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Lire or more Mombwt than Opinions.—The fol
lowing is Oenon Faitrt's apology for preaching in 
a Church where the “ views ” of the Rector are 
different to his own. With the spirit of this defence 
we warmly sympathise :—“ I am almost aahameo 
to be obliged to add that it mast not be understood 
from my presence here that I have any special 
sympathy with any special school of thought io 
our English Church. That is emphatically not 
the case. Bat for the idle commente which have 
been made on the matter, and which I have heard 
on many sides, I should have blushed for the imper
tinence of alluding to what is purely personal. I 
am a stranger to this town ; I never set foot before 
in this church ; and in preaching here to-night I 
have simply performed an ordinary and every day 
act of kindness to a brother clergyman, to me per 
eon ally unknown, as I should do, I hope—I should 
blush not to do if it were in my power—for almost 
any other ainoere, hardworking clergyman, whom 
I believe, whether hie views happened to be the 
■ame as mine or not, to be faithfully doing God’s 
work, and sincerely struggling to fight sin and 
lighten sorrow. Surely if the points on which tbe 
members of our beloved Church can agree are 
infinitely broader and deeper than those on which 
we differ, then in days in which so much moral 
laxity is sheltered under so much avowed and 
unavowed scepticism, when one can hardly take up 
an ordinary magasine without stumbling on some 
clever article which calls in question the most 
rudimentary elements of our faith—surely, I say, 
days such as these, when perils thicken and 
threaten on every hand, are not the times for party 
to be hating party, school denouncing school, sod 
brother Curistiaus and brother clergymen refusing 
to hold out 11 each other the right baud of fallow 
■hip, because, forsooth, though they all are Christ s 
children and for all Christ died, they differ or think

they differ about some infinitesimal trifle, or about 
perhaps some important truth. If it be so, then 
indeed have we laid ourselves open to the strong 
reproof St Paul addresied to the Church at 
Cunuth, * It hath been declared unto me that 
here are contentions among you. Every one of yon 

ninth, I am of Paul ; and I of A polios ; and I of 
Cephas ; and 1 of Christ. Is Christ divided ? ’ or, 
as it should perhaps be rendered, ' Christ has betn 
livide!,’ * Las been parcelled out,' 1 has been torn 
into fragments,’ among you. And how seriously 
-hould we lay to heart the solemn words which 8t. 
Paul in the same chapter, addressed to the petty, 
squabbling factions of bis day, ‘ Now, I beseech 
von, brethren, by tbe name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak tbe same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you ; bat that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and the 
asms judgment.’ If, most unhappily, we cannot 
all be of the same mind, do not let us forget, ‘ Sirs, 
ye are brethren.’ My preaching here to-night— 
since some have been pleased to remark upon it. 
means only this, that I hold it my duty as far as 1 
can • to keep the unit? of the spirit in the bond of 
peace.’ 1 consider hi linens of life of transcendantly 
more importance than unity of o|inion, and I hold 
that the more we have of mutual charity, and the 
gentleness and tollra*ion there are among us, the 
less there will be cf intestine wars and fightings 
and that the more we have of hr therly love and 
happiness, the more richly will tbe dew ol God’s 
blessing fall upon oor Cbnrch, and the better shall 
we all do the work of Christ.”

The Prayer Book Comprehensive —11A spiritual 
flavour is imparted to the Cunrch’s Offices through
out which is not foond in those of modern com
position. Tbe worshipper feels that he is praying 
and praising in F. rms which are tbe heritage of a 
supernatural institatimg, and will find m them a 
safeguard against onr abounding sectarianism 

While the Prayer Book, through its direo ions to 
tbe devout member of the Cbnrch, includes in 
itself the complete Canon of Holy Scripture, which 
it orders to be read year by year, it presents morr 
particularly certain portions for tbe nourishment 
of tbe spiritual life ; passages from the Epistles, 
in a context, as parts of a Eucharistic Office, which 
serves to interpret them aright, when “ hard to 
be understood ; ” the miracles and deeds of mercy 
of our Blessed Lord ; the Parables, and other 
grarions words which proceeded out of Hie mouth.

The Church gives to the Psalms a fulness and 
depth of spiritual meaning, which David himself 
conld have discerned but dimly, making them 
Christian Ptalmt by j oining to them the Christian’s 
ancient Hymn of Praise to the Blessed Trinity ; 
and assigning them a place morning and evening 
in the worship of the Sanctuary, where for ages, 
especially when married to the ancient Plain-song 
melodies of the Catholic Church, they have been 
the delight, the comfort, and support of “ young 
men an t maidens, old men and children ; ” giving 
them the worthiest words, and worthiest tones, 
wherewith to “ praise the God of all gods ; for 
His mercy endoreth for ever 1 ”

And it is this eomprehei eive quality of the Book 
of Common Prayer which I would especially wish 
to emphasise. It is lot alt; all the Baptised will 
fia-*, and do find, if they seek for it, the guidance 
and help which they need.

the rew Testament may not be denied in set terms, 
but they aie spirit#d awav. Certain moderns talk 
much of Christ and ytt nject Christianity! Under 
cover of extolling the Teacher, they reject His 
teaching for theories more in accord with “ th» 
spirit of the aye." (Mr. Spurgeon will have to set
tle this point with Dr. Wilson) At first Calvinism 
was too hareb, then evanaeelical doctrines became 
too antiquated, and now the Scriptures must bow 
to man’s alteration and improvement. The Deitv 
of Christ is not often assailed, but tbe gospel which 
He gave us through His own teaching and that of 
the Apostles is set aside. No single Bible doctrine 
exists which is not at this hour studiously under
mined by those who ought to be its defenders. 
There is not a truth that is precious to the soul 
which is not denied by those whose profession it is 
to proclaim it.” Mr. Spurgeon’s testimony as to 
the decay cf faith in dissenting circles will be 
accepted as trustworthy. It is a sad picture but it 
merely illustrates the truth, that as men hew out 
cisterns for themselves and invent churches to please 
individual fancies, they more and more wander 
from the safe paths wherein the Catholic Church 
confines her children in orderly freedom.

Mr. Spurgeon on Dissenting Theology.—In 
the Sward and Trowel for last month, Mr. Spurgeon 
thus delivers himself in regard to his fellow dissent
ers.“ If modem thought proceeds much further, the 
fashion of onr religion will be as much Mahometan 
as Christian, it will be more like infidelity than 
either,' A converted Jew, stating in London, went 
into a didstutiog chapel, which I cool! name, and 
sai l on coming out he had heard nothing therein 
of the Christian faith. The doctrines distinctive ofl^ayer.”

Cleanliness a Part op Godliness.—One of tbe 
greatest difficulties which the pagan philosophers 
had in receiving Christianity, was the incarnait >n. 
They said it was impossible for God to descend 
into matter, to be united with fl sb. They said it 
was absurd to speak of Je^us, wbo had eaten and 
drunk like other men, who had suffered and ried 
on the cross, as the incarnation of the word or 
wisdom of God. That word, tbey said could never 
come in contact with matter, which was in vself 
the root of evil ; could never be united to flesh, 
which was tbe source of corruption. But Chris
tianity said expressly that the body was God’s own 
workmanship, that it ought to be the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, and by the fact of the incarnation it 
showed that there was nothing in the body neces
sarily sinful. The lessons which Christianity 
teaches by this are not remote. A pure body is 
necessary to a pure soul. As the mind, or think- 
iog faculty, suffers from the infirmities of the flash, 
so the soul suffers from an indulged or corrupted 
body. The servant becomes the master, and the 
master becomes the slave, and, having lost the 
sense of its own proper enjoyments, it is often in a 
willing bondage. The washings prescribed by the 
law of Moses, and the rite ot baptism as retained 
in the Christian Church, may be designed indirectly 
to teach respect for the body. To be clean and to 
take care of onr health thus becomes parts of re
vealed religion. -,

The Value of th* Church Catechism.—Before 
the reception of the Seven-Lid Gifts of the Spirit 
in the laying on of Hands, the Baptised Christian 
has to be indoctrinated in the elements of Faith 
and Duty. For this purroee the Cbnrch has provided 
her catechism ; and with admirable care baa she 
guarded her young members from the distraction 
of snob abstruse dogmas, and insoluble problems as 
the Puritans, and, according to Milton, the fallen 
Angels, occupied themselves in debating—

“ And found no end in wandering maxes lost "
—eupra-lapsarian and sob-lapsarian Predestination, 
God’s foreknowledge, man’s freewill, and fate. 
She confines her instructions to the Faith, as it ia 
propounded in tbe Apostles’ Creed ; to Duty, as it 
is laid down in the Ten Commandments, and deep
ened and spiritualised by the “ New Commandment ” 
the law of love ; to Prayer, as set forth in the 
Divine Prayer; to sacramental grace, as the life 
and the strength of all. And this last, the teach
ing of sacramental grace, and the ministration of 
it, is the Key-note of the whole “ Book of Common
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