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Ellen Courtney's letter reached its
destination, and the first to
greet Mrs. Courtney's eager grasp as
she sought the mail bag on her way
to the Mass faithfully
attended every Twice
three times she read each word;
then folded the epistle with
more than due care, and placing it
in a of her portemonnaie,
calmly orders to
domestic and passed out
into the broad, bright thoroughfare.
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Fabian was again
moned to one of the reception
chambers to meet Mrs. Courtney,
and again, for explanation of her
visit, she proffered Ellen's letter.

sum

His brow darkened, and his eyes
flashed angrily as he read. When he
had concluded. he asked coldly :

“What do you intend to do ?

“I have come to you for direction,”
she answered, "for I am weak God
only knows how weak !"

The brother paced the floor with
folded arms and downcast head.
Mrs. Courtney waited in anxious
suspense. He paused at last, say
ing :

“His sister determined upon
remaining with him, and perhaps it
is better so. If you insist upon
recalling him, to such a mind as his
that course would but hasten the
catastrophe you dread. If you per
mit him to remain, ruin of soul and
body may be the result—and a ruin
in which your daughter may
engulfed. The better course for you
to pursue is to allow Howard his
wish for the present ; but for you to
join him in Europe and superinterd,
in person, all arrangements that his
hot-brained ardor may induce him to
make.”
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“Send O’'Connor to me,” she said
to the maid who had taken Anne
Flanagan's place, when at length she
arrived almost exhausted in her own
room, And O'Connor came, to re-
count again the tale he had so often
told since his arrival from England
—all that he knew of Howard's
actions and Howard's words; but
there were two things of which the
old man would not suffer himself to
speak the infidel speech that
Howard had delivered to the mem
bers of Malverton Grosvenor’'s club
in Paris, and the cowardly blow that
had followed it.

Mrs. Courtney, in the blurred reply
which she sent to her daughter's
letter, gave the permission which
Howard desired, and allowed to
Ellen, nay, enjoined upon her, the
fulfilment of the latter’'s pledge to
watch over her brother,

* Though his wanderings, the
letter ran, ‘'should, as you they
will, take you from Lady Grosvenor’'s
home, accompany him !
not, for in my
dependence and my last hope.

Then followed detail of the
arrangements by which their remit
tances could be obtained in any part
of Europe in which they should
chance to make a temporary home.
Kllen had mentioned Lady Gros
venor's accident, but not having
been aware that the latter was fatal,
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ghe had spoken of it as something
from which the injured lady would
certainly recover the note
enclosed to, her ladyship, while it
was full of sympathy for the latter's
suffering, vet conveyed no idea that
the writer linked death with the
unhappy occurrence. Neither did it
contain any allugion to Howard's
departure from the Propaganda,
because Ellen had written that he
wished that fact concealed—nothing
but'loving little reminiscences of by
gone days, and grateful messages for
Lady kindness to the
absent dear ones. The pale invalid
let the epistle fall from her nerveless
grasp when she had read it, sayingto
her husband

and
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Lord stanwix bent to brush
tenderly back the bright curls which
clustered about her forehead, but he
made no reply.
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Malverton fearing to
the reserve by whigh the young girl's
demeanor was characterized, hesitat
ed to question her about the excite
ment under which it was apparent
she was painfully laboring.

manifest an in
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Howard had read with sparkling
eyes his mother’s permission for him
to pursue the course to which his
wild wishes turned, but his lip curled
when he saw the arrangements which
had been made for his and Ellen's
reception of money.

' A mere pittance,

“It looks like an
me,"” she said simply.

“That is because you are a woman
and know nothing about men’'s work,
he replied, shortly.

“Nor would I wish to know,” she
answered, with an assumption of
womanly maturity which sometimes
unconsciously to herself entered into
her if such knowledge
must be attended by the secrecy with
which you have acted since you left
the Propaganda.

He strove to laugh lightly he
had been wont to do in childish years
but the mirth would not respond to
his wish.
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‘No,” he replied bitterly; "~ you
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departure, and show mother's letter
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like a child; then, as if abashed that
he had unmanned himself, and
fearful lest his dignity had sustained
irretrievable degradation, he
went hurriedly from the room, and
shut himself in his own apartment.

Ellen's in
arraying the beautiful corpse, strewed
the white draped bier with flowers,
and festooned the silken curtains
which hung before the arched recess
in which the still form reposed.

She anxiously looked for some
message from Howard, something
which would apprise her of his in
tended presence at the funeral; but
the day of burial arrived, and neither
she nor Anne Flanagan had seen nor
heard from him. Ellen, anxious and
troubled, wore so grieved a counten-
ance that it excited comments among
the friends of the deceased. They
wondered at the almost filial affec-

| tion which the fair girl seemed to
entertain for the dead lady. She
stood, silent and pale, by Lord Gros
venor's side while the Episcopal
form of service for the dead was
recited. The minister in a black
flowing robe, and deep-hanging white
bands about his throat repeated the
death liturgy in a simple and impres
give tone of izing the
virtues the deceased when
had finished, and exhorting his
to take the solemn
which the occasion
home to their hearts. the one
Catholic listener present his words
were bringing, in painful contrast to
the present scene, a vivid memory of
the Catholic burial service the
Requiem Mass, with the corpse at
| the foot of God’'s altar, and the priest
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offering to Hehven Christ's own |
gacrifice for the repose of the soul
the lights, the funeral flowers on the
altar, the sweet, solemn voices of the
choir—all which our service
for the dead something that seems to
strengthen rather than sever the tie
between us and the deceased friend

A feeling of home-sickness entered
her a wild desire to make
gsome outery She grew faint, and
leaed heavily against Lord
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The occurrence created
excitement, which continued
till the unconscious girl was borne to
her own apartment ;
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then the service
was resumed, and in a short time the
cortege departed.
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He walked fearless of detection
attended the funeral, partly through
a desire to behold Lord
Grosvenor, of whom report spoke as
the death

and partly with a hope of

unobserved
being slightly insane since
of his wife
being able to transmit llen's

into E

own hands note containing infor
mationof his future plane When the
coflin placed on some hastily
improvised stand, preparatory to
being placed in the vault, Howard
pressed with the friends who gath
ered about for a last inspection of the
lovely remains—not to view the latter
but to gain the side of Ellen, whom
he supposed had accompanied Lord
Grosvenor and Malverton. Not
ing her, yet confident of her presence
he approached till he stood beside
the pall covered coffin, those imme
diately about him giving way because
they deemed by his eagerness that he
must be some near connection of the
deceased. Still not beholding her,
in moment of forgetfulness he
pushed back the low crowned hat,
and stood fully revealed to the burn
ing of Lord Stanwix, directly
opposite. The nobleman’s pallid,
grief-worn countenance assumed an
expression of ferocious hate ; his eyes
had a look writers have
described to be in the eyes of wild
beasts about to spring their
prey; his mouth quivered, and one
could see by the snapping motion of
his lips that he had locked his teeth
together to prevent the outburst of
gsome violent emotion. When he had
looked thus for a moment
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hurried exit. He hastened to Gros
venor Square, where he found Ellen,
having just recovered from herswoon,
sitting pale and tearful in her room,
attended by Anne Flanagan.

“It's time for you to come,” was
the salutation from the latter ; but,
without deigning to reply, he at once
repaired to the easy chair in which
his sister reclined. Speaking in the
impulsive, hurried manner which
was his wont when excited, he
once burst forth with

* Have I made you ill, Ellen ?
it grief for me that has prostrated
you so?"

She smiled upon him, and strove |

to swallow the lump in her throat,
which she knew was a premonition
of more tears, but .she did not an-
sWer.

* Tell me, Ellen,” he urged, dash
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He laughed a forced effort of
mirth, which jarred on the nerves of
the sensitive girl and answered
lightly as he rose from his kneeling
posture
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Thrice he had, by a mighty effort,
subdued the girl-like grief ; but now,
when he turned on Ellen's entrance,
his eyes fllled again He held out
his hand, but did not speak till he
had gulped the tears back.
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TRUE STORY OF A CONVERSION

It was a great grief to Mrs. Moore,
when, very gently, Marion broke the
that she could not in con
gcience accept as her own the
Baptist religion so dear to her
mother, It was Mrs. Moore's sug
gestion that the girl study other
branches of the Baptist faith, there
any number of them, surely
ghe could find one that would satisfy
her needs

Marion endeavored to do
Patiently she poured over different
“confessions” and considered the
rival claims of Free-will Baptists,
Anti-Effort Baptists, Menonities,
Christian, Seventh - day Baptists
and many others—but all seeming to
Marion as withered broken branches

80.

| without fruit or foliage.
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