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DES PATCH and D OC UME NTS relazive to the Lig kluses o SCATTRIE an S T. PAULs ISLaDS.
(Xc s4) DOWXLVGTREET T4tkX. 1835

With reference toMr. Jeffery's Despatches of the 20th Marchand Oth pril 83,and
oyour despatch of thed4th July, 1885,have the honor toinforniyou that;His Majesty?sGovern-

inent have recently had under theirconsideration the representations.which have been a iffe-ent
time addressed!to them, by. partiesinterested initheTrade of theMorthAnrican Provinces, uponthe subject of the dangerous navigation ofthetGulfof St.úLawrence -Theniumerous Shipwrëcks
wlicliannially occur ther'e attended in sorreinstancesý with-considerableloss of life ând propery,
harve so often formed the. subjèt,.ofco-respondence between-yourspredecessorsn iiithe Goveromentof Nova Scotia and this Department, that it.isýunnecessary for en;to.doamore thanalude tthén
bu t you will am sure,-readilyk.understaùd the:anxiety.w.hichhasbeenfelt.byIiMajest G-
verinment to adopt aniy: precautions for obviating the 'recurrence ofý such -rmelaneholy accidents.-
With a view, therefore o;ascertairiingthe most .effectuameans fo.this ýpurpose,theLordsCni-nissioners.of His Majesty's .Treasury haveiéndeavrured to obtain the opinions csientifi'ïersons,experienced iri the navigation ofthose Seas,úand acquainted:with thecirc^mstances ônthe ;neigh-
bouring Provinces.: !£he result of theirenquiries,1as*communicatedintheLetter and Minites, f.which. Copiesare inclosed, appears:to be, that iflight-Houses3vere erected upor tÏi Islandof
ScataneandStPauloffthecosmof CapeByreton:ai of:the Shipwrecks vwichnowour
mlight .be 'prevented' å-:nxious, 'thereföre :to contribiiteraa muCh epossiblç, to, n ý,ojet he
theirLordships consider as ofnationaUratherithan of local interestthehave -announcedtheir
readiness to apply to Póarliament for the funds mecessary:tothe erection of Light-lHnes uponthose
points, proxided hàt the Colonies whoseTradeisuo be benefited by the measure, w-il engageýto
defrayh thexpenses heir future maintenance The liberalitewhich.has heret>forebéendisplay-
ed by the Legislature:of Nova Scotia, in succouringth ose who have-been shipwrecked uponher
Coasts, assures me that -that body will cordially- co operate withtheRomeGover mentand '",wh
the neigrhbouri ng Colonies. in promoting a measure so important to:the Commercial intèrestsofthe
whole of British North America. s

Adverting to the details ofthe arrangement by wliieh-the effectivenessof these Light-Houses is
to be secured, the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have oreiéonnededhat they should be
placed under the management of the Board for the direction·of such matters which, already exists
in Nova Scotia ;and4bey also.suggest that,. a aprelimiria toany further- proceedings, that
Board should 1e requested to report upon the measures to be adopted. To the former part ofheirLordsh's suggestion, I donot'apprehend'any ýojectio, froîilie ltte havé bee indued todeviate, in so farxasto bringJthesubject atoncé undé the consideration of tveiespctivéeLégisla-
tures, becausevee to await aReport froin Nova Scoti iwoub ps brt ito
those bodies during;their approaching Sessions. ¼No advntage, suffidiento compernaîe for thisdelay, could. I think,be expectéd froni thè Report in question Thenetgneetowhiöhch of1eProvinces will become liable,'byt-ireptance of the offer ofthe ordsetomrnisî eaidhef-the-0 e 0ta amors Cnmissi orers îý f tthe
Treasury, cannotunder any ireumstàijýes, be otherwise than iiionside ble;adid hejiil at thesame time, have at hand greaterfailiies for estiaréilig its,anounitaffan ?hopé tobain -Under thiese circumstances,I am induced to present the inatter for-the'conidei'tion ofth Asséir-bly of Nova Sctia, in its ûistTnjmietefoi'ni. The.other Coloniés; towlich :itiiùtèndedto
apply for a contribjtirnétowa'dsi th t oéfneof these Light-Houses ar e LowerCanada-New
Brunswick, and Prince 'd, : dslaid; and have suggested to theEai bfGosfordteepedien-cy of His-Lordshi's comrnu ictÏiediretly withyoiïrsell and th'e lieutenant Governor of the
other Colonies interested ini té liasure; for thepurposeõTofIaturingarrngemnt whichmay be
cozmn to ail. Among thesethe¾ricipalwill behe ppor-tionment he arnalepense,
and it has occurred-to me that thisobject-might perhaps be convenientlv effécted by means -of a
Comnission of Arbitration-of which.the Menbers should be appointed by the' respective Legisla-tures, with'a power.of adopting a finiala d'à This, however, is a point unpon:which I desir-ë only
to ffer a suggestioniif any other arrangement should appear to -the Legislaturesxinterested iin
the measure, to.be better d'apted to the circumstances of the case; I nedehardly state that Ishall
be ready to co-operatewith them for giving effet.to it.
. In conclusion; I lave"only to requestthut, èori-rnably to the desire.of the Lords Comissidners

of the Treasury, you 'iisubrñitlieinclosed'd'cèiiments for the considerition of the Boardlfbr the
management of Light-iHouses and that youwill request that Bord-to favor me ith an early'Re-
port.upon the.subjectin order t hat"iniodiate'steps rnay te taken for conineriir te eectiori 'o
these Light-Houses

- have the honorto be

-. Your most ob dieît servant

neE


