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By Fred Landon, M.A.,
in the Journal of Negro History
When President Fillmore signed the
Fugitive Slave Bill on September 18,
1850, he started a Negro migration
that continued up te the opening of
the Civil War, resulting in thousands
of people of color crossing over into

/| more to move from one State intc an-
other seeking safety from their vursu-
ers. While the free Negro population
of the North increased by nearly
80,000 ih the decade after 1850, the
gain was chiefly in three States. Ohio,
Michigan and Illinois. Connecticut
had fewer free people of color in 1860
than in 1850 amd there were half a
dozen States that barely held' their
own during the period. The three
States showing gains were those bor-
dering on Canada where the runaway
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slave or the free man in danger could
flee when threatened. It is estimat-
ed that from fifteen to twenty thous-
and Negroes entered Canada between
1850 and 1860, increasing the Negro
population of the British provinces
from about 40,000 to nearly 60,000. The
greater part of the refugee population
‘i~-ff‘tt1£1\<‘; in the southwestern part of the
present province o fOntario, chiefly in
what now comprises the counties of
Essex and Kent, bordering on the De-
troit River and Lake St. Clair. This
large migration of an alien race into
a country more sparsely settled than
any of the Northern States might have
been, expected to cause trouble, but
records show that the Canadians re-
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lrivals within the last few days and|jt

ceived the refugees with bindnoss and
gave them what help they could. At
the close of the CQivil War many of
the Negroes in exile returned, *hus
relieving the situation in Canada.

The Fugitive Slave Bill had@ been
signed but a month, when Farrison
pointed out in The Liberator that a
northward trek of free people was al-
ready under way. “Alarmed at the
operation of the new Fugitive Slave
Law, the fugitives from slavery are
pressing northward. Many have
been obliged to flee precipitately leav-
ing behind them what little they had
acquired since making their escape
from slavery.” The American Anti-
Slavery Society’s report also rnotes
the consternation into which the Ne-
8ro population was thrown by the
new legislation and from many other
contemporary . sources there may. be
obtained information showing the
distressing results that followed im-
mediately upon the signing of the
bill. Reports of the large number of
IIH‘\\ arrivals were soon coming from
Canada. Hiram Wilson, a mission-
ary at St. Catharines, writing in The
Liberator of December 14 1850 says:
“Probably not less {l]:lll 3,000 have
taken refuge in this country since
the first of September. Only for the
attitude of the north there would
have been many.

other parts of southern Ontario.

riving at Sandwich
River,

1851, he reports 17 arrivals in a week. |t

On April 22, 1852, he records 15 ar already established or being formed

thougands more.’4|ing associations.

with fugitives and that what is true | Was not organized.
of his own district is true also of | 'Y was.

Henry Bibb in his paper “The Voice | Gentleman who recently made a sur-
of the Fugitive” published frequent [ vey of the co-operative marketing or-
reports of the number of fugitives ar-|ganizations of the South writeg that
on the Detroit [the colored farmer does not need sep- [Apply 37 D’Arcy Street, Toronto.
In the issue of December 3,1arate organizations, but will fdind it

notes that the underground railroad
is doing good business this spring.
On May 20, 1852, he reports ‘“‘quite

THE FUG'TIVE SLAVE AGT an accesion of refugees to our num-

bers during the last two weeks,” and
on June 17, notes the visit of agents
from Chester, Pennsylvania, prepar-
atory to the movement of a
number of people of color from that
place to Canada. On the same date
he says: “Numbers of free persons of
color are arriving in Canada from
_Pennsylvania and the District of Col-
umbia, Ohio and Indiana. Sixteen
passed by Windsor on the seventh
and 20 on the eigth and the cry is
‘still they® come.’” The immigration
was increasing week by week, for on
July 1 it was reported in The Voice
of the Fugitive that “in a single day
last week there were not less than
65 colored emigrants landed at this
place from the South . . As far
4s we can learn, not less than 200
have arrived within our vicinity since
last issue.” Almost every number of
the paper during 1852 gives figures
as to the arrivals of the refugees.
On September 23, Bibb reported the
arrival of three of his own brothers,
while on November 4th, 1852, there
is recorded the arrival of 23 men,
women and children in 48 hcurs,
Writing to The Liberator on Novem-
ber 12, 1852, Mary E. Bibb said that
during the last ten days they had
sheltered 23 arrivals in their own
home. The American Missionary
Association, which had workers
among the fugitives in Canada noted
in its annual report for 1852 that
there had been g large increase of
the Negro population during the vear
while further testimony to the great
activity along the border is given by
the statement that the Vigilance Com-
mittee at Detroit assisted 1200 ref-
ugees in one year and that the Cleve-
land Vigilance Committee had a re-

large
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A. M. E. CHURCH, CHATHAM
Corner King and Prince Sts.
REV. WM. F. SEAY, PASTOR

Sunday Services
10.00 a.m.—Class Meeting.
11.00 a.m. and 7.30 p.m.—Preaching,
Harvest Home Services Oct. 7 to 12
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St. John’s A.U.F. C.M.B. Church
CHATHAM

Preaching 11.00 a.m. and 8.00 p.m,

Sunday School 2.00 p.m.

Spencer’s League, 7.30 p.m.
Rev. Wm. A. Richardson, Pastor
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Hill St. Baptist Church

Hill Street, London, Ont.
REV: . F JOHNSON, Pastor
Sunday Services

Brotherhood—10 a.m.
Preaching—11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday School—12 n.
Prayer Meeting—~Wednesduy evening
Sunday Oct, 21, first report of Annual

Rally.
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22 Rebecca Street
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LET’S ALL GO TO THE

cord of assisting more than a hun-
dred a month to freedom.

(To be continued)
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Organization for White and Colored
(By The Associated Negro Presg)

Washington, Oct.—In the next three
years, 95 per cent of the cotton and
tobacco growers of the South will be
enthusiastic members of co-operative
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marketing associations, Senator Smith
democrat, of South Carolina, predict- |
ed in a statement issued to-day. These
asscciations will make the price of
those projects stable, he said, the pub-
lic as well as the producer will know
month by month g year in advance,
the price at which they will be sold.
“For the last three months I have
been among the cotton and tobacco
planters of the Carolinas and Virgin-
ia,” he said, “and they are awake to
the soundness of the fundamental
principles of Co-operative markeiing.
Manufacturers and in all industry, ex-

cept agriculture, are now well organ-
ized on co-operative basis. This in-
cludes labor. The stockholders are
like farmers in Co-operative market-
When deflation

One of the editors of the Country

Band.
He says that his church is thronged | came, the farmer alone was hurt. He Open for in or out of town engage.
All other indust- ments—Picnics,

TUSON’S ROSES

Opposite Prince Edward Hotel
WINDSOR, PHONES 348—460—339

~ Male Help Wanted

\\'ANTED—Expurivnced man to
work in furniture repair shop. Also
a young man who wants to learn any
of the following trades: FINISHING,
UPHOLSTERING, CABINET MAK-
ING, or CABINET REMODELING.
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GEORGE GANT

Box 197, Chatham, Ont.

Bandmen, to Join Toronto’s Colored
Great outlook for next season.

Fairs, and all out
loor sports. For Terms, write
PROF. I. A. MATHEWS,
97 Oxford St., Toronto.
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