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Lesson IV,

Gideon and the Three
Judges 7: 1-25,

Commentary.—I. Gideon's a~my (vs.
i-7). 1, Well of Harod—A fountain on
the northern side of Mount Gilboa.
From it flows a steam of considerable
size, Hill of Morch—It is thought Lit-
tle Hermon is the hill meant, which is
acress the valley from Mount Gilboa.
The tiirty-two thousand Israeclites
weore encamped on the north side of
A uat Gilboa and the one hundred and
woarty-five thousand Midianites were
encrmped to the north toward the hill
oi .. reh. 2. Vaunt themselves against
me -v'he Lord saw the pride of heart
of Jsrael and knew their disposition to
urcgiect or forsake him,' Mine own
taad-—Even if there were only the
swall army of fsrael arrayed against
wore than four times as many Midian=
ites, and the former should Le victori-
ous, they would not recognize God's
hand, in the victory. 3, Faarful and
afraid—In Deut. 20: 1-S several direc-
tions are given with regard to going
out to war, and in one it is provided
that the “fearful and falnthearted’
shall return home,

4. Yet too many—Theé Lord vurposed
to show the people that the victory to
be achieved would not come through
tuman might. Unto thie water—The
fountain of Harod and the stream
flowing from it. Tais shall 20
this shall not go—Another test
ordered which would further reduce
the number in the arm. 5. Lappeth
of the water—From the follo ing
verse it is learned that this expression
means to drink by bringing water
with the hand to tie mouti, as a dog
cenveys water into its mouth with Its
fongue, Bowetli down—To kneel or
iie down to bring mouth to the
caler, and thus«to drink. &, Three
ttindred—A small number drank by
fapping ‘the water, 7. By the three
tuadred men that lapped will I save
7ou—It is maintained that the men
who drank by lapping water
flands were more 1]y on their guard
than those who howed dowvn to drink.
They were standing and could keep:
their eyes on the enemy, and thus
avold belng taken unawares. This
test, however, may have been employ-
ed because the Lord knew that the
greater number would drink in the
convenient way bowing Jown, and
A very few wonld drink Yy lapping,
and thus the number would be re-
duced to exactly tie desired
tions. Every n unto his place-
The tirree hundre liad stood the two
tests and were prove
and watchful, The others
to their tents, but the three hundred
were retained as Gideon's army in
m:(g'ked contrast to the “host of Mid-
an” in the valley
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on's army compare with that of the
Midianites? What was the first test
applied to Gideon’s army?- Describe
the second test. Why did the Lord
desire to reduce the number of men?
What encouragement came to Gideon?
Describe the equipment of Gideon's
men, How was the attack made upon
the camp of the Midianites? De-
scribe the result. A

Practical Surv’éy.
Topic—Divinely ordained tests.
1. Enjoined upon the army of Is-

II. Effective against the Midianites.

I. Enjoined upon the army of Israel.
God called Gideen to success. , The
reduction of external means was God’s
way of giving suecess. Everything
was in apparent readiness when two
mysterious tests were enjoined, first,
to check the unbelief and: self-conceit
of men and to secure efficiency, by a
trial of courage and discipline of faith
and inspiration. The army was re-
duced to its effective strength, not ex-
tensive, but intensive. The second
test revealed the presence or absence
of the rarer qualities. Gideon's faith
was gorely tried on the eve of battle,
but we have no complaint from him.
Before God's clear command all his
natural feelings and wishes gave way
at once. - His faith prompted him to
obey at whatever sacrifice of inclina-
tion or desire. Alone of all that host
he had borne the responsibility of re-
ducing it to three hundred. He look-
ed with a single eye to the will of
God and took no count of conse-
quences to himself or to others. He
set the word and promise of God on
one side and all the fearful risks and
dangers on the other, when he had
taken due care and caution in verify-
ing the work of God. Abundant as-
surance was given to him that the
for what he did. Divine wisdom was
for what he did. ,Divine wisdom was
afterward seen in the selection of the
three hundred. It was that God's
powar might be recognized in the vie-
tory. The soldiers did not know that
they were determining their fate when
they drank, but that little incident re-
vealed their characters.

IT. Effective agalnst the Midiani
Belief in the victory of Jehovah was
all important with Gideon since he
had received direct and distinct as-
surance that in le coming Dbattle he
should be triumphant; .vet he peeded
the conviction that in the impending
confliet numbers would count for
nothing. ¢ In a singular and grotesque
style the dream of the barley cake
with its interpretation taught him
exactly* that fact. In it we see an
cxquisite adapta ion of divine revela-
tien to human requirements. The
Leathen arrayed against him unwit-
tingly proved to be his timely stimu-
lus, [t was necessary for Gideon to
bhe wall aware of the facts, to know
fully the nature’ of the opposition.
riearing from his enemies the promise
of vietory, Gidecn hastened back to
camp filled with reverence and
to epare tor an immediate at-

His scheme was simple, quaint
and ingrnious. His profound trust in
God gave character to his nlans. tHis
strategy is one of the military marvels
of antiquity, A great cad was reached
br most insignificant instrumeatality.
Never did means appear wmore con-

X Lhan those employeid by
> result proved their effi-
’ whiat served at
would have been utteriy useles
at another time. Gideon's viciory was
a wrinmph of thought and of contriv-
aace, a victory God-given and com-
plete. The Israelites stod every man
in his place while fear and susnicion
did the work. The dismay he created
and the confusion thus c ted ia the
hostile camp secured him victory.
Darkness and ignorance 4made the
Midlanites their own worst enemy.
There was a strange power in israol's
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GETTING RFADY

Italy Reported Buying Munitions
in the States.

New York Report— [t is learned on
what is belicved to be unimpeachable
authority that several representatives
of tiie Italia nllinistry of \War, who
have in thiz country for more
than a month, have deposited in New
York banks abouc $4,000,000 to mect
their purchases of munitions of war,
some of which have already been ship-
ped and the rest
rapidly as possible,

The chief purchasing agent
ttaliun War Ministry Col.

heen

for the
Aliredo

is

| Paglianta, and accompanying him are

Senors  Mazzio and  Lupine, all of
whom are at the Hotel Flanders. They
arrived here on December 6 and were
preceded on November 8 by  Luigi
Corbella, who is made defendant in
a suit brought by Benj. W, Morse and
Captain M. (.. Gilbert, to recover
$152,000 trom the Italian agent. The
Italians, with the exception of (o).
Paglianta, turned on their heels and
walked away to-night when question
ed at the liote! concerning the pur
chases.

It carnd to-day that arrange
ments {or tue jurchase of fifteen thou-
sand horses have been made with the
¥iss Doevr and Carroll Horse Co. by
the Italian agents, aad that they are
preparcd to buy several hundred thou-
sand if they can find that many ani-
mala suitable for war jurposes,

was

that junc- !

the |

to |

conrage |

CARE OF STABLED HORSES.

Just as soon as the horses stop
working every day their graia ration
should be cut down at least half. A
horse when not working really re-
quires but little grain. If the health
of the animal 13 to be maintained the
heavy feeding must be discontinued
Just as soon as the heavy work ceases
for without much exercise the horse
Will not be able to assimilate and
broperly get rid of the impurities from
this amount of feed. Not being cast
off, these impurities remain to poison
the system of the horse and cause ser-
fous illness,

If the horses must remain in the
stable during most of their time dur-
ing winter the stable should be free
from drafts or sudden changes of
temperature, Colds and chills impair
the health of an animal and invite
disease, the importance of proper ven-
tilation must not be overlooked.

There are seyeral good systems of
ventilation by which good, pure, fresh
air can be gotten into the stables
without «reating a draft or other un-
desirable condition, Plenty of sun-
shine in the horses’ quarters is a
very desirable thing for it not only
glves the stable a more pleasant, light,
outdoor atmosphere, but also makes it
more healthful. Sunshine is a great
£aerm killer, in fact there is no disin-
fectant to pe had that is so effective
or cheap as plenty of sunshine. Sun-
shine is also an enemy to dampness,
a very bad thing to have in our sta-
bles as it is very injurious to horses.
Windows become rain spattered and
dulled after a time and it is  there-
fore wise to wash the stable windows
a few times a year. It does not take
long to do this and the windows
when clean admit a great deal
of this valuable sunshine.
.Large horses should "be given large
single stalls, for it we put two in a
Stall they are liable to be crowded
and besides; the more timid of the

two is very liable to be robbed of its | '

resi, Then, too, there is danger of
injury by kicking, especially when
the horses wear sharp shoes. The
danger of injuring each other is much
areater when they are not worked
regularly.

When horses are expected to work
off and on during the winter they
should be shod with very sharp shoes
S0 as to be ready for the most slip-
pery roads, It is a very dangerous
and usually costly practice
horses over slippery roads and
ments when unshod. Even if the
!mrse does not receive a permanent
Injury or break its harness, a fall is
liable to make the horse very timid,
ete. This timidity is often so marked
as to cause quite a reduction in the
value of the horse, It pays to look out
for these little thin for neglect
often means the sacrificing of a very
valuable animal. If horses have to

be worked in very stormy weather it |
storm |
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With snow and slect. Besides all day
while the horses are working they
are sulicring with colds and chills.
Horses should not he made to stand
outside for hours in cold weather,
Besides being inhuman, it does not
pay. Besides the intense
chilling retards digestion and
pairs the heaith of the animal,
this reason ice cold water
never be given., Water
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warmed.
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SLOBBIKKS IN HORSES,
Every boy wlio has ever
on a white clover
familiar  with  slobbers, otiierwisa
known as salivation, or if Vou want
a rcally scientific term, ptyalism, and
IF yYou want to anglicise that, it-
tism,” or too much saliva., Thi usually
oceurs along in August and Septem-
ber, and believed to he caused by
slover cspecially  white clover,
alsike tae second growth of red
clover,
\y\-l‘
from

develop legs
from

fields.

strong
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horses pasture s

is
seod,
and
have boeen  familiar with
boyhiood up. We lhLave
brood sows ied on white clover
ture running at the mouth_or sali-
vated just lik:' horses, but not quite
s0 badly. \We used to give the horses
ouce a day a cutting of what was
then known as lLorse weed, but which
is now known as giant rag-weed,
tall form o rag-weed th#i

this
seen
pas-
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| ficers,

a |

aleng creek bottoms, or on flat, rich, |

moist land.” We believed
it stopped the salivation.
¢id. It can be stopped
Ly washing out tho mouth with ecold
water, or giving a dry reed of oats.
Possibly washing it out with a weak
solution of alum might zive  tem-
porary relief; but the real relief is
to take the horses out ol the pasture.

Nothing very serious follows this
salivation, but it ‘s obvious to anvone
that the wast: of much caliva is
Lot good :or the horse Therefore,
the best thinz to do is (o put them

timathy hay or clover hay »f-any
«ind in woich the seed has not been
foru.ed. We presume that slobbers
Liay much the same effect on the
gystem of the horse that persistent
sdm chewing has upon people who

tiian
Possib'y it
temporarily

| are addicted to that habit.——Wall,
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RELAXED STOCK EMBARGO.

Ottawa, Des —A further relaxation
nf the regulations in regard to the em-
bargo against horses, cattle, etec., from
the ["nited States on account of the root-
X mouth disease is announced.
ed horse hair Is now allowed to be im-
ported from the United. States, and pure-
bred poultry for Lreeding purposes may

that |

GOSTLY BATTLE
bAINS NOTHING

And Germans in Poland Are Faced
by Worse.

Have Lost 250,000, May Lese
650,000, Then Fail.

London Cable——The Times corres-
gondent telegraphs trom Petrogr.d

“It is said that General Rusiky has
attached serious importance to reports
of the German withdrawal from Bzura,
nor would this be surprising. The
13zura fighting has already costi tie
Germans more than a quarter ¢f  a
willion men. To taizo the Russian
liues would nrobably cost as muc'l

iili, if not more. Tken there would
still remain the famous Blonie iines,
which, according to the unanBnous
cpinion of exper.s, would mvolve a
sacrifice of at least 460,000 men, with-
out The certainty of their capuure.’

Th Daily News’ FPetregrad corres-
pondent wires:

“This is the last day of the Russian
year, and it finds Field Marshal Von
Hindenburg's great agmies in Foland
reduced to the prefitless activit®  of
digging thewselves into the bleak
landscape before positions which, even
if taken, would signify nethirg. ‘Ther2
{ are many sigpes tkat the German gen-
erals are becoming very angry at the
| Larren performances into which their
i second invasion of Poland fus de_\'el—
oped. Their wrath expands itself in a

waste of their own men’: lives.

“Yeosterday before dawn thev sent a

rong ciltumn in donse forination to
geize a small famn house, where they
{ must have known the Russians were
ready and waiting for them. ‘I'be Cer-
mans had to charge acress stretcles
now dazzlingly lightcd by two search-
tights from the Russian side, and
vare shot down ilke rabbits, with
scarcely any 1 to the liussians, ccn-
cealed behind earthworks. When <kir-
miches went forward oaylight toey
tound ore than five hundred dead
Germans lying in cne field.

“Iield Marshal Von Hindenburg
faced with the fact that to be success-
ful the readjustment of his forccs in
Poland ravst be sudden, but the close-
ness of the oppesing armics to each
other, nd their cnormous numbers,
malke this impossibie,

“The belief iz growing here that
Constantinopl> is rveolly in  danger.
The military vosition of Turkey
become desperate through the <iear-
ance of their transperts from  along
the southern shorcs of the PRlack Sza.

TUERKS' AWFUL SURFFERINGS.

London C(able. The Times cor-
respondaent telegraphs from Petreg -ad: 1

“A prominent Titlis oificial, ‘\vho
has arrived at Pctregrad, furnisties tho
Vaoteheirner Vremya with  int Hting

Tementory details of ihe Turkish
psyivaniz. When the
Russians recaptured  Ardahan, thou-
ds of Turks were found lyving in the
sireetz with frost-bitten fect, and
praying fcr succor and wmercy, while
ihe inhabitants, wlem the cnenty hed
robbad of their last stiteh, Krclt im-
ploring ' food.

“Prisoncrs
muffled in
of footgear.

g &
at

is

arriving at Tiflis ira
blarkcts and are destitut>
Arad priscners. upnsed

state  Their sele feod for the 1ast two
months has been rcasted corn

“T'he fact has heen establizhied that
German cfticors induvced the {anipernie
Osmanlis to drink cognac bofore an at-
tack. Russian  soldi: assert that
many Tarks fz1l frem dizziness hafore
rcaching the Russian bayonets.”
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Heroes of War Get V. C.’s From
the Sovereign.

(‘able
to-day

-At the

several

London King's in-
wounded of-

scme well known to the public

vestiture

for deeds of valor at the froni, were
taken to the palace in motors. \mong
them were the following Vicioria
(‘ross heroes: Major Reynolds, Field
Artillery; Capt. Dimmer, King's
Rifles; Lieut. Dorrel, Horse Artillery;
Lieut. Nelson, Horse Artillery; Lieut.
Leech, Manchesters; Corp. Charlés
Jarvis, Engincer Drummer Bent,
East L.ancashires; Corp. Fuller, Welsh
Regiment; Corp. Holmes, King's Own.
Those who received the Distinguish-
Service Order were: Major Le-
vigne, Field Artillery; Major Sir Wil-
liam Kay, King's Royal Rifles; Capt.
Hon. Edward Wyndham, Life Guards;
Capt. Lord Innes Ker, Horse Guards;
Capt. Walford, Field Artillery; Capt.
Lord Francis Scott, Grenadiers: Capt.
Jernard  Montgomery, Royal War-
wichshires: Capt. Hon. Archibald

ed

“tuilllf

Hewitt, East Surrey; Capt. Buckley,
Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry;
Capt. Burnett, West Riding; Capt.

| Gibbons, Middlesex; Lieut. Lamb, 2n¢

| Dragoor

. Lieut. Anderson, Field Ay
tillery; Lieut. Cyril Martin and Lie
Kevin Martin, Engineers; Lieut. Pg
ny Cuick, Engineers; Lieut. O'Kel

| West Riding; Lieut. Dent, South St?

i Bucks

{ “all-Canadian”

Lieut. Carleton, Wel
Regiment; Lieut. Baines, Oxford ar
Infantry; Lieut. Howard, E
sex Regiment; Lieuts. White and Ru
sell, West Kents; Lieut. Jones, Mi/
dlesex; Lieut. Dent, 6th Dragoons
Lieut. Aris, 15th Lancers; . Lieu
Dormer, Coldstreams; Lieut. Lambe;
intelligence Corps.

fordshires;

e
CANADIAN SOLDIER WEDS.
Cable—There was a
mlilitary wedding at
ancient little church of Netheravon,
Edmiston yesterday, when Lieuter

London,

{ Edminston of the 19th Alberta Drag

Dress- |

be admitted when accompanied by the |

affidavit of the owner or shipper that
the sa‘d poultry does not come from any
of the quarantined districts aeross the
bordes.

Marreed Miss Marfon Allan of Oty
Over two hundred officers and men
ed the flood, which isolated the ch
to do honor to their comrade, an
military character of the wedding
further added to by the bi'de’s b
who was present in uniform,

No little difficulty w expert
in getting to church, for Netheravo
trict is one huge lake.

Many a fellow becomes hig
worst enemy simply because h
friends.

POOR HORSES

8ir Adam Beck Weeded Out Many
at Toronto Camp.

Toronto Report—The complaints
made regarding the type of horses
being purchased for the mounted units
at the Exhibition Camp, have been
met by prompt action on the part of
the military authorities to investigate
and remedy any defects in the present
system of purchase. On behall cf the
Militia Department, Brigadier-Gi2n, W
E. Hodgins, Acting adjunant-General,
arrived at the camp yesterday from
Ottawa, accompanied by Dr. iliggins.
Sir Adam Beck also was present at
camp, and with Brigadier-tien. Hod-
gins discussed the matter of the horses
with the commanding officers of tho
mounted. Two of the buyers for the
division, Messrs. Robertson and Hollis,
were also present ,and an insnection
of all horses complained of was made.
Sir Adam Beck and the senior officers
also inspected all horses belonging to
officers which these desired to/ retain
for their own usge, horses thai were
suitable being purchased and becom-
ing the property of the Government.
About twenty sound horses and. twen-
ty-six rejects from the mounted rifles,
together with the officers’ horses, were
examjined by Sir Adam. The cxamina-
tion of the horses will be continued
to-day, whlien JMajor Gilpin will be
present at camp for the purpos>,

A case of diphtheria has developed
in camp, but was discovered in the
early stage. The patient has heen
isolated, and no serious<result ig ex-
pected. Apart from this, the nealth
of the camp remains good.

Dogs in camp hereafter masi all he
muzzled, his  ediet, which was in
camp orders of yvesterday, has zone
forth as the result of a man heing
bitten by a dog, the head of which on
examination showed signs of rabies,

MERGER WIL
SIY NOTHING

But Sticks to Every Word of Pas-
toral Letter.

German Governor Sends Alleged
Message From Cardinal.

The Hague,

Desideratus Mercier, the

Cable-———Cardinal
Primate  of
to
“vexa-

Belgium, declines for the
dis

tious
thorities in B
him

present
53 what he defined as the
measures’” the German
with

of au-
reference

ietter

1m
to and to the pastoral
written by him on Jhristmas.

Gen. Von Bissing, Governor-General
of the Belgian territory occupind
the Germans, in rteply (o a request
made by the Associated P’ress that he
fcrward to Cardinal Mercier a tele-
gram asking him for the exact facts
in connection with the incident, to-day
said:

“Cardinal Meorcier requests ine to
forward to rou the following d« spatch
in response to your inquiry

“*1 feet very much the Ympatay
You have shown me, and for which I
thank you; but I prefer not to dwell
for the moment on the vexations
measures to “which you allude, and T
prefer to continue to shut myseli in
my episcopal ministry.. | wish to de-
clare, however, that 1 have withdrawn
nothing and will withdraw nothing
from my pastora, letter.

*‘Cardinal Mercior,
“‘Archbishop of Maliaes

Gen. Von Bissing adds:

“As this reply of the cardinal might.
give rise to misunderstandings, | add
therato the follewing remarks: | cerp-
cansed proofs of the pastoral
letter in the printing office to ho con-
f ed, aad 1 sumrzoned the priests
to give up conics of it in their posses-
sion.

“The ecardinal never has heen ar-
rested, nor has Lis personal liborty in
any other wayv been encroached nnon,
I Lave mercly by means of afic rs of
my staff requested him to zive me
explanations of the tendencics of the
pastoral lettor, and, besides this, in
order to preveni possible mawifesta-
ticns, 1 asked 1 to abandoa DI04
jected journev to Antwerps

“If these measures perhg
to the cardinal suhjective
vet they were ohjectiv
recessary_ in  order to
eftuatio
“Co,

by

TORONTO MARKETS.

BT
Eggs, new lajd,
Butter, dairy’ .. .
Chtokens, drissed,
Ducks, dressed,
Turkeys, dressed, |
Geese, dressed, Ib ..
Potatoes, DAGT
WHOLE
Whoilesale hous
lows
Beef,
Do.,
Do.,
Do.,

are quoting

. 310 00

.. 13 60
1) 00
8 00
12 5

forequarters, cwt....
hinaquarters.... .
medium

common ..
Veals, common,

Do., prime
Mutton
I lig

Sugars here are
holesale prices:—
Extra granulated,
Do., 20-1b. bags
D st. Lawren
bags

pi
Rednath’'s

No. 1 yellow

LIVE STOCK.
Butcher cattle, choice
do. medium
common
cows, choic
medium
canners ..

do,
do.
bulls
Feeding steers
Stookers, choice
do. light
<ers, choice, each ..
eWeB ..
and culls
watered
g Ot R
CRIVES vi is

OTHER MARKET

WINNIIEG GRAIN OPTION,
Wheat— Open. High, Low
Jan.. o . 3
May
July
Ont
May
July .

carwa@loencwensna
RIS

Sggrezas8s

5 S
1411 1

Tl
1 40%
. 0583 0593
IR e [ | 1 6674
MINNEAPOLIS GRAIY
Minneapolis,—~Wheat
No. 1 northern, $1.35
§1.22 1-8 to 1.3-8
No. 3 yellow,
s—No. 3 white,
Fancy paten
Second clears,
Bran—Unchanged.
DULUTH GR
Duluth—Wheat—N;
1 northern, $1.
$1.40.
GLASGOW C4
Glasgow—Watsor
full supplies and
steers, 17¢ to 18
1-2 bulls, 14c t
BUFIrA
st Buffalo,
100:
eals, receipts
Hogs, receipt
ixed 690 to 7
roughs 6.
‘p and
; lambs

55.65

Ea
2eipts

steady at the foll

as fnl

$11
i
1

1
Jyn
13 00
15 M
10 00
12 00
15 50
11 00
9 50

nn

wing




