busy-bodieà—for they 44 delight to bark 
and bite,” as the good old hymn has it. For 
my part, I am not so quixotically inclined 
as to waste words with such champions of 
straw. I therefore decline to 
further enquiries, unless they are made 
over “ Enquirer’s ” borna fide signature, that 
I may know if I am dealing with a “ gen
tleman of years and standing,” and be able 
to judge if he has ever done, or may be ex
pected to do, anything in the way of 
philanthropy or patriotism.

$ GLASGOW

From an Old Friend l 
—A Victoria An 

His Mai

MUNICIPAL REFORM.

The subject of Municipal Reform is 
pying the attention of the people of the- 
United States. The cities of the Great 
Republic are not well governed. The 
people do not get the comforts and the con
veniences they require, their municipal 
officials are not efficient, and much of the 
money raised as taxes from the citizen’s 
goes goodness knows where. The want of 
good city government is so pressing and so 
generally felt, that thoughtful and able 
men, in the United States, are trying to 
find.a remedy for municipal mismanage
ment.* The Forum for October, and the 
the North American Review for November, 
contain able and interesting articles on 
this very important subject.

Speaking of taxation, about which almost 
every one in every city thinks that he 
knows a great deal, Professor Eliqt, in the 
Forum, says :

“In the first place, the incidence of taxes 
is one of the most difficult subjects in poli
tical economy, and very few American 
legislators know anything-about it. More 
than that, very few Americans, in any pro
fession or walk of life, know anything about 
it. The colleges and universities of the 
country are greatly to blame for this condi
tion of things. They never began to teach 
political science in any serious way till 
about twenty years ago. The generation of 
men now in their prime either never studied 
any political economy at all, or studied it 
in one small text took for 
week for perhaps half a year at school or 
college, or they picked up a few notions 
about it in the intervals of professional or 
business occupation after they had entered 
upon their life work. The number of living 
Americans who have any thorough and sys
tematic knowledge of the principles of 
political economy, including the incidence 
of taxes, is absolutely' insignificant ; and 
these few are mostly either professors or 
business men who have teen alsa life-long 
students. The average business man and 
the average professional man have never 
given any atteption to the science, except, 
perhaps, to some little part of it, like the 
doctrine of protection, Which has tempo
rarily had some political interest.”

Professor Eliot would be surprised to find, 
in every town and' village in the United 
States and Canada, men who would under
take, at a moment’s notice, to give him les
sons on the principles of political economy 
and the incidence of taxation. They 

how very far 
astray he is in regarding the subject 
a difficult one, and in saying that there are 
few on this continent who have mastered it.
These gentlemen have found a royal road to 
the knowledge of political economy which 
Adam Smith, C. W. Eliot and other old 
fogies could never discover.

But taxation is not the only subject 
nected with the government of municipali
ties which, in Professor Eliot’s opinion, re
quires great skill and special training to deal A Attack,
with efficiently. He has a word to say 8IR8t—My children were taken ill
about streets and other public works, which diphtheria^^ha^nothin^l^^^house Smt 
every intelligent householder would do well 88585*1 ^uretf'iÆ^nJÆÆffi 
to consider carefully. He shys : disease would have developed into diphtheria

“1 turn next t0 the 0486 of highways, in- ‘ “SmiÜ'e? cZmkmin, Moore's Falls,

men are
occu-

to be borne by the company. Here is where 
the material aid* of the company’s capital 
comes in to advantage and strengthens the 
whole undertaking. It will be their busi
ness to provide steamers for the transit of 
the fish to the markets, already arranged 

them, and which 
the various lines of railway 

business. It is not beyond 
appliances within reach

Disastrous Storms 
Wind—Buffalo 

Connemara
THE FAMINE IN RUSSIA.

future of the Dominion depends, in a very 
great measure, upon the way in which the 
affairs of the great Northwest are ad
ministered.

I The newspapers have of late been filled 
-with accounts of the famine in Russia. We 
are told that millions in that country are 
now starving, that the scarcity of food is 
causing the greatest suffering, that the 
people are using the most innutritions and 
unwholesome substances as substitutes for 
'bread, and that, in spite of what men of all 
classes are doing to relieve the distress, 
large numbers are daily dying of starvation 
and of diseases brought on and aggravated 
by starvation. There is little or nothing 
said about the area over which this scarcity 
and suffering exist. The general impres
sion is that there is famine in the whole of 
Russia, but that the suffering is greater ig 
some parts of the country than in others.

A correspondent of the North- American 
Review, who has just come from Russia, 
asserts that the suffering from want of food 
in that country is greatly exaggerated. He 
says :— -

What the State authorities intend to do in 
this grave crisis no one seems to know. 
The country people almost to a man side 
with the miners, and assist them in violat
ing the law. The mischief which is sure to 
result from liberating so many criminals 
can hardly be calculated. The Government 
which permits such open defiance of the 
laws as is now being practised in Tennessee 
with impunity can hardly be called a model 
Government. The law which- permits a 
Government to hire out convicts in platoons 
is no doubt a bad law, but it should either 
be enforced or repealed in a constitutional 
way. No country can afford to allow the 
law to l>e openly set at naught. But this is 
what is being done to-day in the State of 
Tennessee.

for by 1 
reached by

ready for each business. It is not
the bounds of _rr-------- --------- w
prognosticate that the hundreds of thou
sands of visitors from all parts of the 
at the Chicago Exhibition in 1893, as well 
as th#; permanent residents of that great 
city, will have a constant supply of delicious 
fresh fish for their daily use from British 
Columbia. That, to say the least, would be 
a first class advertisement. Yet, in all this, 
we fail to see where the Crofter Coloniza
tion Scheme interferes, to the detriment of 
existing labor in the province.

There is a branch of local labor which 
should not be overlooked, but which might 
be interfered with, and to the advantage of 
the province. It is very likely that not à 
few of the daughters of those colonists might 
be inclined to engage as domestic servants.
This being the case the existing rights of 
44 celestial John ” would be invaded, and 
he would have to stand to one side to make 
room for the Scotch lassies. Such a change 
would .doubtless be hailed with pleasure by 
the majority of house-keepers requiring
domestic help. Along with the 1,250 To the Editor;—Mr. Begg can scarcely 
Colonist families, who are the compliment be credited with candour. He does 
of the colonization scheipe, there should be deny that he and his associates expect to 
a large number of first-class domestics. secure a gift of public lands. He merely 

Then, again, the insinuation is made that aays that they do not expect to be rewarded 
the crofter fishermen are devoid ot ambition with lands for their 44 services ” in settling 
—inclined to be indolent, and many other the Crofters. Very well, then,, 
objectional things. Men are, more or less, ground do they rest their claim to be allot- 
the creatures of circumstances. Under the ted a big slice of the Crown domain? And 
circumstances in which the crofter fishermen have they, or have they not made applies- 

placed in portions of the Highlands and tion for such? It would be more 
islands of Scotland, it is not surprising that to Mr. Begg’s credit if he would 
they have so little ambition. To make meet the issue fairly, instead of 
room for large farmers, sheep runs and adopting the tactics of “ Bro. Fox ” to es 
deer forests, years ago, hundreds of cape giving a straightforward answer to a 
families were evicted from the homes plain question. Inquirer.
of their forefathers. Many of them left 
their native land for foreign countries and 
have been successful in their new homes;
others migrated to cities or were obliged to To the Editob:-Iii year issue of the °u* °f w“y* bUl «de 5th inst., appears a repoj of X troubt
patches. Those patches some o! the tenants the SX Wellington passed through receut- 
trenched and improved, only to find that ly, and among other tifings X noti<4 That 
rente were -mposied on improvements which the fact of the steamer Marie Ta^L off 
were not worth making. The tenants who from me, on the night of Sunday th/ 1st 
made no improvements had less rent to pay. November, ia-written in such a wav as to 
This almost amounted to a veto on making cast a reflection on the captain ^f that 
improvements, in fact, may be said to have vessel T wish to state emphatically T 
been a premium against ambition. Such a behalf of that gentleman, myself» od nv 
state, of affairs, intensifying as the popula- officers and crew, tiÜHi steTmer “n the 
ti°n increased, led to carelessness and dis- world could have done a»ything else but 
content amongst a noble race, inclined to leave my ship, in such weather as surround 
be mdustnoua, and who will prove, if oppor- ed us at that time. Captain Schiott did 
tumty is afforded them, that they are the only thing possible nndpr th»
^Toî/etier8 tâfjïï* WÜ1 ^ stanc^dj? ^tramLet SÎ/
rZh, Jhey Wd,1 e°m* a11 that he could have acted differently to «thave * done^’not «yjî»11'.0115^ ‘be world over he did. And furthermore, will you allL ’ 
have done, notwithstanding what Tom, me to publicly thank the captain and crew 
Dick and Harry may say to the contrary, of the Marie, who did ev«ythteg that men 
The present time seems most opportune for could do to relieve our llmTft entiroiv 
the advent of such a class of settlers into hopeless condition, 
this province, to develop the fisheries and 
other industries, now ripe for concerted 
action to make them profitable to all con
cerned.—Yours, etc.,

can be Rev. T. Somerville, wri 
ONIST from Glasgow, nnds 
19th, says : “In the 
arrived this morning, then 
an interesting discussion 
Ottawa on the pension of 
Postmaster, Victoria, in 
reported to have said in a 
tion: * I do not know wh« 
I don’t think he is in Vie

That vast region is to be 
peopled, and the most is to be made of its 
resources. If the Northwest is neglected or 
badly managed the Dominion will, for an 
indefinite period longer, stabd still ; if its
affairs are carefully attended tes and the To the Editor:—From the remarks al
right policy inaugurated and vigorously r®ady made on this subject it should be evi- 
carried out, it wiil proper, and the whole
of Canada will feel the stimulus of its ad- at first, is designed and capable of great ex- 

No one roan /in the whole tension through its numerous ramifications.
Results of the greatest value and import
ance to the Province, to the colonists them
selves, and to other settlers who surround 
them, may be expected from such a com
plete organization. The division of labor 
will necessitate a number of branches or 
departments, each having special work to 
perform, but with one common aim for the 
benefit of the whole. This system of pro
gression and co-operation, under the super
vision of competent managers, who will not 
be above lending a hand at the work, and 
who very likely will have an interest in thé 
profits arising from their department, will

ers still blooming in their gardens, are apt the Northwestward who has a more than indu(*> “*d stimulate greater activitv. It
to forget that the people of the whole Do- ordinary intent in iteapeed y development. ^Tueh aTay îh“ry‘°w^StoTniîîÏÏ

The general opinion in Manitoba, the Ter- of the colony will have a percentage of the 
ritories and British Columbia is that the profits on his labor. Should this be so, idle- 
Hon. Mr. Chapleau is not the man for the ne88 and discontent, and strikes, will not
position. We ventured say that, of the T ha"d of in these new settlements. With
e». , , ^ J • , . . steady employment, the fishermen, out of
fifteen supporters of the Government which their wages, will be able to provide for their 
these provinces and territories send to Par- families, pay up their advances, and soon 
Marnent, not one will approve dl the choice become the absolute owner! of their boats,
of Mr. Chapleau as Minister of the Interior. • i it. • •. . . . T. ,, , There is nothmg chimerical or Utopian in
This,' is saying too little. It would be the plali herein shadowed forth. It only 
nearer the truth to say that there is not proposes to do similar work to that which 
one of them who will not protest, Bas been performed by others under much 
more or less vigorously, to his "J0~“fa™™blc«>;™n'8^noes for hundreds 
. . f. of years past. Those fishermen on the
being appointed to the position. Every western frontier will, under this system,
one who knows the kind of man that have the advantage of such moral and 
Mr. Chapleau is cannot but foresee that if notorial support as cannot fail to inspire 
he i, placed over the Department of the In-
terror the administration of Northwestern of promiscuous immigration, who are obliged 
affairs will be an administration by deputies to do the best they can uoder the circum- 
and clerks, and this is the sort of adminis- at&nceSt and elberw ” their way amongst 
tration of aU othera, that the Northwest ^rmt «Lr^whotiXtquTed
does nçt want. 4 to labor at industries connected with their

We submit that it is only fair that the work, will open up a new field for them- 
supporters of the government, west of Lake Jnd tbe*r co-workers ; and they will
Superior, should be consulted in the choice ^^.G^inlXhM «£?
of the man selected t<* be the head of the selves in their calling with certain remuner- 
Department of the Interior. It wouM be tion .for their labor from the beginning, 
very bad policy indeed to plase in that posi- , .d5r 8ucb a 8tate °* affair®—planted fn
““\—5r ?î“r T,T"d £
one who would not efficiently and zealously for tikmselves and families, and having 
perform its very important dnties. We plenty of capital to “ back” them, what is 
cannot bring ourselves to believe t&at so t*lere 10 induce them to desert
prudent and so sagacious a statesman as Mr Î™ XXiJv1 Pro8,Peota> 88
... ... . ® -, ,. acme pessimistic characters have pre-
Abbott is proving himself to be, would com- dieted they would? Surely nothing so 
mit such a very serions mistake as this. suitable for them in any other part of the

Province—nothing so good in the neighbor- 
why Mr. Dewdney <“g territory—nothing that Could entioe 

should be displaced to make room for/a them to go to any other portion of the Do- 
Mini,te, in almost every way so objection- ho'Z/the^JmV^ * ** 
able as Mr. Chapleau. ' The present Minis-

to

THE CROFTER QUESTION—NO. 4. world

vancement.
Dominion will have so much to do with retard
ing or farthering this most important work 
as the Minister of the Interior, whoever he 
may be. This is why the representatives 
and the people of the/Northwest, to 
are most desirous th

enough, Mr. Wallace wi 
paper arrived, and was v 
at the ignorance of hit 
have threatened to deli 
House at Ottawa when, 
Mr. Wallace, since his ret 
going to and fro, but ha 
this, his native city. As i 
tension of Glasgow his hoi 
is built on the knowe to i 
make a jcurney on the Sat 
brambles.

** There is taking p 
by virtue of an act of 
farther illustrates the gre 
Around the city there w 
villages, which gradually 
Par tick, Go van, Mary hi 
others. Till within the h 
was a decent walk betwi 
these suburbs, but the in 
have been built over, aj 
they have practically been 
But they had each 
magistrate of its owr 
dictes—but now they 
part of the city—Great 
it is called, with a popula 
000.
when they are over, ins 
council of 45, we will have 

“ What sort of w eather 
Here it has been miserable 
In the olden days the grot 
used to be coffee, beans i 
beans, baoon and coffee—tl 
*nd beans. There has bee 
variety in the weather- 
cold ; cold, wind and rain 
wind.
terrible storm. Chimney i 
ney pots are scattered like ] 
gable walls lie mingled tog* 
Steamers have lost funnels, 
on shore. The grain has ni 
in many parts ; indeed, in I 
been cut. The wind and ri 
havoc with it ; some has be* 

stocks and some swe 
traded streams. When I 
n$>n

answer

a man,
h^t the Minister placed 

at the head of that department shall be a 
man who is keenly alive to the importance 
of the work he has to do and the responsi
bilities that he undertakes. They want to see 
a man in the office^ who is acquainted with

OUR CLIMATE.
Alex. Begg.

MR. BEGG AND HIS SCHEME-British Columbians, when they see the 
grass still green in their fields and the flow- Par

I“ There are more than two million square 
miles of territory in European Russia in
habited by more than ninety millions of 
loyal subjects of the Czar. Out of this en
ormous area the crops of 1891 are bad in 
five oblasts or provinces, to my knowledge, 
comprising less than 90,000 square miles, 
and inhabited by about eight millions of 
people. This means absolute distress in 
certain restricted regions. It means no 
more. There are districts of Ireland in 
whicl) the potato crop is deficient this year. 
There' is a territory covering two millions 
of acres, called Oklahoma, I read, in your 
own great country, where there are no 
crops, and where human beings are 
dying of starvation. But Ireland 
is not famine-stricken in 1891, nor are the 
United States, nor is.the Russian Empire. 
The ukase of the Czar, forbidding the ex
portation of rye and oa% has been made 
the pretext for this monstrous story. That 
ukase was issued for military reasons, not 
economical reasons. Since August 1st 
more than 300,000 Russian troops—a 
majority of them Cossack cavalry and light 
troops—have been moved into Southwestern 
Russia from the east. There are now 640,- 
000 troops of all arms established for pre
cautionary and disciplinary purposes be
tween Odessa and the Pruth and Warsaw. 
To secure the comfort and efficiency of this 
vast body of troops, the Russian Govern
ment gave orders months ago for the 
centration in these provinces of adequate 
supplies of grain of the necessary kinds ; 
and as it was notorious that the Jew grain- 
brokers always try to raise the domestic 
price, especially to the Government, of 
grain, when they scent an unusual de
mand by forced 
ukase

minion are not so highly favored as to cli
mate as they are. When they feel the warm 
sunshine and see the gentle Jain descend
ing on the soft earth, they do not realize that 
a great part of Canada is now clothed with a 
thick mantle of snow, and that the ground 
under it is made by the frost as hard as 
stone. The frost, which has not yet made 
its appearance here, has, in the East, put a 
stop to vegetation, .and forced the people 
on the eastern side of the Rocky Mountains 
to cover themselves with furs when they 
take their walks abroad. Yet growlers 
here complain of the weather, and men and 
women lately from the East growl about the 
dampness and chilliness as if they had been 
reared in the tropics. If they were at 
home npw, their noses would turn bine if 
they ventured out of doors, and they could 
not go to see a neighbor who lived two or 
three blocks away without wrapping, them
selves up to their ears. It is astonishing to see 
how forgetful people are, and how little they 
value the advantages and the comforts they 
enjoy in the mild and delightful climate of 
this Pacific Province. If they could, in a 
moment, be transferred to some part of the 
Dominion two or three thousand miles east, 
they ’would realize the contrast, and appre
ciate the blessing of being where frost is 
hardly known and where snow is a rarity.

a few hours ar-
on what

are

The elections are no

THE WELLINGTON-

There has just

would show him

con-

ing a familiar and 
1 Providence has t

the farmers, in favor c 
44 Did yon hear of our gr< 

hibition opened by Lord Lc 
by Lord Aberdeen ? It wai 
It was filled with pictures 
things. There was rich 
by Godfrey’s Band ; the L 
and others. It made a pie* 
spring for us. The buildin 
taken by “Buffalo Bill” for 
show. W e expect him dos 
horses and wild Indians, (sk 
said to have been born in 0

exportations, tbe 
ie forbidding such exportation» 

was suggested by the able Imperial Finance 
Minister Vischnegradsky, approved by the 
Cz*r. and issued. ”

con

tours, etc.,
Uolin Salmon d. 

Capt. as. Wellington.The writer is, evidently, strongly pro- 
Russian and anti-Jewish, so his rose-colored 
account must be taken with some grains of 
allowance. If he had added, that certain 
grain speculators in America, seeing that

Alex. Begg, 
C.C. for B.C.It is difficult to see Well Recommended.

^anrdheroreCOmme^ “ “ ^ Mend8 
Alan G. jMcLkod, Souris, Man.

October 31, 1891.
Colored work a specialty in all départ

iez bs of the Colonist office.
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