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The Financial Statement

The budget speech was de­
livered in the Legislature, by 
Premier Haszard on Thurs­
day evening last. Like all 
previous financial statements 
of the present Liberal Gov 
ernment, it presages nothing 
but gloom and discourage­
ment to the tax payers of this 
Province. It foreshadows a 
huge deficit for this year, and 
as X consequence a lar£e in­
crease in the Provincial debt 
and additional interest 
charges. In presenting his 
statement the Leader of the 
Government sugar-coated his 
bitter pill to the greatest ex­
tent possible. He consumed 
no unnecessary time in the 
delivery of his speech ; slurred 
oyer the suspicious phases 
and turned the awkward cor 
ners with all the agility of 
which he was capable. He 
presented the damaging pro 
nouncement with all the plau­
sibility he could bring to his 
aid ; but when subjected to 
criticism and investigation it 
proved to be a veritable 
whited sepulchre. Witha won­
derful show of ingenuity, he 
took much credit to himself 
for the near approach of 
his estimates with expendi­
tures during the last fiscal 
year ; but he failed to make 
known how far the receipts of 
the year fell short of the ex­
penditures. That is the com­
parison in which the people 
are interested. His estimate 
of expenditure of the current 
year is $424,461 while the re- 
ciepts are placed at $381,439. 
That is $20,000 more than 
the expenditures of last year. 
Notwithstanding this large ex­
penditure, the Leader of the 
Government anticipates a 
gross deficit of $43,030 on 
the years financial transac­
tions ; or a net deficit, after 
deducting the amount placed 
to sinking fund account, of 
$3I>435« Surely these figures 
afford cold comfort to the tax 
payers of our Province, who 
have been hoping that a time 
would come when revenue 
and expenditure would meet. 
Instead of that we have star 
ing us in the facfe, an addition 
of at least $31,435 to the 
Provincial debt by the 30th. 
September next.

The Leader of the Opposi­
tion, in short order, complete­
ly shattered the flimsy fab- 
rick which the Premier had 
set up. His criticism was 
trenchant and complete and 
hjs admirable speech roused 
the greatest enthusiasm 
among his followers. He 
lost no time in punc" iner ^e 
Premier’s armor 
vulnerable point 
he was through 
mained wgs a _
The Leader of the Govern­
ment, said Mr. Mathieson 
had taken a novel departure 
when hè compared estimates 
with expenditure, instead of 
with receipts. That however 
would not deceive anybody. 
The Government, he said, 
had collected more money 
than' previously ; but the in­
crease had come out of the 
farmers. The taxes from 
other sources had fallen off. 
When the Premier delivered 
his budget last year, he anti­
cipated an increase of $20 - 
000 from the land tax re-ad­
justment ; but only $8,000 
were received, and it cost 
over $3,000 to collect the 
$8.000. The Premier did 
not say anything about that, 
The Premier had estimated 
$6,000 for building a jail ; 
but did not build it, and now 
he takes credit for keeping 
close to his estimates. He

had no doubt that the debt 
and liabilities of the Province 
were now a million dollars 
Many accounts of expendi­
ture were held back. Why, 
for instance, was not the 
money expended on the re­
pairs to Government House 
charged in last year’s ac­
counts ? Over $3,500 were 
spent ; but only about $800 
were shown in the Auditor’s 
report. There was nothing 
to show that there were any 
tenders or competition in this 
matter. In the Premier’s 
present estimates of expendi­
ture there is an item of $20. 
000 for permanent bridges. 
Nothing could be less per­
manent than the bridges al­
ready build by the Govern- ^ 
ment. The expenditure of 
last year contained an item 
of $349.77 paid by the Gov­
ernment for costs in a case of 
dispute between School 
Trustees and rate payers at 
Johnston’s River. The rate 
payers were in the wrong and 
the court so declared ; but 
the Government paid their 
expenses. That is a nice 
way to exploit the money of 
the people. That was but 
one instance. But the Pre­
mier was happy as he had de­
livered his valedictory 
(Laughter and cheers.)

Sessional Notes.

On Monday March 28. the 
House opened at 3.50. Peti 
tions, questions and answers 
occupied considerable time. 
When the orders of the day 
were reached the bill incor­
porating the Arena Rink 
Company, promoted by Dr. 
Warburton, was read a second 
time and committed to a com­
mittee of the whole House. 
The bill was reported agreed 
to without amendments. On 
motion of Mr. McLean, the 
House next went into commi­
ttee on the bill amending the 
Souris incorporation act with 
Mr. James Kennedy in the 
chair. After some time in 
committee progress was re­
ported. The bill incorpora­
ting the Fanning Brook Hall 
Company was read a second 
time and committed to a com 
mittee of the whole House. 
The bill was reported with­
out amendment. On motion 
of Mr. McLean, the bill in 
corporating the Souris Citi­
zens Band was read a second 
time and committed to a com­
mittee of the whole House, 
with Mr. McKinnon in the 
chair. The Speaker took the 
chair and the chairman report­
ed the bill agreed to without 
amendment. The Leader of 
the Government tabled pap­
ers relative to the proposed 
arrangement between the 
Federal authorities and the 
Provincial Government, in 
the matter of the oyster fish­
eries, and expressed a desire 
that the question should be 
discussed by the House. Mr. 
Mathieson said he presumed 
the Premier’s move in this 
matter was in pursuance of 
something that was said dur 
ing th debate on the address,

'at -> remarks made in 
Commons by

L vuse then adiobrned to 3 
p; m. Wednesday.

On Wednesday 29th. the 
House met at 4 o’clock Dur­
ing questions considerable 
sharp spatting across the floor 
took place, in consequence of 
the failure of the Commission­
er of Public Works to bring 
down full information request­
ed by different members. In 
reply to several questions 
seeking information regard­
ing the payment bills no vou­
chers were tabled, and the! 
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
McLean, Mr. James Kennedy 
and others took a hand in the | 
discussion.

vious day contained a draft 
agreement between the Dom­
inion Government, and the 
Governments of the three 
Maritime Provinces, on the 
question. He wanted to know 
what progress had been made 
towards a settlement. The 
Leader of the Government in 
reply stated that no definite 
conclusion had been reached. 
The Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries had not agreed to 
suggestions made by the Gov­
ernment of this Province.

Discussing the papers tab­
led Mr. Mathieson pointed 
out that on their face, it ap 
peared that the bargain pro 
posed was decidedly unfavor­
able to this Province. It ap 
pears that they are negotiat­
ing to take over the oyster 
fisheries, and then lease them 
and collect the rentals. Af­
ter that they are to pay back 
to the respective Provinces 
half the money collected, after 
deducing the cost of protect­
ion. The bottoms of these 
oyster beds belong to the 
Provinces ; but by this pro 
posed arrangement, we give 
away these to the Dominion, 
to be farmed by them and re­
turning to us only one half 
the income. That certainly 
seems a poor bargain for us. 
He certainly did not think 
this proposition should be en­
tertained. Our shell fisheries 
were almost as important to 
us as our agricultural lands. 
Why then should we take the 
Dominion Government into 
partnership ? We own the 
land ; but we propose to al­
lown the other partner to re­
gulate the crops and take half 
the proceeds He thought 
the Dominion Government, 
possessing the power, should 
regulate and protect these fish­
eries in the manner most ad­
vantageous to the Provinces. 
We should not allow any un­
favorable bargain to be con 
summated. The greatest eon 
sidération should be exercised 
before anything is completed. 
On motion of the Premier it 
was agreed to discuss the 
whole matter in committee on 
a future day.

Some bills were then ad­
vanced a stage after which 
the House adjourned to 8 
o’clock same evening.

liaroent, we should have the vac­
ancy filled.

The resolution was seconded by 
Mr. McLean. He considered the 
present one of the most important 
periods in our political history and 
we should have a full representa­
tion in both branches of the Fed­
eral Parliament. This vacancy 
had continued for about a year 
and a half. He considered it nec­
essary that our Legislature should 
impress upon the Federal authori­
ties the importance of making 
this appointment.

The Leader of the Government 
evaded the importance of the re- 

! solution and reported the old plea, 
that the Federal Government had 
the right to make the appoint 
ment in question and they would 
probably attend to it when they 
got ready. He was altogether 
apposed to approaching the Gov­
ernor-General.

House resumed at 8.40 
p. m. The bill creating a 
“ Farmer’s Central Institute ” 
was read a second time and 
committed to a committee of 
the whole House. The bill 
was reported agreed to with 
some verbal amendments. 
The estimates of expenditure 
for the current fiscal year 
were submitted and the Lead- 
el- of the Government an­
nounced that he would deliver 
the budget speech on the fol­
lowing day. The House then 
adjourned to Thursday after 
noon at 3 o’clock.

When the orders of the day 
were reached, Mr, Mathieson 
brought up the question of 
our oyster fishery. The pap 
ers brought down on the pre-

It was ten minutes after 
4 o’clock before the House 
opened Thursday afternoon, 
When the orders of the day 
were reached, Mr. Arsenault 

resolution asking 
that an humble address be 
presented to his Exçellency, 
the Governor General in 
Council requesting that a sui­
table person be appointed to 
fill the vacancy in the Senate 
of Canada caused by the death 
of the late Senator Ferguson. 
He backed up his resolution 
by appropriate arguments. 
He outlined the constitution 
of the Senate, and the extent 
of its membership. He re­
ferred to the loss suffered by 
this Province by the lament 
ed death of Senator Ferguson. 
At present two of our surviv­
ing Senators are incapacit ted 
from attending to their pu’ lie 
duties, on account of illness. 
In consequence of this
condition of things, we had 
ouly one Senator taking part 
in the deliberations of the 
Senate, At present especial­
ly, when very important
publie questions are before Par-

Mr. Mathieson considered it an 
unfortunate thing that the Lead­
er of the Government should so 
far forget his public duty as in­
dicated by his remarks in this 
connection. The Senate was in­
tended to exercise most important 
functions in the Government of 
the Country. Whether or not the 
Senate had ^ilways done its duty, 
was no reason why any delay 
should be allowed in completing 
its membership. At any time, the 
occassion may present itself 
when the Senators would arise to 
their duty. This was a right de­
nied ; a most outrageous proceed 
ing. He could not understand 
how any member of the Legisla­
ture could vote against the pro­
posed resolution, as it called for 
righting a wrong under which we 
have too long slept. In this mat­
ter our rights are invaded ; and 
it was deplorable that men could 
be found willing to condone such 
outrageous proceedings. In the 
words of the Leader of the Gov­
ernment, it was an " infernal 
swindle. ” How ridiculous for 
the Premier to assart that the 
Government of Canada were too 
busy with importance matters to 
give their attention to the ap­
pointment in question. As the 
British North America Act sets 
forth the Governor-General is the 
proper authority to appeal to in 
this matter. The Leader of the 
Government expressed his un­
willingness to go to the “foot of 
the throne, " as he says: But he 
should know that the representa­
tive of the crown was the proper 
person to go to. Surely, said the 
Leader of the Opposition, the 
members of the Legislature would 
not'be so obsequious as to oppose 
this resolution. He was convinc­
ed that delay began at this end 
of the contract. We had suffered 
unspeakable loss in consequence 
of the demise of Senator Fergu­
son ; yet the Government ofsihis 
Province refuse to make the slight­
est move to have the vacancy 
filled. Conduct such as this would 
not be tolerated by Manitoba 
and other Provinces for one 
moment. In every ease where 
our Provincial interests and the 
interests of Canada came into 
conflict our interests are sacrific­
ed to those of the Dominion. 
That is the way our present Local 
Government give away our rights 
in every case.

Hon. B. Gallant, after a few re­
marks [moved an amendment to 
the resolution to the effect that a 
committee of the Legislature be 
appointed to represent the matter 
to the Federal authorities.

Mr. McKinnon pointed out that 
it must sound very strange to the 
public to find the Government 
members in oar Legislature put­
ting forth the argument they do 
at this late date. It is nearly two 
years since the vacancy occurred, 
yet we have the evidence that our 
Government have up to this mo­
ment done absolutely nothing,

Mr. Prowse considered the evid­
ence furnished by the attitude of 
the Government members was 
sufficient to show that they have 
acted scandalously in this matter. 
They have not lifted a finger to 
right the wrong under which we 
are suffering. This was not a 
political question; Liberals, many 
of them, are loud in condemnation 
of the delay permitted in this 
senatorship matter.

Mr. Wyatt said the vacancy in 
the Senate deprived ns of a part 
of our Federal representation. 
The question of our representation 
in the House of Commons has been 
debated in our Legislature, and 
much money had been spent in 
prosecuting this question before

the courts. It was carried to the 
highest legal tribunal, the Privy 
Gouncil. Conferences of the Pre­
miers of the Maritime Provinces 
have been held to discuss the mat­
ter. Nor is this question yet con­
cluded. Resolutions have passed 
in our Legislature setting forth 
that no adjustment of our claims 
against Canada would be consider­
ed adequate unless our original 
representation of six members in 
the House of Commons was re­
stored. Our Premier, Mr, Wyatt 
said, invariably threw a wet blan­
ket on any movement intended to 
favor us in our demands against 
the Federal authorities It was 
not by backing down, as oar Pre­
mier invariably does, that so many 
victories against the Dominion had 
been won by Ontario, when Oliver 
Mawat was Premier. Surely va­
cancies in the Senate are as im­
portant as vacancies in the Legis­
lature ; and sometimes the Gov­
ernment create vacancies in the 
Legislature, in order that there 
may be no vacancies This was 
done in the case of the late -Mr. 
Laird. Under present circum­
stances our representation in the 
House of Commons is from time 
to time liable to be smaller and 
smaller. Under these circum­
stances it is of the utmost import­
ance that our Senate representa­
tion should be kept up. At six 
o’clock Mr. Wyatt moved the ad­
journment of the debate and the 
House adjourned.

House resumed in the evening 
at 8.3.5 The Leader of the Gov­
ernment proceeded to deliver his 
budget speech. He started by 
congratulating the House and the 
country on the general prosperity 
which existed. He thought the 
estimates had never been so nearly 
realized. He said the receipts had 
exceeded the estimates by over 
$4,000, An extraordinary state­
ment of the Premier was that the 
revenue last year had exceeded the 
expenditure. As a matter of fact, 
as we have more than once 
showed, the revenue fell short of 
the expenditure by over $28,000, 
With one breath the Leader of the 
Government said the revenue of 
last year had exceeded the expen­
diture by over $4,000, and that 
the increase to the debt during the 
same year was over $14,000. Both 
these statements cannot be true. 
He thought the people were not 
paying as high taxation as they 
should. The increase in revenue 
from the new arrangement of tax­
ing the farm lands of the Prov­
ince, the Premier said, amounted 
to $8,000. This, he said was much 
less than he expected. He esti­
mated the expenditure for the 
year at $391,361, besides $33,100 
for concrete culverW, steel bridges, 
etc. This makes a total of $424,- 
461. The consolidation of the 
schools, recommended by the Ed­
ucation Commission is not to be 
adopted, he aid. About $6,000 
are to be spent in repairs to the 
Hospital for the Insane. The 
estimated receipts he placed at- 
$381,431. That will leave a deficit 
of $43,030. He concluded his 
speech at 10 o’clock, having spoken 
an hour and twenty minutes.

The Leader of the Opposition 
immediately followed. He point­
ed out that the Premier had ad­
opted a new method of comparison. 
He compared receipts and estim­
ates, instead of receipts and ex­
penditure. In this*way he covers 
up his deficits. He pointed out 
that whatever increase there was 
in receipts last year came out of 
the farmers. Last year he estim­
ated $20,000 increase from the 
land tax, but received only $8,000, 
Bat the Premier did not tell that 
it cost over $3,000 to collect the 
$8,000. The best the Premier's 
figures can show is à, gross estim­
ated deficit of $43,030, or a net de­
ficit of $31,000. If all the debts 
and liabilities of the Province were 
discharged the Provincial debt 
would be a million dollars or up­
wards. Government House had 
an expenditure made upon it last 
year of over $3,500. If Govern­
ment House and grounds were in 
such a condition of wreck and 
rain why did the present Premier 
and the present Governor allow 
this to happen. Mr. Mathieson 
created much amusement by read­
ing from the Journals of the 
House a resolution moved in 1895 
by Mr. Rogers, the "present Lieut. 
Governor, setting forth that no 
expenditure should be made to 
Government House and the prop­
erty should be sold. Now an ex­
penditure of over $3,500 is made 
on this house without any author­
ity or warrant. Wall paper bor­
der was used in this renovation 
that cost #6.75 a roll. All kinds 
of errors were discovered between 
the Premier's estimates and their 
realisation last year. What re­
liance can be placed on such state­
ments as these ? In the expendi-

appeared that the travelling ex­
penses of one member was $2.00, 
and for another only a couple ot 
dollars less. One was from the 
east and the other from the west 
All this time these gentlemen 
have free passes. There are few 
t‘lings less permanent, he said, 
than what the Government call 
permanent bridges. In 1890, when 
this Government was born the 
education department cost, out­
side the teachers' salaries, $11,000. 
Last pear it cast for the same ser­
vice $23,856. The salaries of teach­
ers are now, on an average less 
than they were twenty years ago. 
$349.77 appear as a charge in the 
department of education which 
were paid for legal fees in a case 
of dispute in the school district, 
at Johnston's River. The Gov­
ernment backed up the rate pay­
ers who opposed the action of a 
majority of the trustees. The 
case was sent to court, on the ad­
vice of the late Premier Peters, 
and the case was decided against 
the men who attacked the trus­
tees. Thereupon the. Premier a- 
greed to pay the costs. The money 
was paid by Premier Haszard and 
charged to education last year. 
That is how the money goes. He 
controverted the Premier's state­
ments regarding the attitude of 
the opposition regarding cold stor­
age. He read from the Journal 
the resolution moved by the op­
position advocating an improved 
system of cold storage. He an­
imadverted^ strongly upon the con­
duct of the Government in refus­
ing to furnish information regard­
ing the fees received at the cold 
storage. The second crime charg­
ed to the opposition was that they 
opposed the readjustment of the 
land taxes. What the opposition 
did stand for was that the payers 
of income tax should be treated 
in a similar,manner. He twitted 
the Premier to the amusement of 
the House, on his prospective ele 
vation to the Bench. He should 
know the difference between right 
and wrong. That and a little law 
were necessary qualifications for 
a judge. The Premier had done 
nothing towards pushing our 
claims against Canada. He read 
the statement of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier setting forth that it was 
the intention at confederation that the 
Provinces should be freed from direct 
taxation. The reading of this statement 
flatty contradicted the Premier's state­
ment on the matter. He strongly em­
phasised the absolute failure of the Pre­
mier to do anything towards getting 
our just claims from the Dominion. 
We are face to face with another big 
deficit at the end of this year. The 
least amount of this deficit will be $31,- 
000. Mr. Mathieson concluded an ex­
cept! on ai ly able speech amid applause 
at 11.06. Hon._Mr. Hughes followed— 
and after speaking briefly adjourned 
the debate. The House then adjourned 
to Friday afternoon at 3 o’clock.
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Beginning with the NEW YEAR, we 
carry a splendid up-to-date stock of

Hlank Hooks, in Ledgers, Cash ooks,

Hay Hooks, Letter books, Hitl books,

Jourdals, and Blank Books of all kinds and

sizes.

Oftice Supplies in Invoice and Letter FiFs and 
Binding Cases.

Carter s “ Success” Binding Cases (none better) 
complete at $2.60 per dozen in dozen lots, 
$3.00 in less than dozen lots.

The best of Inks, Pens, Pencils, Account 
Paper, Foolscap. Type Writer Paper, 

Carbon Paper, &.C., &c.

ONE MILLION ENVELOPES in stock, all
grades, all the standard sizes. Ask to see 
‘ Carters Special” White Wove Envel­

opes size 7, for Accounts only. $1.00 per 
thousand in lots of two thousand and over only 
00 cents. Big value for the price. We have 
60 thousand of this line.

We are headquarters for

general Stationery and Offiee Supplies.
Wholesale &. Retail. Lowest Prices.

CARTER & CO, Ltd.
Hufrin » iv 9 », 9 m
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The House did not meet till 8.46 
Friday afternoon. The routine portion 
of the programme having being dispos­
ed of, and the orders of the day being 
called, the bill incorparating the Prices 
County Publiihing Co, was read a third 
time and passed. This was followed 
by aeveral other third readings. When 
the third reading of the bill providing 
for a new jail site was reached, Mr. 
Mathieson moved an amendment to 
the third clanee to the effect that this 
Province in which the Dominion Gov­
ernment have purchased land for ex­
perimental farms. He followed bis 
amending motion by a strong speech, 
Among other things he pointed ont the 
inconvenience and expense necessary 
involved in having the jail outside the 
city. Prisioners would have to be con­
veyed between the courts and the jail 
by teams, while at the present time, 
prisoners walk from the jail to the 
courte.

The Leader of the Government resist­
ed the amendment, and combated the 
arguments advanced by the Leader of 
the Oppoeition. The House divided on 
the motion, when the vote stood 14 to 
13. The bill was then read a third 
time and passed. The bill amending 
the Sooris incorporation act was put 
through committee and reported with 
amendments. The bill amending the 
Incorporation of the Pioneer Pnbliahing 
Company was read a second time and 
committed to committee. Progress 
was reported, a bill amending the in­
come tax was read a second time. 
Some other bills were advanced a stage, 
before six o’clock, when the Hanse id-, 
journed to 8, p, m- the same evening.

House resumed in the evening at 
8.45. The debate on the budget was at 
once resumed by Hon. Mr. Hughes. 
He was loud in his praise of the man­
ner of budget speeches annually de, 
tivered by Premier Hasgsrd.

Mr. McLean followed Mr. Hughes. 
It was hie o#nion that the Premier’s 
budget speech was a most doleful tale. 
Referring to the readjustment of land 
taxation, be showed that there were 
over 600 appeals from the assessments. 
He pointed ont that the Premier show 
ed in bis budget speech that the Gov­
ernment had not the money to do any­
thing towards improving education 
Why then did the Government appoint 
an education commission costing $4,000 j 
Was it a proper procedure to spend 
$3,600 on Government House without 
any anthority ? The Provincial Gov­
ernment act as if they were the a poll - 
gists of the Dominion Government, 
The Local Government do not re• 
present the people i they are the re­
presentatives of the Federal Govern-
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Largest Assortment, 
Lowest Prices.

WHOLESALE and RETAIL

Fennel and Chandler
,56 , For New 

Buildings
We carry the finest line of

Hardware
to be found in any store. 

Architects, Builders and Contractors, will find our line 
■of goods the newest in design, the most adaptable and im­
proved, and of the highest standard of merit in quality and 
durability.

Also a full line of pumps and piping.

Stanley, Shaw & Peardon.
June i2, 1907.

Fall and Winter Weather
- for­

ment. They cohiplain about improp- 
ture for the executive Council, it ' er transportation, and as soon a reaolâ

Fall and Winter weather calls for prompt attention
to tke

impairing, Cleaning and flaking ot Clolfiing.
We are still at the old stand,

FRISTOB STREET, CHARLOTTETOWN

Giving all orders strict attention.
Oar work is reliable, and our prices please our customers.

h. McMillan
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