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FLUCTUATIONS IN MARKET 
PRICES PINCH FARMERS

Evidence Before Beef Commission Shows Wherein Farmer Is 
Placed at Mercy of Big Dealers and the Railways.

Five Witnesses Were Examined.

The Beef Commission examined five 
witnesses yesterday. Judging from 
the attendance throughout the day 
and the interest evinced by those pre
sent it is evident the appointment of 
the Commission has stimulated an 
intelligent curiosity into the status of 
the live stock and dressed meat in
dustries of the.province and will have 
a salutary influence from the mere 
publicity of conditions.

The investigation yesterday involv
ed the consideration !of the meat in
dustry from the standpoint of its con 
Burner as well as the producer. The 
comparison made between live weight 
quotations and dressed weight quota
tions was made upon the basis of the 
prices of 1906 as the quotations of 
1907 were held to be rather unusual 
for the purposes of comparison.

The contract system was considered, 
but from the evidence it is apparent 
it is not so prevalent in this district 
as in the south and eastern ranching 
country. One cannot close his eyes 
to the fact that the evidence so far 
adduced unmistakably shows that the 
farmers of this district are not getting 
a square deal in the business game, 
and that they are heavily handicap
ped in the two great industries ol 
their occupation, viz., grain growing 
and stock raising. In all the fluctu
ations of market prices and conditions 
the farmer seems to be invariably the 
one that is pinched.

The inevitable question of shrink
age came in for a share of attention 
The question of taking the shrink is 
not so prevalent here as in the south 
and central Alberta. The witness 
stated that sometimes where farmers 
had very iat and finished cattle 
they would shrink very little. The 
questioning of the counsel brougtit 
out the fact that the- shrink repre
sents really a reduction in price 
'The buyer pays a nominally higher 
quotation, which when the shrink is 
considered, means a reduced quota 
tion.

John Gainer, of titrathcona, wn« 
tlie first witness to be examined. He 
is engaged in buying and selling live 
stock and conducts a retail meat 
business. The territory he operates 
in extends from Edmonton to v7c 
taskiwin. In his evidence Mr. 
Gainer asserted hie business was 
absolutely independent of any other 
firm or corporation in the country.

Gounsel Nolan—“Have you any 
connection with P. Burns & Co.?” 

“Absolutely none.”
Witness stated that he conducted 

a meat market in opposition to P. 
Bums, in' Wetaskiwin. Others had 
engaged in business there, but final- 
ly were squeezed out by the compe
tition of his and the P. Burns shops. 

Retail Prices of Pressed Meats. 
Gounsel Nolan traversed tne 

ground of the retail and dressed 
meat trade, obtaining statements as 
to the percentage of dressed meat 
obtained from the carcass of a 
steer when killed, and a comparison 
of the live weight. Prices paid the 
producer with the retail prices for 
the various cuts obtained on the 
block, charged to the consumer.

Gouneel—“What is the highest 
price paid for choice cuts?”

‘‘15 cents.”
"None sold higher?”
“Mutton goes to 18 cents."
“What is it for pork?”
“15 cents."
“flow does the price this year 

compare with that of last?”
“It’s 1 to 2 cents higher.”
“Since engaging in the retail meat 

business in Wetaskiwm, have you 
ever made any agreement as to com 
bination in prices with your compe 
titors?”

“Never by me, nor has any been 
authorized by me.”

“Is the price regulated by tnn 
local butchers?"

“Yes, they regulate it.”
“Isn't there any understanding? 
“It is understood that one snai 

not under sell the other. We gen 
erally know what the other shop: 
are selling for."

“If you could sell at a smaller 
price than you do, and still make a 
profit, would you do it without con
sulting your competitor, P. Bums & 
Co.?”

“I dou’t think we would."
Dressed Carcass vs. Live Steer. 
“Can you .give expert informa 

tion as to what a live animal will 
dress?”

“I should say about one-half.” 
“Can you tell approximately tne 

number of pounds of meat in the 
various cuts in a side of beef?"

“That depends upon the animal 
and on the breed. I cannot tell 
definitely.”

A diagram of a side of the car 
cas e of a steer was submitted to 
the witness and divided into the 
regulation cuts. He was asked to 
estimate the number of pounds for 
each cut in a beast that would dress 
700 pounds. The estimates submit- 
ed by Mr. Gainer were as follows:

Hind quarter—8hank 15 pounds, 
round 25 pounds, rump 75 pounds 
Sirloin 25 pounds, Porter House 25 
I>ounds, flank 20 pounds; total 185 
pounds.

Front quarter—Plate 35 pounds 
shank 15 pounds, brisket 18 pounds, 
neck 35 pounds, shoulder 40 pounds 
prime of rib 40 pounds; total 183 
pounds, or a total for the whole 
side of beef of 368 pounds.

Gounsel Nolan—“Assuming these 
weights to be correct, what are the 
Charges for these various cuts and 
grades in eaeh?"

Witness then quoted the prices as 
follows :

Bump 10c, sirloin 121-2c, round 
10c, porterhouse 16c, prime of ribs 
10 to 12 l-2e, shoulder 5c, 8c and 10c 
average 7 cents.

Neck, often sold as afternoon sir
loin, 4 c, brisket 5c to 6c, plate 6c 
flank 6c, shanks 25c.

Offal of No Value.
The question of the value of the 

offal was discussed. Mr. Gainer 
said they did not figure the offal was 
worth any meie'-thah the labor con
necter! with it.
the tongue was sold for 25 cents per 

On lurtiher questioning he said 
tongue, calves' liver 5 cents a pound 
and heart 25 cents per heart. The 
hide was put at $3. _

Now what» would this steer that 
dresses 700 pounds, cost you last 
year?”

“About $35.”
A mathematical calculation was 

made which showed the dressed 
carcass sold at the prices stated ag
gregated $59.96, which, with the offal 
valued at $4, made the price realized 
by the butcher $63.96, or a gross 
profit of $28.96.^-

A comparison of Prices.
The above schedules of prices for 

live and dresseod weight were com
pared with those prevailing this sea
son. The witness stated that the 
live weight price would be 20 per 
cent liigher, which meant the steer 
would cost $42. The retail prices on 
an average would be 1 to 2 cents 
higher.

“Is there any chance of the live 
weight price overtaking the dressed 
weight price?”

“Not if we can help it."
As to Mutton Prices.

A similar comparison was made 
with mutton and sheep. Mr. Gainer 
stated he procured his mutton sup
ply from Maple Creek. Côunting 
first cost, freight and handling, the 
sheep cost him $5 a head. He esti- 
matedo a sheep would dress a half 
of its live weight. Out of a car- 
cas weighing 50 pounds the butchers 
generally sold 10 pounds at 18c, 15 
pounds at 15c, 15 pounds at 12 l-2c, 
10 pounds at 6c. A good pelt was 
worth 75 cents. This made the total 
value of the sheep to the dealer 
$7.27 1-2 or a profit of $2.271-2 on an 
investment of $5.

Pork Considered Next.
The same investigation was con

ducted in the pork business.
Counsel—“What was the highest 

you paid for pork last year?”
“About 5 cents. I believe I paid 
cents once.”
“Where do you buy your hogs? 
“Down the C & R. and C.v& E. as 

far as Innisfail.”
“Who pays freight?”
“The seller does, and I do, accord 

ing to the bargain.”
“Why was pork higher this year 

than last year?”
I don't know. Scarcer, I guess 

It was worth more to other buyers.1 
"What controls the price?"
“Don't know.”
“What fixes it to you?”
“The farmer won't sell. He can 

export."
Does that cause the price- to 

rise?"
“Yes."
“What were hogs this spring? 
“Seven and a quarter cents.”
“Did any one pay more?"
“Burns paid 8 cents, because 

others paid 7 1-4.”
‘What prices did you charge for 

dressed pork last year?”
About the same as beef."
How much does a pig shrink in 

dressing?"
‘About one-third.”
‘What is the difference between 

live weight and dressed weight 
prices of pork?”

"About 2 1-2 cents a pound.” 
“What weight do you want them 

to dress?”
200 pounds, and we do not kick' 

or cut the price until they exceed 
300 pounds.”

Witness estimated the average 
price of dressed pork at 10 cents, 
and that a pig weighed 200 pounds 
and dressing -two-thirds or lbc 
pounds would sell for $13.30. 'me 
cost of such a pig would be $10, 
leaving a profit of $3.30. “That’s 
enough,” said Mr. Gainer.

Rise Was General.
The witness explained that there 

was a general rise in dressed meat 
quotations early this spring, even 
before the sudden rise in pork. In 
dresed pork it amounted to a rise 
of 1 to 1 l-2c a pound all round.

Did you reduce the price ol 
dresseod pork when the prices oi 
the live article slumped?”

“No."
This led Mr. Nolan to remark that 

it was a saving in bookkeeping.
“Why didn't you reduce the price 

of the dresed article when the live 
weight price dropped?”

“It is not customary."
The investigation then turned 

upon the methods of buying cattle. 
Mr. Gainer said he preferred to buy 
grain-fed cattle by the pound. Hé 
paid 4 cents per head last April. In 
answer to a question, he stated that 
lie generally reckoned a spread ol 
from 1-4 to 1-2 a cent up for grain 
fed steers.

“Is this any or sufficient encour
agement to the farmers to under
take to feed grain to their wintered 
cattle?" said Mr. Nolan.

“I don’t know. Fat cattle w he thin 
hay fed or grain fed are good keep. 
There is no difference,” replied 
the witness.

“Do you take off a 5 per cent 
shrink?”
' "It depends on the bargain."

Witness said he occasionally ship
ped to Gordon * Ironsides, Winni 
peg, and Mr. Nolan tried to ascer
tain how witness determined the 
price paid to the producer for his 
stock. He replied that it was de
terminated by the surroundings. Gor 
don A Ironsides sent him their 
quotations off cars in Winnipeg, and 
he purchased accordingly.

“Who pays the freight when you 
ship to Gordon, Ironsides & Co.?

1 “They do.”
“Do they send you a receipt which

they receive from the C. P. R. certi
fying they have paid your freight; or 
<lo they send a statement of then- 
own?”

‘They have sent both, I think.” 
‘Can you produce those receipts?” 
T may. I don't know.”
‘Is the freight they collect from 

you the same that they pay the C. P. 
R.?“

‘I have no reason to doubt that it 
is not the same.”

“Wouldn’t that be an injustice to 
you, if it were so?”

“If I were competing with them it 
would.”

Car Supply.
With regard to car supply Mr. 

Gainer said that it was often ditti 
cult to obtain ears and sometimes 
the railway would attempt to “palm 
off” box cars upon him. The aver
age run from titrathcona to Winni- 
!>eg was five days, which Mr. Gainer 
vainly attempted to justify as a 
reasonable run. He acknowledged it 
sometimes took six days.

He had no kick to raise against 
the farming out of the feeding priv
ileges at Moosejaw or other divis
ional points along the Une of rail
way, Jiut admitted it might consti
tute a real grievance.

Mathematics Beggared.
“Have you ever been put upon a 

way freight in shipping to Winni
peg?”

"No. I have been hung up and de
layed on sidings.”

“Well," s^id Mr. Nolan, “if 1- 
look you six days on a through 
treight, would mathematics aid you 
if you ha/1 should have the misfor
tune to be put upon a way-freight, 
as some of the witnesses have been, 
who have testified before this Com
mission, to calculate the time it 
would take you to make a run to 
Winnipeg?"

Mr. Oliver C. Carson, of the Stur
geon district, gave a phase of the 
question as it affects the small pro
ducer and mixed farmer. He said 
there was little or no competition. 
Beef was often so cheap that it was 
more profitable to sell oats at 20 
cents, than feed them to the live 
stock. He remarked that the great 
grievance of the farmer was the un
steadiness and uncertainty of the 
markets here. Everything the farmer 
grew had less value in the market 
than anything he had to buy. What 
he had to sell was cheap and what 
was necessary to buy was high and 
represented too much oî his labor. 
Under these conditions the farmer 
had tittle hope of progress. “It is 
better to sit idle than work idly, 
said Mr. Carson.

He stated the country v :.s ndn.ir 
ably adapted for cattle an! Ing rais
ing. All the tarmer needed ws 
better markets.

A suggestioii of the Commission 
was heartily approved by the presi
dent of the farmers' association. 
The suggestion was that the govern 
ment collect all the fat cattle every 
spring, and supervise their sale and 
shipment, and apportion -the expenses 
among the various shippers. To this 
Mr. Fletcher said: “That is the short 
cut to the best remedy, and the peo
ple would support it heartily. This 
would eliminate the uncertainty."

Difficulty In Selling.
Henry Bell, of Sunnyside, described 

the difficulty he found in selling his 
fat cattle in 1906. He stated there 
was not enough encouragement to 
feed for the spring market. Last yeaf 
he considered that after counting 
everything that it cost to feed arid 
winter his cattle, he had nothing left 
for his own labor.

In speaking of pork, Mr. Bell said 
that an Equity buyer began buying 
last winter here, and the other deal
ers pushed up the price until they 
shut him out, whereupon it dropped 
again. In reply to a question as to 
what remedy he would apply, Mr. 
Bell stated that the Society of Equity 
had a plan to restrict the output of 
production until it affected prices.

Met Local Competition.
The next witness was J. J. Duggan 

of titrathcona. Mr. Dugagn is me 
local agent there for P. Burns & Co. 
He stated that his field of operations 
was along the C. N. R. east, princi
pally at Vegreville and Vermmon. 
Last year he purchased 300 head in 
that district, and stated he met the 
competition of the local butchers.

His plan of doing business was the 
same as outlined and described by 
the agents of P. Burns & Co’, in oth
er places. Mr. Duggan visited the 
district in March and contracted with 
the farmers for the delivery of their 
cattle on June 12th. He made con
tracts, he said, in nearly every case. 
Witness was asked to produce (me of 
iiis contract forms, which he promis
ed to do. On being shown a form 
used in other districts by the Burns 
agents, Mr. Duggan said -his was sub
stantially the same.

The Contract and Competition.
“What effect do these contracts 

have?"
“I suppose other buyers couldiYt 

buy them over these contracts."
“What price do you put in the con

tract?"
“On that occasion I put 4c.” 
"Suppose it went up before deliv 

ery?”
“It never does.”
“Did you fix the price?”
"I got instructions from Calgary to 

pay 4c."
“Do you exact the 5 per cent, 

shrink?"
“I give the option of a 12 hour 

starve or 5 per cent shrink.”
“What would 4c per lb. mean -with 

5 per cent, shrink?"
“It would mean $3.80 pe? cwt. 
“That is,” said Mr. Nolan. “ II 

really means you are paying the farm
er $3.80, and make him believe he 
is getting $4 per cwt. for his beef.

Mr. Nolan wanted to know if the 
witness made any distinction in price 
between hay fed and grain fed steers. 
He said there was generally no differ
ence, but acknowledged that gram- 
fed steers were better shippers, but 
if one was as fat as the other, he 
made no discrimination.

" Who pays the freight on the cat
tle you buy?”

“I bill them to Burns. He pays 
me so much for the trip.”

Witness stated that he had no trou 
ble in obtaining cars at VegrevKle. 
Four cars came threugh EdmonVvi

for Calgary, and the rest, a trainload, 
were sent to Gordon, Ironsides & 
Co. These were the smoothest and 
best looking and were picked at Ve- 
greville by the agent of Gordon, Iron
side & Co. They were the tip tops 
of the bunch.
Arrangement Between Big Dealers.
“How wae that arrangeemnt made 

between Burns and Gordon, Iron
sides ?”

“ It was arranged in Calgary.”
“ Isn't that a standing arrange

ment?"
“ Don't know.”
“Haven’t ‘ you an hallucination n 

is so. Don’t you know Burns hifjs 
everything, and sorts them for Gor
don & Ironsides? You know that?” 

“Yes."
“ Upon what basis did Gordon & 

Ironsides pay for these?”
“I don’t know.”
Mr. Nolan asked witness if the 

practice of cutting out the cream of 
the cattle by one buyer reduced the 
price of butcher cattle, and that if 
buying them from the producers was 
actuated by more than philanthropy.

Mr. Duggan told of his trip through 
the Vegrevile and Vermilion districts 
during the present season. He con
tracted for 260 head at 4 l-2c. These 
were to be delivered on June 15th, 
but as all the cattle were not tat 
enough some wefe left to July 1st, 
and the rest to August. Mr. Duggan 
explained that the farmers did not 
kick against this, as it was to their 
own interest to have their cattle as 
fat as possible.

“Did all the farmers sign the con
tracts?"

“A number wouldn't."
“What is the penalty for them?” 
“They have their cattle yet?”
“ Isn't that a good object lesson 

for them?” said Counsel Nolan.
“Do vou feed cattle, Mr. Duggan?” 
“ Yes."
“Do you find it profitable?”
“ Yes."
“Do you sell to Burns?"
“ Yes."
Mr. Duggan expressed himself in 

favor of the inspection oi cattle at 
the point of shipment.

President Fletcher Testifies.
Joshùa Fletcher, president - of the 

Alberta Farmers’ association, was the 
last witness of the day. Counsel 
Nolan examined witness with a view 
to obtaining the value of teeding 
grain in preference to selling it.

Mr. Fletcher stated that as far as 
his experience went he preferred 
dairying to feeding for beef, selling 
off his old cows and a few steers once 
in a while. As for raising hogs, he 
said, the pricey often went down so 
low that it became impossible to 
make a profit. He was of the opin
ion this was a game oi the butchers 
and dealers. They raised the price 
long enough to induce farmers to go 
extensively into nags, and when the 
fanners had a la&ge stock on hand 
the prices suddenly dropped and the 
farmer was at the mercy of the deal- 
'er. Three years ago hogs were as low 
as 2 3-4c. Compwng quotat ions here 
with those in the! least, Mr. Fletcher 
said that eastern prices did not fluc
tuate so much, the average price 
here was fair. The worst feature was 
the uncertainty ot the market.

Who is it puts the prices away 
down below the level of profit?”

“I think it is P. Burns. He fixes 
“I think it is P, ,Burns. He fixes the 

price here here he buys and in British 
Columbia, where he sells. It is im
possible for any one to set up as a 
butcher in opposition to P. Burns S. 
Co."

Mr. Fletcher was asked what remedy 
he could suggest to obviate these griev
ances, to which he replied that it was 
the wish of the people to have the gov
ernment intervene. He was not .clear 
as to what specific action the govern
ment should take He suggested 
public ownership of the pack
ing business and rigid enforcement 
of the railway act. He stated thaï 
small shippers were discriminated 
against by the ranwaye.

“There’s the Sticker.”
“What is your proof,” said Mr. 

Nolan.
“There's the sticker." said iMr. 

Fletcher. “There is widespread pub
lic opinion, and the statement of P. 
Bums himself the other day in Cal
gary ito the effect that he could starve 
the west in ten days. I will not at- 
tempt to prove it."

“Have you any dnlormation that 
will aid me in proving it?” said *he 
counsel.

“No, except the natural order ot 
business that it as cheaper to move 
a trannload than a carload. It pays 
the railway better, and they throw 
trade in the way of the big shipper. 
I can't give the information you 
want. I can't give anything definite 
myself."

Mr. Nolan questioned the witness 
as to what particular remedy the gov
ernment should adopt. Mr. Fletcher 
favored going into the packing and 
canning business in competition with 
private enterprise, though he stated 
that the venture was fraught with 
many dangers, and only justified, if 
justified it could be, by the fact that 
the farmers are the one class that 
cannot be protected against competi 
tion. With respect to the J. Y. Gril 
fin packing house that is being erect
ed in Edmonton, he feared it would 
go the way of all big corporations 
and join the trust, and the second 
state of the farmer would be worse 
than the first. Mr. Fletcher, how
ever, acknowledged that the growth 
of the packing house industry here 
would materially consume a great 
number of hogs, to be .used in the 
manufacture of bacon and hams for 
home trade that now came from Kan 
sas and Nebraska, but he was dubi
ous that the farmer would benen 
proportionately with the packer.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Aid. Gariepy Gives Notice of Motion to Rescind all Motions Passed 

Fixing Street Railway Route—End of Mayor-Walker Tilt—Health 
Bylaw Amended to Provide for Licensing of Tents.

NEW INDUSTRY IN LACOMBE.
The Lacombe Brick, Tile & Cement 

Co., Limited, has been formed in La
combe. The company has been cap
italized at $20,000, divided into 2,000 
shares of $10 each. A large amount 
of the stock has already been sub
scribed for. Work at the yards is 
being rushed. A first class brick ma
chine hasabeen purchased and is now 
in position. The necessary buildings 
are being erected, and the plant will 
be ready to start up next week.

Brought with considerable signifi
cance was a notice oi motion made 
by Alderman Gariepy at the regular 
meeting of the City Council, Tuesday 
evening, to the effect that at a future 
meeting of the Council he will intro
duce a motion to rescind all the mo
tions passed fixing the route of the 
street railway. Alderman Gariepy of
fered no Explanation of the object of 
such a motion. The Mayor Gri-es- 
bach-Ald. Walker tilt, which marked 
the last meeting of .the Council was 
revived, but the pyrotechnic display 
of the previous meeting was not 
again in evidence. Aid. Walker 
claimed the Mayor had given out an 
interview in reference to the financial 
position of tlte city, which was in- 
jurous to the interests of the city, in 
that it spread broadcast the informa
tion that Edmonton was feeling the 
pinch of the money stringency. The 
Mayor denied giving out such an 
interview. Aid. Walker produced the 
interview which appeared in The Bul
letin, and in which the Mayor was 
quoted in reference to the necessity 
of curtailing a number oi the pro
posed public works for this year. His 
Worship admitted the correctness (f 
the interview, but claimed it was not 
injurious to the city’s interest, and 
besides had been authorized by the 
council. Alderman Walker consider
ed it was injurious, anl there the 
question rested. Alderman Manson 
expressed an opinion similar to that 
ci the Mayor.

Allrarman Macauley and . Alderman 
Smith were not present at the meet
ing. Alderman Smith had not yet 
returned from his honeymoon to 
Japan.

The business transacted by the 
council was for tho most part routine. 
A by-law providing for the licensing 
of all tents and temporary buildings 
in the city was passai. This by-law 
will make it necessary for occupants 
of such habitations to secure a 
license from the city, for which a fee 
of $1 is to be charged. The license 
will run from the date of its issu
ance to December 31st of tire same 
year.

The Communications.
Mr. Hogan, secreta|iyttreasurer of 

Local Improvement District No. 27, 
wrote in reference to the necessity of 
improving the St. Albert trail. At a 
meeting of the. council of District 
No. 27 a resolution was passed look
ing to securing the assistance of both 
the City of Edmonton and the pro
vincial government for the gravelling 
of this road.

On motion of Alderman Gariepy and 
Walker, this matter was referred to 
the commissioners for report as to 
the cost of the improvement sugges
tion.

Short, Cross & Biggar, representing 
D. R. Fraser and Cushing Brothers, 
wrote offering to sell three lots in the 
east end to the city at actual cost 
price, $4,642.44, provided the city 
would permit the construction of a 
spur line from the C.N.R. down tine 
lane near these properties to the 
yards of tire two applicants.

“I can’t see what advantage the 
city would gain in purchasing these 
lots,” said the Mayor.

"Neither do I,” said Allerman 
Picard.

“ If we need these properties for 
the G.T.P.,” added his worship, “ we 
can expropriate. The matter of the 
spur line is up to the firms in
terested.”

The secretary was instructed to 
write the applicants stating the city 
did not desiae to purchase the pro
perties.

A petition for a six-foot plank side
walk on the north side of Isabella 
street, from Syndicate to Ottawa 
avenue, was received and deferred to 
the commissioners.

Syndicate Avenue Sewer.
The commissioners reported in De

ference to the petition of Syifdicate 
avenue for sewer and watei con
nections, stating that in view jof the 
fact that to sewer this section ac
cording to plans would cost $60,000, 
and that this was one of the works 
which had been laid over tor the 
year, it would mecommfend no ac
tion. The report was made verbally 
by the Mayor. A motion was pass
ed instructing the engineer to prepare 
an estimate of the cost of providing 
,il?wers for the part of the section for 
which the petition asked.
Concessions to Cold Storage Company.

The Committee on New Industries 
reported recommending granting the 
Edmonton Produce Company exemp
tion from taxation for twenty years, 
free water for a similar period of 
years and light and power at mini, 
mum rates; This company applied 
for these concessions in return for 
the erection in the city of a cold 
storage building to cost $50,000. The 
report was adopted.

Alderman Picard: "It requires just 
such an institution as this to keep 
the produce of Northern Alberta 
within this district.”

“It’s what I call an equalizer 
said Alderman Daly. “It is a well- 
known fact that in this city we get 
all our produce, such as butter and 
eggs, during a certain season, and 
during the other seasons it is neces
sary for us to import such produce.’

Alderman Walker also supported 
the report.

“Where is it proposed to locate this 
plant?” asked the Mayor.

"On the west side of the Alberta 
Milling Company’s property,” an- 
sv.Rred Alderman Daly;

"Does this property belong to the 
C.N.R. ?"

C. S. Williamson, of the Edmonton 
Produce Company, was present and 
informed the council his company 
was negotiating for a 99 year lease 
of the property.

“Why tiien should we enter into a 
contract for exemption, when already 
this property is exempt by reason oi 
it being railway property?” asked the 
mayor. “I oppose exemption 6rom 
taxation, in any event. 1 think ex
emption from taxation is a mistake. 
It amounts to a yearly bonus.”

“Neither am I in favor of exemp
tions," said- Aid. Walker, “but when 
other cities all over the country are 
using such methods to attract indus
tries, Edmontori must do the same, if 
the city is to keep in the swim."

“This is not exactly an industry,” 
said Aid. Picard. "The government 
has undertaken to assist cold storage 
plants, believing them to be of gen
eral benefit to the population oi the 
district in which a plant is located."

“I’m still opposed to exemptions oi 
any kind,” said the mayor. “Having 
bonussed railways and provided the 
city with‘superior facilities in this 
regard, I think the city will get in
dustries from the fact alone, and 
there is no necessity for bonusing.”

The repart Was earned unanimously 
and was referred to the committee on 
by-laws to bring down an agreement 
embodying the features in the report. 
This by-law must receive the assent 
of two-thirds of the burgesses voting.

Two Reports From Solicitor.
City Solicitor Beck reported and 

advised thé city to remit $862.42 of 
the account of the Alberta Nursery 
Co., Calgary, for trees. The account 
as submitted was fer $916, but inves
tigation had shown that alter deduct
ing 20 per cent. Ipr trees dead or dy
ing, the correct amount of the ac
count was $862.42. The report was 
adopted.

Another report from the city solici
tor asked for the issuance of a cheque 
for $100 to be deposited in court as 
admitted damages to the property oi 
Mr. Dredge, through which a street 
was run and on which some trees 
were cut down. This report was 
adopted also.

Courts of Revision.
Courts of revision oil sewers, cement 

sidewalks, plank sidewalks, boule
vards and street grading under the 
local improvement plan was set for 
Tuesday, August 6, at two o’clock in 
the afternoon.

Delayed for Materials.
Alderman Manson asked when work 

would commencé on the Fraser 
avenue sidewalk. Engineer Keeley 
said the delay was due to ,Iack of 
material. ■

“I think the Fraser avenue people 
have been long suffering and very 
patient," said Alderman Manson.

Control of Tents.
A by-law to amend the health by

law was introduced. It included 
clauses providing for the licensing 
of tents and shacks in the city. No 
person shall occupy a tent or shack 
except under a license, which pro
vides for the numbering of the tent 
or shack and the posting of this 
number as well as a sign having the 
letters’E.H.B., Signifying tlie^ecur- 
ing of a license under the Edmonton 
Health Board. The license fee fixed 
was $1.

Aldermen Ask Questions.
"When will the city auditor’s re

port be ready for printing?” asked 
Alderman Picard.

“ It is now ready,” repliel Mr. 
Kinnaird.

“Why was Richards street graded 
and no petition received for the 
street?" asked Alderman Daly.

The query was noted.
“What has been done in reference 

to the new telephone book?” asked 
Alderman Walker.

"It is being reprinted,” replied 
Commissioner Kinnaird.

"Who were the people who asked 
for the filling in of Namayo avenue 
land?" asked Alderman Anderson. 
The answer will be forthcoming at 
the next meeting.

Need More Accommodation.
. Alderman Gariepy drew the coun
cil’s attention to the conditions 
existing at the local R.N.W.M.P. 
barracks, as a result of lack of suffi
cient accommodation. He__stated
that at times 14 or 15 prisoners were 
crowded into one small room. He 
considered that if the condition of 
affairs were brought to the attention 
oi the federal authorities a remedy 
would be forthcoming. The Mayor 
was authorized, as chairman ot the 
Board of Health, to interview Hon. 
Frank Oliver in the matter.

Alderman Gariepy gave notice of 
motion to rescind all the motions

passed fixing the route oi the street 
railway.

Alderman Daly asked that the 
police patrol the Norwood boulevard 
at night. There had been many com. 
plaints as to the high jinks raised 
nightly in this vicinity.

$62,000 Worth of Accounts.
Accounts amounting to $62,120. <• 

were authorized ns follows ;
Bitulithic Paving Co............ $ 5,516 - ;
Canadian White Co. .. .. 8",802.6!
W. H. Harvey.. .................... 2,676 -:■
W. J. Graham......................... 4,138.41
W. J. Carter..................... 620. i
W. J. Carter..........................   I,0(Ki.(i.ii
Wages—Hilliams.. .. .. .. '12,413.60
Wages—Hilliams....................... *1,607. n
Wages—Hilliams......................... 653 r
Wages — Water Department 852. le 
Wages—Water Department 684.i 
Wages—Health Dept. .. .. 1,322.85
Wages—Coal Mjne Develop

ment.
Wages—Telephone................ 1,351.n haxing a public servant of
Alberta Agencies.................... 30.(h! acter and standing of Dr.- E
Acme Co., Ltd........................... 1.11 Taylor, a resident of San Fra
Alberta Dairj.................... 9.111 15 years his heart is*in the
Chas. W. Campbell .. .. l.nu ture and the high services tli
Canadian Pacific Railway.. 190.64. ° *»nd will render this stricken
Canadian Northern Express 1 trust, be fully appreciated b

‘ Company ........................... =4.9 0 toi people.”
Electric. Light Dept. .. .. 807.83 • Dr. Taylor has now assumée
Water Department
Central Telephone Co............
Cairns Bros.................. ....
Central Electric Supply Co.
W. H. Cooper .. .................. .
Canadian Oil Co...............   .,
McColl Bros...............................
Carr & Maguire .. .. .. ..
Cushing Brothers...............
Canadian Rubber Co. .. .
Chown Hardware Co. .. .. 
City oi Strathcona ......
W. H. Clark & Co. .. .. ..
Alberta Lumber. Co.................
F. W. Anderson...............
Armstrong Brothers ........
Alberta Electric. Co... ....
A. Archibald
Major Beal................................ 4s.oo
D. H. Douglas......................... 1.75
R. G. Davidson..................... 5.15
George Day................................. 21.!'.-,
Duncan Bros. & Butters .. 14.811
Dominion Express Co............ G5
Edmonton General Hospital 20.00
Edmonton Tent and Mat-

tress Company............... 250.(H)
Edmonton Ice Co................... 1.50
Edmonton Printing arid

Publishing Co................... 179.00
Edmonton Concrete Co. .. 22.50
Engineering News................... 3.00
Edmonton Lumber Co........... 349.11
Edmonton Express Co........... 48.00"
D. R. Fraser Co...................... 1,880.74
Dr. Forin.................................... 300.90
Cash account—Fire Dept... 15'.00
Gorman Clancey & Grindley 1 1,827.33
J. H. Gariepy........................... 112.50
Gariepy & Lessard.............. 5.97
M. Hogan................................. 19.70
J. Henderson ........................... 11.55
Harrison & Co......................... 82.50
Hamilton & Son.................... 4.00
Hardisty Brothers................... 143.30
W. J. Horner.. .................... 28.00
Johnston & Warren .. .. 2,613.75
Journal Co., Limited .. .. 28.75
Lundy & McLeod.................... 19.90
Mussens, Ltd............................. 176.50
Mail & Empire...................... 9.00
Wilbert Meredith (jiulice) .. 
A. A .Morrow..*..**.. .-. ..

. 27.9U 
27.75

McGeorg-e, McIntosh &
Chauvin...................... 144.00

T. M. McLeay ............... ... .. . 6.00
Dr. McDonnell...................... 18.00
MeIunis Lumber Co............. 446.11
McIntosh & Campbell .. .. 157.95
News Printing and Pub- *

lishing Co... .. .. .. .. 7.23
Norton System Telephone

Co............................................ 15.10
Fheasey & Batson............... 3,128.00
Potter & McDougall.............. 78.30
W. Riches................................. 135.00
Ross Bros.......... .. .. .. .. 37.14
J. Stuart Smith...................... 5.50
Sommerville Hardware Co. 181.25
J. M. Sissons............................ 11.60
Shuswap Lumber' Co............. 588.60
Stromberg Carlson Co.......... 135.07
Taylor & Spinks...................... 4.00
J. R. Turney (police duty) 12.09
J. T. Valpv & Son .... .. 2.40
West End Livery... ............... 2.00
Wilson Feed Co....................... 2.00
Western Cartage Co................ - 1,35
Williamson Bros. .. .............. 27.36
West End Furniture Co. 1. 14.35
Winnipeg Rubber Co. ,. j . 2,712.00
Whitelaw Co.............................. .50
John Walters............................ 12.54

$62,120.84
The council then adjourned. ‘

BIRTH.

CRIBBLE—In Edmonton," on July 16, 
to Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Gribble, 
Richard avenue, a son.

K. W. McKenzie,
BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER, 
EDMONTON - - - - ALTA.

KEEPS ON HAND ALL KINDS OF

Local Improvement Forms. Sgh*3l District Forms. 
Hyloplate Blackboards. Desks. Etc

There is Nothing Better
Steel Stubble and Sod Plow

Fitted with the Celebrated “Garden City Clipper” Bottom.

MADE BY DAVID BRADLEY M FG. CO., BRADLEY, ILL., U.S.A.
About the best thing you can get hold of for all classes of work. At 

home in the stubble or fallow, turns a good flat furrow in the sod. Just 
a nice medium between the more ahrupt old ground plow and the long, 
slow turning breaker. Hardened moldboard, share and landaidc. If we 
knew anything better suited to general work in this locality, we’d be sell
ing it. But we don’t think there is anything better. You’ll agree when 
you see this one. Come in and let us show you.

TELEGI
DR. TAYLOR NOW MAY| 

'FRISCO.
San Francisco, Cal., July ici 

ward R. Taylor, emysician 
dean of the Hayings Law 
of the University of Calif ol 
elected mayor of San Francii 
by the Board of Supervisors, a| 
open avowal of the bribery 
eecution, the so-called “Reignl 
Big Stick/’ came to an end.

T)r. 'Taylor was the third 
whom the office of mayor w| 
by R. .Spreckels and District! 
Wm. H. Langdbn. His select! 
as a complete surprise to the | 
Taylor is between CO and 65 
The district attorney dictate j 
lowing statement: “We feel 
Francisco is to be eongratubl

SOLE SELLING AGENTS

Manuel & Corriveau, Edmonton, Alta

tte fitm '-of the city ’s affairs and 
j r< t attorney will now confina 
it-è to the prosecution of publil 

Schmitz Still A Facto!
Major Fugene Schmitz, whd 

“ ceut'ÿ convicted of extortion, [ 
factor to he reckoned with, in I 
ing of the municipal problenl 
announced that Mayor Schmitz!

. point successors to the 15 sun 
who were forced by the distrif 

' ney to resign. The city will t| 
two governments, one headed 
Taylor, and the other by I 
Schmitz. Chief ef Police Dil 
nounces that he will recogniz^ 
but Schmitz as Mayor. -

Ian Maclaren Left $283,1
Tondon^ July 1G.—The will olf 

Rev. John Watson, “Ian M| 
who died at Mount Pleasant, 
May 6. leaves an estate valued I 
500 to^ his widow and family an 
the control of all published 
published works in the trustee] 
benefit of the estate.

Earthquake Shocks in Ui
Salt Lake, Utah, July 16- 

earthquake shocks lasting fd 
a minute, were recorded todaj 
seismograph recently installe! 
University of Utah. The dis| 
was noted at 31.59 a.m.

ft ■ i------------------------------♦----------------------------

ESCAPED BREWER BACK 
THE

Toronto, July 16—Hermann I 
the Auburn, N.Y., brewer, wh| 
ed from custody" at, Osgoode 
July 4, was arrested by citl 
tives on McMillan street, in til 
east eiid of the city.* When hi 
ed from -the. sheriff and gail 
street, he had hurried a Wocf 
and one west, and Seeing 

» “rooms to let,” engaged a rod 
then went to a nearby store ;| 
phoned his solicitors. That 

*■ was provided with money andl 
pT&ee. Where he reinairied.ua 
9 is not known, but on thaf 
second party, unknown, eng 
flat for him on McMillan 
$50 a month. Today the pel 
his location tipped off. He wf 
ly confounded and the poll 
guarding him against suicil 
made his will but the d| 
would not let him sign it. 
$1,000 was found sewn in th| 
of his vest.

RUSSIAN ARRESTEDl

In Calgary at Instance of 
Government.

Bulletin Special.
Calgary, July 17.—A Russiil 

ed Matthias Raszkicwicz is ui 
rest on a charge <>r mqrder col 
in Russia at Marian Palsl 
years ago. The Russian govj 
communicated "with the Britil 
eminent, which in* turn comiT 
ed with the Canadian govel 
which finally communicated 
provincial government. Det J 
lacking but it is believed tlf 
crime is a political one. The 
ed man will fight extradition) 
grounds that, not lie but his | 
George is the man wanted."

PUTS PRISONER OFF A

Conductor Frees Him Becau| 
s/able Can’t Pay His

Frederick, Okla., July 16.—1 
ure of Constable “Billy” M<1 
Lawton to have available the 
amount of money with whichl 
chase a ticket for a prisoner F 
in a conductor stopping a I 
train ten miles from F rede r I 
ejecting the prisoner. The c| 
wag returning from Frederick 
return portion of a round-triJ 
Thp prisoner, charged with | 
after he had been put off till 
waved his hat and slioutj 
praises of the railroad compaj 
train sped onward and the 
is still at large.

Czar to Meet Kaiser. I
St. Petersburg, July 16—Th| 

ture of the members of the 
family on a cruise in Finnisll 
is expected to take place inmii 
Preparations have been compll 
a meeting between the Emperf 
olas and Emperor William 
many. It is probable that 
Hintze, the German naval 
hère, will accompany Empero| 
olas on his cruise.

INDICTED FOR, MANSLAUd

“Pedlar” Palmer, English 
Struck Man Who Refused | 
Singing.

Guilford, England. July 
grand jury todaj7 returned an] 
ment for manslaughter againsl 
lar” Palmer, the English pugi| 
with another man, was in reste 
24th last on suspicion of haviil 
ed the death of. Robert Choat| 
house stoker of Deptford. Pa 
alleged to hâve struck ('boat \\| 
refused to stop singing when 
requested him to do so.


