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MARRIAGE

I'he very presence of Jesus was
sanctifying ; no one in any sense
disposed toward geace could be near
Him and not come under His in-
flaence. The attractiveness of Jesus
brought souls to Him in all their
purity ; in fact it was only the pure,

and those who, though once stained, |

vere repentant, that were attracied
by Him. The wicked, at the time
He walked the earth, as today,
gooffed at Him and approached Him
only from wicked motives. For this
rengson they neither gained His
tavor nor received His sanctifying
grace. No one cap be an enemy
of God and receive His' divine grace
while continuing in gin. There must
be a complete change before grace
can abide with the sinner; for it
expels sin as the sun does dark
ness,

But Christ by His presence did not
ganctity people only ; for places and
things were sanctified by Him as
well, What places are more hallowed
todsy than the scenes of Christ's
life and paesion ? What earthly
object is more esnctified than the |
ross upon which He died ? We gee |
the effect of the power He instilled
in thioge, especially in the sacra-
ments. In sll of them there ie
gomething material, some visible
gign which, when placed as orde red
by Him, is the means of life-giving
grace flowing into our souls. Inthe
Goepel of this Sunday, the Fathers
are wont to see an instance of the
sanctifying presence of Jesus at
a wedding teast. By His presence
at this marriage, the ocontract re-
ceived o sacredness which He had
pronounced belonge to it And it
was not this marriage alone that
He sanctified, but all Christian |
marriages.

Marriage was nol a sacrament in
the Old Law. Nay, it even had lost
its primal sanctity, God permitting
exoeptions to the rule He eslab
lished regarding it, because of the
wickednes
80 many

of the people. But this
lenient permission of God in the
case of marriage, 88 in many other |
oustoms and ceremonies of the Old
Law, not to last. When the
fulness of time would bave come,
marriage would nbt only be made as
it was in the beginning, but it would
roceive an additional dignity — it |
would become n sacrament. This
work Christ was to perform, and |
He olearly made it known that He
did 8o, and indicated, evidentiy, that
it must be monogamie.. The hugband
and wife united in lawful marriage
were to be husband and wife as long
a8 they both lived. It wae only the |
death of one that -could permit
another marriage of the other.
There would be timee perhaps when
they would separate — specifically if
one of the parties were guilty of
adultery — but neither of the parties
could enter into s new marriage
a8 long as both were alive. Nothing
but death severs the ties of mu',mv‘
mony—a union that God has made |
and esanctifled—"'what God has
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Above and this ig the greatest of
all divorce evils — what a deflance of |
God's law, that law that is wise, tha
is eternal ! What a disobedience to

1isa commands !

The principal ends in matrimony
are mutual help and the procreation
of children. The possibilities of a |
divorce proceeding destroys them.
Rather than mutual help, we see
disgusting egotism ; rather than the
procreation and education of ghil-
dren, we see marriage used for the
lowest end man and woman can
propose to themselves, and children
roaming the world parentless and
homeless. It has gone fo such
extremes in many cases that not |
even the existence of angelic little
ones—the rich fruit of a union—will
hold man and wife together. The
home is being replaced by a room in
n hotel or a little quarter in an
apartment house. And, unfortunate-
ly, the lesser the homes, the greater
the crimes ! Would that the family
hotel were n true word. We must
not bs skeptical of all baaring this
nama, bat there is poison in the
combination, Divorce has brought
all this about and it bids fair to play
yet greater havoc among people.

Certainly, humanly speaking, in
oompatibility sometimes exists, but
it is not an instantaneous produc-
tion. In almost all cases it existed
when the marriage vows were pro
nounced ; that it ocomes about
afterward is nothing more than a
manifestation of its presence.
Mutual help is the parasite to ite
very existence Where fthere {8
egotism, there i marrisge strippad
of all ite qualities. Marriage should
be of compatibilities and not of
foolish future expectations. They

require
co petity
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ends of marriage, will never know
there is such & word as incompati
bility in the language, at least, from
experience, |
But how is one to know Hie or her
kind ? It is to be learned from:the |
laws of the Church. Every Catholic |
is acquainted, or should be, with the |
chapter in the Baltimore Catechism
| on mpatrimony., There the wisdom of
the Church greater than wlrich no |
other existe—is eet before those
| considering morringe. The Church, |
oo, is speaking with the experience
of almost two thousand years to her |
oredit, The Church predicted the
only preservation of the home, and
the Church tuday is the only preserv
er of the home. She has seen all |
the incompatibles of today, the
compatibles of yesterday, “and she is
seeing them yet where God's grace
is present, The Church alone putls
before.people the ends for which they
marry. Will you doubt that, if
people married from the proper |
motives and with the right ends

| in view, there would be no divorces ? |

Must you not admit that day after |
day, by the hundreds, couples are

| marrying at an age when a had that

would otherwise some day blossom
is spoiled forever ? You need not |
enll it crime. Call it impudence it
you will. But we may ask, who is to
blame ? Alag, in most cases it is |
the parente! Many of them did
likewise. What is to bs done?
What can be done with perverse
soclety ? Nothing, God and |
His Church bs chayed
Catholice, fortunately,
ara faithtul to the Catholic law. |
there are many cases where |
even they have followed the path of
divorce. Of courte, where they have |
doneso, they haveabandoned the work
of their salvation, and defled their
mother, the Church. Say, what they |
will, their excuses are vain, Christ,
who made the laws of merriage
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as & whole,

| gevere and stringent, Las given to all

who come under them grace sufficient |
In ths O1d
Law, it was different. Marriage,

| not being a sacrament, had not the
| grace attached to it that is united to

it in the New Law.

Customs of countries and of |
peoples can never justity Catholics
in any divorce proceedings. Such |
customs, since they are contrary
to God’s eternal law, cannot law- |
fully exist. They are a confinual |
defiardce of God's wise, eternal legis-
1d unless abol ed in time
will bring a disaster that may
what will remain of man to s
zation of his folly., What God
established, man must
is not bound to do so.ph
kis moral obligations
Divorece, if y 11
speaking you ean do so
united you, holde you bound to
gether, and worst of all, will make you
render an account for your sin, which
is one of the gravest of the grave.
But rather than fear hsve for a
motive love of God's law and obedi-
ence thereto. Then you will obtain
grace fo overcome difficulties
even of & married life thatis not the
most fortunate.
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Here then is the prineiple ignored
by materinlistio epeculators on pro- |
gressd, that the progress of the human |
race depands on the acceptance of |
grace to couanterast tha evil tenden
cies of naturey One sided philoso
phies of life that enler into a ocon. |
gpirncy of silencs againet these bazls [
facts and principles of progrees, must
necessarily follow the path of un.
aeeleted human nature to pessimism |
and despair,

The Christian fortifled with the
doctrinee of faith which complete his |
view of lite and its struggles for
good, eees in each age evidenvces of
progrees in the individual, and sees |
in the world at large throngh all the
centuries good predominating over
evil. 'The Oatholic philosophy of
lite is & philosophy of optimism, an
optimism born not of his own
powers, but of God's untailing Provi- |
dence, an optimiem that is steeled |
and strengthened by the example of |
the Savior, and by His remarkable
prophecy, ''These words 1 have
spoken to you, that in Me you may
have peate. la the world you shall
have distrese, but have confldence, I
have overcome the world."—The
Pilot.

CATHOLIC GROWTH

The recent statistics published by
Strandelli show oclearly the great
progress made by the Catholic
during the last century.
These notes are taken from them :

In England at the end of the eigh
teenth century, there wers
120 000 Catholics, six apostolic vicar
iates and 200 priests. In the year
1907 there were 2 000,000 Catholics,
21 bishops and 4.166 prieste. From
the year 1899 to 1907 amongst the
converis were 445 preachers, 417 from
the legislative body, officers and
60 doctors. For some time back Eng- |
land counts an average of 10,000 |
conversions per year.

Germany in 1800 counted only |
6,000,000 Catholice. In 1901 the
Catholie population in Germany was

only

In Ruesia the number
gione is very great,

1905 1909) after the publica
of the law of toleration the
number of Catholice reached 230,000

Daring the nineteenth century the
Catholic population in the
countries grev 1siderably
16,000 to 150,000 Catholics
meania. In Bosnia the i ase
from 000 to 000.
from 1,300 to
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great republie, filly priests and 40,000
Catholics. At the present time there
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| bishops, over 10,000 prieets and more |

000,000 Catholice.
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very numerous, varyi
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If we are to
philosophers o1

gpeculative

ike Dean
ary, or H. G, Wells,
the belief in the law of progress is
an outworn form of optimism, and |
the world today is hurrying to the
destruction of its present civilization,
All this speculation born of grose
materialism has set in motion waves |
of peggimism that are rieing higher |
and higher, A mood of despair has

1
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| seized upon many of the great think-
| ers, who approach the problem with

Such a mood is a8 unreasonable as
it is dangerous, There arg necessary
facte and principles which these phil
philosophers ignore. What are these
facts? The flest great fact is that
human nature is the same today as
it has been for centuries, a medley of
conflicting tendencies towards good
and evil. But human nature is not
essentially corrupt as the Calvinistic
error would have us believe. The
doctrine of original sin, which has
been relegated by these materialistic
theorizers to the limbo of forgotten
things, teaches that human nature |
, has been stripped of some of its God [
given gifte and is euffering from a
| wound that time will never heal.
This wound is a clouding of the

intellect and a wenkness of the will,
and a strong but not unconquerable
inclination to evil. But the dootrine
of Divine grace teaches that while
the propérties of human nature be
fore the Fall of Adam can never be
restored, nevertheless the tendency
to evil can be counteracted by Divine
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A WORLD OUT OF

JOINT |

In the welter of plans for s
reconstruction, one fact of encourage
ment is apparent. No one needs g
be convinced that the world just now |
is sadly out'of joint. As long as we
insist that good is evil and that evil |
ie good, reform is impossible. 'Hr(a‘
gick man who refuses all remedies is |
marked for an early death. The
physician who cannot make a proper |
diagnaopis is the undertaker's best
friend. And men who ory, " Peace ! |
Peace !"” when the world is in flames
are no better than the miscreants
who would recreate society by the
liberal use of dynamite. Both make
genuina reconstruction nposeible,
because both paralyze intelligent
action.

Yee, the world is out of joint.
Labor lifte up scarred hands to
rehenrge the etory of ite woes.
Women and children starve bavause
of injustice in high places. Men are
reduced to the condition of mere
machines, yet not so well cared for. |
They do not live as human beings |
ghould live. They merely exist. |
The present is miserable and there |
is no hope for the future. And
Copital, eafe in its fortrees, answers |
that if Labor chooses to walk in tle |
paths ot folly, Labor mugt be content

grace merited by the sufferings and | with. the fruits of folly. Oapital
E

death of Christ.

8t, Paul saw two laws fighting
within himeelf, the law of perverse
nature and the law of divine grace.
But he also heard in a vigion the re-
ply to his complaint that he was not

points to the imperious demand of an
eight-hour day, when the physician,
the nurse, the clergyman and the

teacher, get no limits to their period |

of toil, but are ready at all simes to
minister for a pittance, or for no

{ plans

| mot

| & shop

| Dew

should

|
who marry their kind, for the real | making progress, “My grace is suf- | recompense at all, to the needs of

the publioe.
contracte, of publie suffering
because Lahor will neither work nor
arbitrate. "1 sm ionocent of
blood,” says Capital, oalling for
water and basin, Lool you
to it."

The world is out of joinbd
can bs bronght back to bealth
social reconstruction
Bugges complete treatment, but
the beginning could be made by the
re-establishment of two
commande, One {8, '' Thou shalt not
steal,”” and the other, Thou shalt
bear false witoese against thy
neighbor.” Lahor can steal
copital by dishonest work.
can ateal from Labor by the denial
of a living wage. Capital lies to
Labor when it professes an ndherence
to the " open shop ' meaning thereby
absolutely closed to the
members of a union. Labor lies to
Capital by making contracts in the
open, and playing falge to the terms
in secret. These are evile which can
be eo ekiltully concealed as to
beyond the reach of etatute lanw. And
what restraint ie exercised at best by
human law over men who habitually
flout the law that is Divine ?

Human devices bave been
employed, and the resull g industrial
war., Workers starve while Dives
battens on rich viands. Workers

0

o

but it

Fow
for
the

Capital

freeze, aud Dives spends thousands |

on raiment
And one day

for his miserable frame
the worker tires of the
mookery, applies the torch, is beaten
into submission, and the old process
recommences. In the Name of God,
in whose image all of us, rich and
poor, are made, let us at last have
recoarse to a plan of social recon
etruction whose soul i¢ juatice and

truth.—America.

JUST NOTHING

prison ward at Camp Meade.
guard at the iron-barred door
brought his rifla to the ealute and
paesed the chaplain into the clean
plain room. There were two rows of

| beds along the two sides of the room
| and the chaplain went up one side

and down ¢

@ other, hearing confes
sions and keeping in touch with the
Catholic boys. Most of them were
in the prison for A. W, O. L., which
meaus that the boys
homesick and went to
without the neees
The boys w not
means.

In his round
a bed on which
hulk of
face was w to the
pointing the bliss
he el in t}

got a
gea 80me one
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cases by any

ALY
IrE bard
the chaplain came to
was stretched a big
a man, sound asleep. The
haplain
slumbe
1ext be
J father.« Hs j
Spent the week in Chicago.
" MeQuade Irish nama,’
thought the chsplain, and walked
fildently to the bed, gripped the
maoseive shoulder and shook it
McQuade dwoke, rubbed his eyes,
looked up at the chaplain, and then
s big grin raced across bronzed

flne

rong this time father,” he sail
' I'm not a Catholic.
What ! Vith that nams!
joking
‘**No.

' Well, how

ou'rd

Honest, father.

does that happen ?
I guess it g
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YEAR'S
RESOLUTIONS

-

NEW

New Year's
cated by the

Day is the time ded!
world in turning over a
leaf, There is no particular
reason why the first of the year
be selected as the tir
making new resolutione. But im-
memorial custom has sanctified Jan

‘unry First into a universal turning

point in the lives of men.

The resson why so many people
fail to improve in spite of good inten-
tions and goed resolutions is t}
they act on impulse and on the spur
of the moment. In the genesis of
every action there are three steps,
deliberation, intention and executian.
But in some actions resolution is
gubstituted for intention. A resolu
tion has been lately defined as o
muscular determination to do what
the grace of God tells you that you
ought to do, but what you feel a
great repugnance in doing. Resolu

tion therefore betrays etrese, while a |
gimple intention implies merely the |

making up of the mind, Now it is

| quite ensy to make good intentions

and even good resolutione.
needs is a conviction that they
ghould be made. The whole diffi
oulty comes in carrying them out.

A wise guide to the spiritual life
has given us three rules to help us in
carrying out good resolutions. First
we should make our resolutionse
definite and particular, esochewing
the general resolve to ‘' be better.”
Defilnite resolutions help us o fore-
gee difMioulties, and do steal ourselves
to the difficulties as they arise.
Next, we should get very clearly
before our mind the motive which
prompts us to take the resolution.

All one

thise |

| to inspire

anclent |

from |

| track
| down in a prayer book guch resolu-

be |

| it is the murder of resolutions.

| My

An army chaplain was vieiting the
The |
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| The more solid the motive, the more
Capital talks of broken |

the likelibood of our keeping
Resolutione founded cn whinsor on
ecaprice are built on shifting sande.
They will vanieh as soon ne the feel
ing paesen. Therefore let ue ground
our resolves not on fickls aund incon

10,

motives

ing
times of

which will rise up in
liscouragement and stress,
y u# to carry them out,
Finally
pffeotive, advieed to recnll
them at certain intervals. This is
the great value of Now Year's Day as
a day of resolve.

we are

lutions, we could renew year by year
our firmm reeolves, and keep
of our progrees. By writing

tions and re reading them on the first

day of ench month we should have |
much more succees, than if we made |

them and left them to be forgotten
until next new year,

“Do it now "
Yet it ie a wonderfal
Procrasti-
nation ie not only the thiet of time
It 1e
remarkable how much a man can do
it he at once sets about his work. It

is equally remarkable how little a |
it he keeps putting |

man can Go
things off until ¢

Resolutiong
comical thin
of worldling
They are geri

to make gpi

YMOLrow,
re
gs that the ehallow jests
uld have us believe.
yuse and holy
itual progress.
Year's Day is an opportunity
bhould not neglected, to
solid, practicnl, pious resolves, that

will carry ue on up the steep and |
rugged path that leads to holiness.— |

The Pilot.
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| millions in nineteen centuries, who

| stant feelings but on solid and last. |
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ANOTHER VICTIM
RHEUMATISM

Entirely Well After Six Weeks'
Treatment With “FRUIT-A-TIVES"

1. Ott

| for hnndreds of years at the head of

| human ¢

vilization, and has driven,

| harneesed to its chariot, ae the horees

winsome
| tunl and material

| its

| by the Holy Name of . 3.

| higtory
| Cardinal's Hymn

of |

have lived and labored and died for |

humanity since He Who bore
Holy Name was born. His is
only name in history that can be
truly said to live, that needs
artificial prompting to save it from
being forgotten, that has possessed
the human heart for centuries and
1a8 maintained possession.

of the Holy Name is obvious. That
name represents the power, the glory,
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the |
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sigting devoufly n
the Sacred Hur
Our Lord the greatest homage,
He supplies for many of
negligences and omissions.
He forgives you all the venial sins
which you are determined to avoid

He forgives you all your unknown |

sing which
The power
diminished.

You afford the souls in Purgatory
the greatest possible relief.

One Mage heard daring your life,
will be of more beneflt to you than
many heard for you after your
death.

You

you never confessed.
of Satan over you is

are preserved from any

| dangers and mistortunes which would
The reason of the undying vitality |

aud the Divinity of Him who bore it. |

Under its five letters are symbolized
the majesty of God, His goodness,
His mercy and His omnipotence.

| degree of glory

To humsan minds more accustomed |

to vieunlize effecte, that Name recalls
the marvelloug achievements which

| holy angels, who are present af

fill history's pages with the record of |

what men have done through its
power. Since the day when Peter
and John at the gate of the Temple
which was called Beautiful, healed
the lame man by the power and in
the name of Jesus of Nazareth, a
puccession of like miracles wrought
through its intercession has spread
Christianity over the world.

Men like Gladstone have had
perspentive enough to acknowledge
that the organization established

You
every

befallen
your Purgatory

otherwise have
shorten
Mags.

Every Mass wins for you a higher
in heaven. You
receive the priest's bleseing which
Ouar Lord ratifies in heaven.

You kneel amidet a multitude of

you.
by

the

adorable gacrifice with reverential
awe.

You are blessed in your temporal

| goods and affairs

When we hear Mass and offer the
holy sacriflce in honor of any particu
lar enint or angel, thank God fox the
favor He has bestowed on him, eto.;
we afford him a new degree of honor,
joy and happiness and deaw his
gpecial love and protection on us.

Every time we assist at Mass we
gshould, besides the other intentions,
offer it in honor of the eaint of the

through that Name ‘“has marched | day.
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