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Fernie, City of Six Thousand, Wiped Out, Save
Building Only---Cranbrook Practically Wi
Out---Michel and Smaller Towns Burned Out-- = | depazment
Reported Heavy Loss of Life, Known at Least tcm

TN T

: Be:mett,‘h". M
_Brown, E. W.
B&yhs. ln C.
Burgess, C. B.

AN AT

A R SR

A

et

be From Severity to One Hundred Dead-
of Dollars Worth of Property Los
Appeals to All Canada For Relief.

Mitchel, B.C., August 3.—More detail-
ed news regarding the terrible disaster
at Fernie yesterday, are being brought
here by fugitiwa' from the stricken city.
The reports from here last night are cor-
roborated a thousand fold:

Ten cottages, the Crows Nest Pass
Coal ecompany’s office, and the big new
warechouse, and the Western Canad
Wholesale Grocery company are all tha.
remain of the prosperous town of Fernic
Fanned by a wind like a eyclone the firt
swept down the Canyon towards th
river, after reaching the river it sprea
like a flash of lightning to the yards
and mills of the Elk Lumber company
enveloping the entire plant in a sheet ¢
flames, and within a few minutes spread
ing across the river to the park and fhe
beautiful residential section of the town
Blocks at a time, the flames leape
towards the budiness section, and con
tinuing the destruction toward the-eas
of Fernie =nd the McDdugall mills, with
in fifteeri minutes the entire town was :

seething mass of flames.

Woikers Driven Back

Aoy willing hands responded to ih
i for help ifrébm the west but wer
driven back by the tornado of hell, un
able to render assistance to the strug
gling mothers, and babies, in a flight fo
their lives, only to be ealled to thei:
own hcmes in other paris of the city ¢
suve their own loved ones from the fier)
fiend of destruetion, rushing to the onl

places of possible safety the C. P. R, ané

G. N. depots® Many heroic deeds wert

done to save the multitude of fleeing

Lumanity, passenger, - baggage an«
freight ears were rushed to availablk
places, men, women and echildren had t
be packed in cars within the space oi

seconds. Two thousand or more being
taken to Cranbrook by C. P. R. and

nearly that many more taken below
Fernie fo a tract of land burned over ir
former years, and cleared, affording :
temporary place’of safety.

Thre city of Craubrook opened its arm:
to the fleeing sufferers, and before mid
night made up « train load of provision:
for those who were unable to get fa:
away from the destroyed town.

Many Lives Lost

It is feared that many lives are lost
especially in the west end, where the
flames spread so rapidly vhat it was im
possible for a man to outiun the roa.
ing furnace, and how much less chaneec
remained for the women and children
It is impossible to make any acenrate
statement of the number of lives lost
but when the ruins have cooled jow!
and search for the unfortunate ones be
gins, the number may be a hundred, and
the country will mourn the loss of mau)
fathers, mothers, wives and babies. It
is impossible to even make the faintest
attempt to give the names of the vic
tims at the present time. Tt will per
haps be days before even a partial lisl
may be obtained.

An idea of the force of the wind ma)
be gathered from an incident which oec-
curred during the fire, when it pieked
up a ftwo-storey frame building seventy
feet long, taking it aeross several lots
and dropping it in the midaie of the
nain strest,

Heart-Rending Scenes

Many incidents of daring and heart-
rending seenes of despair were witnessed
during the rush to the cars to- life and
safety. The town of Hosmer was ap-
parently dcomed, but owing to the gal
lant fight of the citizens.and ‘the shift-
ing of the wind, the moment when the
flames were reaching the nearest build-
ings, the main part of the ftown was
saved. Shortly after the heavy timber
above the Hosmer mines caught fire Soon
spreading to many of that company’s
buildings, One man lost his life, but his
nan.e could not be ascertained. - Before
an; efferts conld be madé to save the
powder magazine it was also in flames,
and blew up, causing a terrific explosion.
No one was injured. Again the town
was thraatened by destruction, only for

> protapt action of the official of the

company, who ordered many buildings u5

be blown up to save the large machine |

shop and power house, and in conse- !t

quence, the town.

Winunipeg and Brandon Donate
Winnipeg, August, 3.—At a meeting
of the board of control this morning the
¢ity donated five thcusand dollars to suf-
ferers by Fernie fire. Brandon councii
donated six hundred dollars.

THE FIRST REPORT

Fernie. B. C., August 3—Forty miles
of the southern district of British Col-

destruction is the loss of life which

| for._ Fernie in calamity befallen your city

umbia_through the east Kootenay dis-
tricts which is traversed by the Crow’s
Nest line of the Canadian Pacifie’ have
been swept by a fire which has raged
sinee four o'clock on Saturday afternoon’
and is still sweeping its way through
the forest ﬁlstricts of the eonntry.
Throughout this entire section of the
pany and then down the precipitious
country, towns, railways, bridges and
forests and buildings have beea swopt
away and accompanying . the enormous

makes the disaster one of the most_ap
palling in the history of the countiry.
Between 70 and 100 people have met
death, and the property damage is al-
ready between four and five million dol-
lars. The town of Fernie has boen
wiped off the map, and in place of the
prosperous district. of a few days ago,
there remains the -charred remains of
a half dozen broken wooded structures.
the tell tale of one of the country’s
greatest disasters. The town of Spar
wood has also been swept away and
altogether between four and five thous
and people have been rendered homeless
and cut off from available food supply.
Railway lines have been damaged, tele
graph communication has been déstvey
ed and from outside quarters word has
been sent to Cranbrook, Lethbridge, Cal-
gary, Regina and Winnipeg to take im-
mediate steps to.relieve the unfortunate
people.

The greatest loss of life and property
has been in Fernie. The devouring flames
fanned by strong winds swept down the
mountain -sides on Saturday afternoon
and by three o’clock it was apparent that
the town was facing imminent destrue
tion. In the face of the threatening
danger the citizens stood their ground
but at four o’clock the flames got be-
yond control. The blaze first caught in
the yards of the Elk River Milling Com-
valley which enclosed the wind and
flames like & box flume, the firey fangs|’
of the blaze struck the town in a dozen
places at once and even before the citi-
zens reglized that the place was on fire
half of it had been wiped out. Then the
frightened inhabitants sought places of
vefuge and scurried to the burned places,
mly to see their worldly possessions
lown in the little town heaped in a pile
»f burning ashes. From all sides the
blaze swept unmercifully down and so
quick was the progress of utter destrue-
sion that many people were suffocated,
hemmed in by the burning buildings.
Hundreds of the small cottages of the
miners which formed a section of the
town were but matechwood, and in an
hour were razed to the ground. Within
a few hours it was all over and thus the
‘errible fiend swept on in its relentless
path of destruction. All that was left
f & town of six thousand inhabitants
was one store, one iron warehouse,- 2
oal company’s office building and five
houses. . -

The general facts of the damage done
and the total loss of life and few partic-
ulars of the devastation &t Fernie were
obtainable last evening.

Before three o’clock Saturday after-
noon it was apparent that the city was
doomed.

Saskatchewan Sends Aid.

Immediately upon the return to the
ity last night of the Provincial Trexs-
urer, Hon. J. A. Calder, Premier Scott
took up with him the question of send-
ing relief to the sufferers of the stricken
towns of Fernie and the adjoining dis-
triet. While it was too late last night
to forward assistance, it is understood
that steps will be taken the first  thing
this morning to forward the sum of
$2,000 from the Province of Saskatche-
wan to mssist the inhabitants of the
devastgted area.

The following telegram was sent by
the city council yesterday:

“W.. W. Turtle, mayor, Fernie, Em-
mergency, via. Cranbrook, B. C.—City
of Regina expresses profound sympathy

and eouncil authorizes you to draw on

Regina for $500 for immediate relief.
Counc¢il meets tomorrow night, Please
{ send further information with a view to
extending further relief. J. Kelso Hun-
er, city elerk.” z

Hamiiton and Torongo Help.
Hamilton, Aug. 3—Mayor
wired $500 to the Fernie fire
More will be sent if wanted. %u.
Totonto, Aug. 2—Mayor Ollvd to-
night reccived a message from Mayor
Tuttle, of Fernie: “Our eity burned out.
3,000 people homeless. We appeal to
you for relief.” Mayor Oliver got into

jernment, New Westminster I. 0. O. F,,

|fmm the fire,

trol and a special meeting will be held
tomorrow afternoon -~ (civic afternoon)
when ‘it is likely $500 will be wired.
Nelson, B. C., August 4.—A party of
men reached here tonight ‘from -Fernie
who were all through the fire.. The
men’s story and latest wires direct from
both Fernie and Cranbrook, as to. loss oF
fifeure worse than thﬁé
The number bumed dtve :
mated at from 60 to 100’ in round
bers, but it has been quite nnpouible,tn
get names or anything like an estimate.
The most sensational story comes fmm
Cranbrook tonight where it is asserted
that proof is forthcoming that the three
bush fires were started at Fernie, which
eventually burned all the town, with the
express object of freeing the “Blackhand”|;
suspeets under arrest in Ferni¢ jail. © As
a matter of faet. while most of the pris-
oners- were given their ‘liberty. the five
suspects in‘q,uestion, heavily ironed, were
taken to Cranbrook, and will be breught
to -the provincial jail here later..  No
doubt the story will be fully investigated
by the authorities.

Facts About The Fire

Cranbrook, August 4.—Despatches 7e-
ceived up till late last mgbt indicated
that the fire fiend was passnve, tempmt‘

there is every reason to hope that the
worst is over. The most startling news
of the day was an unconfirmed report
to the effect that the fire was of incendi-
ary origin started for the express pur-

hand prisoners in Fernie jail.
: The exact number of dead is ‘still un-
known. * In all, twenty-five bodies have

these are of unknown persons. Among

negress;  Mrs: Turner; J. Lane, &
tie” Miller. -
Cities Respond to Appeal

_ Almost every city in Canada has re-
sponded to the appeal of Fernie for re:
lief, and thousands of dollars have al-
ready been sent, while supplies have been
rushed from every point within striking
distance. { >

W. R. Ross, M.P.P,, chairman of the
relief committee, is in receipt of the fol-
lowing subscriptions: Winnipeg $5,000
Toronto $5,000, Vancouver $5,000, Calgary
$3,000, Saskatchewan govemment_ss,obo,
Lethbridge $1,000, Nelson, B.C.; $500, and
a carload or supplies; Calgary $500, Re-
gina $500, Hamilton $500, Portage 'la
Prairie $300, Kingston $200,  Spokane
Elks $100.  Supplies from Cranbrook;
Spokane, Ottawa, British Columbia gov-

Smith ' Premier Typewriter  Company,
Hosmer, C. P. R., Spokane C. of C., Port
Arthur, Montreal, Banff, Brandon, Moose

Jaw, Medicine Hat, .Ltthbridge and
Washington.

Property Loss
Great Northern railway $500,000, C. P.
R. $500,000, Elk Lumber Co. $500,000,

Trading Co, $25,000, A. McDonald Co.
$125,000, Fort Steele Brewing Co. $100,

J. D. Quale Hardware Oo. $50,000, Fernie|
Laundry $30,000. ‘Other business firlus

ﬂsomo Total “MM

Michel Is Safe Yet !
Michel, August 4.—No damage 1o
Michel by fire yet. The town is sur-
rounded and seriously threatened from
the west. If the wind remains favor:
able there may be o loss, but with a
strong. west wind it would be impouible

plant. A train of fifteon cars was made
up last night and moved twelve hundred
women and children, together with hos.
pital patients to Coleman and Frank.
So far Hosmer has suffered very little

Fourteen thousand acres of green tim.
ber lie directly in the path of the flanes,}
and there is little hope of saving any of
it unlecsthcwimi, which is  now
blowing a gale, dies down. :

One thousand men are fighting the
ﬁn,bntatthhhutuymmbh

loss will exceod $250,000. -

communication with the board of com-

-

| dates will be

ily at least. ' Michael still appears to bef
safe, and if tne wind does not- rise again}

pose of liberating the five Halian black-{

been recovered from the ruins. Many of}

those indentified were the followings) .
Engineer Anderson, of the . Hosmer|
mines; Ford family of four, Lena Bell,; 2

Trite’s Wood Co. $250,000, Crow’s Nest |

and hotels $1,000,000. Dwelling bom
$1,000,000. Onw’cﬁedhueaﬁa)..":‘

to check its progress.  The”property | .

reguhtaons respecting the examina-
tions and it has . met with general
appmnl of teachers, namely, that
of permitting candidates for the sev-
eral ghsm of dnplomas to write off
the eummation in parts. Many have
ay: thcmselvec of this privilege
ﬁw'y are thus s_given an oppor tubi-
_5; for more thorough preparation.
The marks of unsuccessiul candi
va ‘Wundi

i dates, 1p o fewlays. | M
> tes have hﬂﬂ th :
Canfidates who - McDiarmid, E.

appeal to the . departmen't' to hlVé
their papers re-read hut such appeal

of the results, »namely, August 22.
All persons who have received their
Third, Second or First Class diplo-
mas. at- the recent examinations will
in accordance with ‘the change in the
regulations be required to attend the
third - class normal sessions ~ and

fteach a year before being admitted

to the second or first class sessions.
The sessions of the provincial norm-
al school will open at Regma on
Monday, August 24, Forms of ap-
plication will be sent by the Depart-
ment of Education on request

TEACHERS' DIPLOMAS
FIRST CLASS :—
1Ads,ms G. T.

' A‘gﬁs, R.
_Boies, T. M.
Burwash, J.
Carnduff, F. M.
Greer, E.
Hallman, A.
Jacobs, G. W.
Johnston, T. H.
Laycock, J. P.

Milligan, F.

» D. F,

R.

married man; Robertxnnnd"ﬂedt".

Sheppard, F. A.

Grantod Second Class  Diplomas -or
" pirst Class Standing
Gt’émwood, H. E.

Ketn, E. E.
Withrow, L
Partial Examination, First Class i<

Brown, H. M. (Geometry.)
Fraser, D. (Latin, French and
. German,) -

Kennedy, G. S. (Geometry)
McKaughan, J. A. (Krench) .

March, A. C. (German.)
SEOOND CLASS —
Avely, E
Atyoe, 'H
Acheson, D.
Bailey, Z. M.
Brown, M. E.
Brown, . W.
Boyd, C. L.
v E.
‘Blair, T. H.
Bliesner, I.-
Broﬂ, A C.
Bumn, B.
Barker, M. E.

—

000, Cedar Valley Lumber Co. $100,000,} -

to save the town and coal company's| :

mus$. be made within twenty days f
from_the date of the announcement’

Angus, R. (German.) ’ -

MacKenzie, H. R. (Trigonometry) |
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“McKee, P. E.

Mitchell, J.
McCannell, R.

- McNeice, E.
& JWv n'

K P.

Morgsn, A.
MecLeod, N.
McLellend, H. M.
McEwen, J. E.
McMurray, M
McArthur, C. J.
McLean, B. M.
Magee, E. F.
McCowan, A.
Mavity, W

‘MeGregor, C. E.

Maodonald;” M. A.
Montgomery, M.
Montgomery, J. W.
Nesbitt, N

Osler, A.
Peterson, P.
Peres, J.

Pember, E. M.
Patten, J. L. ¢
Pattison, C. L.

Sr. Sdat C’Eungelnt
- Tripp, M: A: :

Thomson, A. P.
Thomas, E. H

'rmepyu.

Upex, - e
Walsh, K. M.
Wilams, H. M.

° Warner, M. J.

Warner. E. B.

" Walker, 0. E.

Wilson, J.

SECOND CLASS, Part 1 :—

AmbleGR‘.

Beli, D.

Browlx.EK

Bare, R. R.
Bumn, J. R.
Chase, A. R.

Cmmglnm, H. N.
~Cameron, C. N,

Canﬁon G.
Clarhe, M. A.

Cummings, J. D.

Cardwe]l, C.
Creighton, J.

Campbell, A. H
Campbell, F. M.

Clatke, R.

Clements, C. G.

Dickie, G. F.
Dwyer, M.

‘Pwyer, M., I
“Dillon, M. H.
Delong, L.G.
Davidson, L.
Dixon, M. A.

- Dalgleish, J. S.

Dean, A. J.
Elliott, ' J. B.

Emerson, J. W.

Foley, M.

Fell, A. J. B.

- Qriffin, A. L.

GouMing, W. G.

Gerry, -H. B.
_ Gilehrist; A.

Gardiner, H.
Grayson, D.

Greer, S. R.
Harris, E. S.

Hayter, C. A.
——#Jenderson, L. J

Hill, I. R."

‘Harris, H. A.

“Hewgill, M.
Hope, M. E.
. Hopkins, B.
. Henry, L.
. Hindson, L.
Hollway, A.

- . Jameson, F. B
: Judson, A. R.

- Jones, C.

. Johnson, F. N.
Kisbey, L.

- Kisbey, P.
- Kellet, 6.
. Khun, P. S.
© Keenan, M.
Kent, F. C.
Kydd, M.
Laird, W. C,
Lay, R. A.

Wiggins, R. J
Winteringham, O
Wiggins, E. B.
Warper, A. I.
Wilson, E.
Webster, C. A.
Walker, 0. J.
Wals, M. L.
Webb, M.
Yates, T.

Zuill, E.

THIRD CLASS, Part 1 :—
'Adams, N. M.
Bell, J.

Byers, N.
Beesley, M. A.
Bel, C.-N.
Bentley, C
Beyer, A
Cates, B.

« Carns, T. C.
Coy, L. N.
Dufi, L. M.
Dack, A. R.
Ferguson, R. L.
Flatt, J. F.
Gough, T. R.
Gibbard, E.
Hepburn, V.
Irwin, F. C.
Jopp, O. M.
Ketcheson, B. E.
Larson, O.
Laycock, K.
Leslie, M.
Lenhard, A. _

- McLeod, A. M.
McKay, F
MacGillivray, R.
Moi > = 5
HCLaﬂshlin. A
‘Millan, C. J.
Potter, J. G.
Potter, M. F.
Penfold, G. E.
Pascoe, V. P.
Payuter, F.
Ross, H.
Ripley, A.

- Riddell, J. B.
Smith, A.
Smith, D. M.
Stewart, C. A.
Stewart, V. M.
Scott, S.
York, E.

Good Scores Made at
= ‘Annual Rifle Shoot

(Continued from page 3.°)

TEAM MATCH

Duck Lake Team ... wows o oo 299
Fleming Team (1st.) ... ... ..
R.N.W M.P. (m 'l‘eam)

|RN.WALP. @nd Team) .. .. .

- LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S PRIZE
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