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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT

“And his parents
the solemn day after F 1

In to-day's gospel two points in par-
ticular deserveour special notice,  First
of a!l the ready obedience and holy zeal
with wnich Mary and Joseph kept the
preseribed feasts, and the unexpected
misfortune which befell them on the
journey to their home, namely the loss
of the child Jesus for three long days.
We will give our attention to-day to the
first of these points and consider how
necessary and salutary it is to keep holy
in a befitting manuer the Sundays and
holy days of obligation,

In the Old Law the Jews were com-
manded to go three times a vear to the
Temple of Jerusalem, to offer sacrifice
namely on the feasts of Easter, PVente-
cost and the Tabernacles, This obliga-
tion bound only men from twenty to filty
vears of age ; those under or above
these vears, and also the women, v
not obliged to keep this commandment,
The child Jesus and Mary therefore
were not obliged to undertake the tire-
some journey to Jerusalem for the Pas

| foqat - noevertheless theyv undertook
it in holy zeal, and thus afford us an
example from which we m learn that
we should not only subject ourselves
willingly to practices which are obliga-
tory, but also to those whieh are not
strictly enjoined upon us. On Sundays |
and holy days we are required to hear
Holy Mass. Can we really say, how-
ever, that a Christian hasa true love for
God and his soul, who on Sundays does
nothing else to promote the glory of God
and the salvation of his own soul ? Is
he a zealous Christian whoon these days
just goes to Mass, but does not trouble |
himself about hearing a sermon, or
attending other services ? Alas, there |
are many Christians whose love is so |
cold that when exhorted to assist on |
Sundays at the sermon, vespers or bene- [
diction, they excuse themselves by say- |
ing that they are not obliged to do so.
Nevertheless they find time to visit the
places of amusement, or spend their day
in idle or even sinful pleasures, or
employ the holy day in the pursuit of |
temporal affairs.

How profitable and salutary it would |
be for our souls, if the Lord's day were
kept in a becoming mauner, we find ex-
plained in Holy Seripture in many
places, as for instance : “Keep My
Sabbaths, and reverence My sanctuary :
1 am the Lord. If you walk in My pre- |
cepts, and keep My commandments, and
do them, I will give you rain in due
season ; and the ground shall bring forth
its increase, and the trees shall be filled
with fruit . . . and you shall eat
your bread to the full and dwell in your
land without fear . . . Iwillset My |
tabernacle in the midst of you ; and My
soui shali not cast you off will
among you, and will be your God ; and
you shall be My people.”  On the other
hand, the Lord threatens with severe
punishment those who desecrate the
Sundays and holy days. “But if you
will not hear Me, nor doall My command-
ments, if you despise My laws, and con-
demn My judgments, so as not to do
those things which are appointed by Me, |
I also will do these things to you: I
will quickly visit you with poverty, and |
I will chastise you seven times more for |
your sins, and I will break the pride ot
your stubborness. Aund I .WI“ make to
you the heaven above as iron, and the |
earth as brass' (Lev. xxvi).

Never neglect then, dear Christian,
the third commaundment, which says: |
“Remember that thou keep holy the |
Sabhati day.” Sundays are appointed
not only that you may obtain rest for
your body after the toil of the week, :mfl |
gain new strength, but as the Lord's
days, that you may serve God and look |
after the welfare of your immortal soul.
For this reason all work and business
should cease on these days.

Do not fail, therefore, to assist at
Holy Mass, do not negleet afternoon or
evening services. Not only Sunday
morning, but the entire day should be de-
voted to the Lord. I do not mean to say
that you must deny yourselv recrea
tion and amusement. No, after you
have served your God, and after having
taken care of the affairs of eternity, you |
may well enjoy yourselves, relaxing
mind and body. But all such amuse-
ments must be seemly, and decent, not
sinful. Commission of sin is the great-
est desecration of Sunday. Do not
associate on these days with those that
geek pleasure in boisterous amusements,
in dances, ete., thus profaning the Lord's
day by burdening your soul with sins.

went every year to Jerusalem at

Luke i1, 41.)

God punishes each and every sin ; but
He will punish most severely sins com-
mitted on the day which le set apart
for His sery B , a8 St. Cecil
tells us, it is doir rreat injustice to
the Lord God when we spend days that
are especi secrated to God in
fouli ) imusements,
Dear Chris n Ve wve just en-
tered upon a new year. Let us to-daj
e the resoluti to observe the
1 vy days of obligation in
. manner, and in employin
them to the rvice of God, and for the
good of our 1 80 men
—————
CATHOLICS TO i}
FRON
There is much work done in the United
tates to-day in the cause of religion
Al A ism due to t f-sacrifie
ing elfor f loyal Catk «
I'he ( lic's ow em of educa
t ¥ any and var s charitable
i i he magnificen temples
raised the hon f the true God,
t v 8 mu ed endeavor
. te \ 1 nobl nd
enerous spir
We fea Wi 1 1l athe
alike cannot boast of their gener
that many t ften pat themselves on
the back without rea The beansi
ful structures and i utions we look
up to and glory in, ¢ not always and
fre ently far from being the result of
our own little mite., What is standing

out in solid granite or in an admirable
yol system or in the charitable com
fort of our Catholie
traced rather to the zealous and econ
omical efforts of a hard-working pastor
or to the self sacrificing work of our
poor religious women,

hospitals can be

| a8 one would expect in a Review,

HAY FORK RAN THROUGH HIS
FOOT

But Able to Walk Again in the
Second day

Mr. V. Thorpe, of Saskatoon, Sask.,
| was saved much valuable time and a
great deal of suffering by Douglas’
Egyptian Liniment. He says,

“While haying last week, a hay fork
ran through my foot. Uapplied Doug-

las's Kgypsian Liniment freely as soon |

as possible, and kept a bandage wet
with the liniment over the wound. On
the second day 1 was able to work again
and was greatly surprised how quickly
the wound healed,

“Last summer I suffered greatly from
hoils, having as many as 11 at one time,
Onthe adviee of a friend I tried your
liniment. The boils disappeared as if
by magie, and I have had none since,
Your liniment is absolutely the finest
thing of the kind I have ever used.”

It is really surprising how quick and
clean a wound heals when it is treated
with  Douglas’ Egyptian Liniment.
Boils, pimples ringworms, barber's
stiteh, and all skin affections of this
kind disappear before it like magic, as
do spavins, curbs, splints and similar
troubles in horses.

(et a bottie from vourdroggist and
keep it handy, 25 cents at all dealers.
Free sample on request.
Napanee, Ont.

We need not go far for examples; too
many of our charitable institutions to-

day are far from being supported by our |
Nor is the magnif- |

wealthy Catholies.
cent success of our colleges and univer-
sities due to the overflowing donations
of our Catholic brethren. When the
great trial balance is drawn up by the
divine bookkeeper on the closing day

the surprise of many we are sure will be |

great, —Intermountain Catholie.

THE OUTLOOK AND THE
VATICAN

The Outlook of November 26, 1910,
has a tumultuousand tempestuous edivor-

ial article entitled “The Vatican aud the |

Roman Catholie Church.” [t is an im-
passioned and partisan appeal from the
platform, rather than aserious and sober
discussion of an important subject, such
It is
not an outlook, but an outburst.

The writer clears the way for the fight

| by informing us that the word “Vatican"

means the politieal activity and public
policy which now control the Chureh,
and to which the large number of Roman
Catholies who are loyal to the Church
are in sharp opposition.”

To this statement we, of course, de-
mur, aud sweeping aside the alliterative
ponderosities—of political activity and
vublie poliecy " whiech are presumably
psendonyms for the Pope, whom the
writer seems afraid to name—we hasten
to assure him that * the large number of
Roman Catholies who are loyal to the
Church are " not *“in opposition " and
by no means * in sharp opposition " to
the Sovereign Pontiff, whether he be
Pius IX,, or Leo XIIL or even Pius X.
with the Spanish influence with which
the writer discovers the last named
Pope to be overwhelmed.

Had he had been in New York, when

| at a few hours' notice, some thirty thou-

sand men, on that stormy Sunday night
of January 27, 1907, hurried to the Hip-
podrome to proclaim their loyalty to the
Pope, whom F'raucs had insulted, and had
he felt the throb—for even he might
have felt it—which made every heart in
that vast assembly quiver with emotion
eacli time the
name of the Pope was mentioned ; and
had he heard the spontaneons and pro-
longed and enthusiastic cheers that
leaped from the throats of the thousands
who packed every inch of the immense

amphitheatre, echoing and re-echoing |

again, till they reached the other thou-
sands who were standing, for hours, out-
side in the snow and rain, he would have
dismissed from his mind the delusion
that “ the large number of royal Roman

Catholies are in sharp opposition to the |

Vatican.” They could not be * loyal
Roman Catholies ”
voted and affectionate sons of the Pope.

With regard to “the political activity
of the Vatican,” at least, we Americaus
are not harassed by it; nor does the

| Prime Minister of England or the King
| give it much thought ;
nor the Czar, nor the Emperor of Aus- |

nor the Kaiser,

tria ; nor has the Vatican any
whelming regard paid to it
Portugal and Spain at the present
moment. The Outlook has conjured up
a ghost, and the ghost has a
scowl upon its face.

Instead of meddling in the
affairs of

over-

political

always been, from the beginning, to keep

the nations from meddling in the affairs
of the Church. The Church's fight has
been an incessant one for liberty, and
there is not the of a doubt, that |
if the “ Vatican ' ld accept a de
rading wery, like that of the Knglish
or Russian Church, there would be
pe in the world to-morrow, But the
( th of God is Catholie and not
ional, and it refuses absolutely to
be shackled by any earthly ruler in its

auest of human

ouls.
IFar from being
tical activit

L

swaved by “the poli
y of the Vatican,” Catholics

rhtoest

to resent the
mblance of

( such action,
It iy suflicient to recall the Septemate
in Germany, not to mention other in-
tances which will occur to any one
familiar with eurrent events, to under-
stand how absolutely free Catholies con-
sider themselves in political matters.
I'hey do their own thinking, and pro
vided the laws of ethics are not violated
they are subjected to no compulsion
Nor is it true as the Outlook informs us,
that “the political activity of the Vati
can has been the bane of the Chureh for
conturies, has taken it into fields where

it does not belong, and has lowered its
moral standards by the use of methods
and the pursuit of ends which
thing to do with religion.”
trary, whenever it

had no-
On the con-
did interfere, it has
been in the interest of religion and mor
ality, as with the unspeakable Henry
VILL of Bogland, or to free the people
from the thraldom of tyrants like Fred-
erick TL and Henry IV, of Germany ;
not to speak of more modern struggles
\ against oppression and immorality,

Douglas & Co,, |

beloved and venerable |

if they were not de- |

Spanish

the nations, the trouble has |

Doubtless there is some discon-
tent at present in France, due to
the Papal prohibition of the cul-
tual associations, and possibly that
is the trouble which is perceived
by “ those who frequently visit Europe,”
But it is absurd to describe that feeling
as *“sharp opposition on the part of
loyal Roman Catholies.”” A son may
dislike what his father tells him to do

| but if he is *loyal " there can be no
“sharp opposition,” Indeed, right-
minded men in France, even unfriendly
statesmen, are already perceiving the
wisdom of that prohibition, and are put-
ting an end, let us hope forever, to that
spineless and hopeless inactivity which
is 0 alien to the French character and
to the best national traditions. The
Chureh took the measure of the foes she
had to meet, for she had the experience
of nearly two thousand years behind
her, in dealing with the devices of all
sorts of political manipulators. She
was fully aware of what she was doing,
as well as of the difliculties she would
have to face, when she refused to eom-
pound a national felony and to destroy
the faith of millions of souls., She had
been despoiled of her patrimony and if
she had accepted the offer of the Gov-
ernment to make sextons and beadles of
her Bishops, there would not be a ves-
tige of Catholicity in France to-da
r indeed there s, and it
, but the result has been the
Cathelic France is ¢n her feet again
determined to vindicate her rights to
| her ancient title of the Eldest Daughter
of the Chureh. If that is * political
activity,” let the Outlook make the best
of it, or the worst of it.
We Catholics are grateful for being
told that “the Church is particularly

adapted to adminster to races of Latin 1

descent and of the Latin temper.,” She
is, but she has never despised those of
Teutonie descent and Teutonic temper.
She pursued them when they were sav-
ages in the fens of Holland and the
forests of Germany, and did not desist
when they became Anglo-Saxons in
Kngland, persisting in her task till she
forced upon them the only civilizaticn
they ever possessed. She has had to do
with all sorts of races, but has never for
a moment been guilty of the folly of
thinking that any of them could claim
the monopoly of virtue or look with con-
tempt on the rest.

| Nor has she any need of being warned
not to stand in the way “of sincere
scholarship, conscientious thought, and
| devout pursuit of truth,” Without the
Church there would be no scholarship,
no sineerity, no conscientiousness, no
pursuit of truth in the world to-day.
Had it not been for her “activity” and
*policy both Europe and America
would to-day be a howling wilderness
inhabited by barbarians and savage
beasts,

She is not terrified or even surprised
because some of her doctrines are ques-
tioned by certain individuals whose
temerariousness is ouly equalled by their
lack of information. Sie stands sbove
mankind, with the Light of Divine
Truth in her hands, and its splendors no
more interfere with intellectual liberty,
than the light of the sun prevents the
traveler from pursuing his journey. It
is only darkness that puts fetters on our
| feet and fear in our hearts. The truth
\with which she illumines the world, is

from God ; and in it there can be no

error. It reveals to man his origin, his
duties, and his destiny ; and it alone
| leads to salvation. It is not an opinion,
not a fane
| views or reviews of great or little theo-
logians or even contributors to maga-
zines. St. Paul would not let even an
angel from heaven modily or change it.
In the Providence of God we are free to
| receive it, and free to reject it, but
whether meu are lost or nations aposta-
‘ tize, ber Light must shine on forever.—
‘ A merica.

| THE POWER OF REPENTANCE

l “But most of you will say to me:
| “The way of righteousness we have not
| known. We have defiled our souls by
| sin.' Well, be it so. If you eannot
enter Heaven by the path of innocence,
thank God, you ean enter it by the path
of repentance. If you cannot go before
your Maker clothed in the white gar-
| ments of sinlessness you can appear be-

fore Him in the purple robe of penance, |

“ If you cannot walk heavenward with
the i
| go in company with Peter.
you has ever offended God as Peter did?

~Peter, who denied his Master with an

; nor is it subject to the | A e
: J | should learn spiritual principles and | less he wants to fall into the error of the

cent John the Baptist, you ean |
Which of |
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You may question Sir
i Frederick's statement but
;

there can be no doubt
whatever as to the evil
b effects of a close stuffy

time, when storm doors
and double windows help
to make the house prac-
tically air-tight, we live
in a death dealing atmos-
phere, breathing air
» vitiated with the vapor
elimination from thelungs
of the occupants and the
organic secretions and
moisture from the res

f}:.-)sh-

WINNIPEG, Man.

his lips were purpled with the precious
blood of His Master, which he had
drunk at the Last Supper, yet so much
did Peter propitiate his Lord by his
tears and repentance that he is ap-
pointed the Prince of the Apostles and
the Head of the Church.

| “If you are unworthy of keeping com-
pany with Mary the Virgin in your
journey to eternity, you ean be the com-
panion of Mary Magdalen, the penitent.
Which of you has defiled her soul as
Mary Magdalen did ? And yet, next to
our Immaculate Mother, there is no
woman mentioned in the Gospel who
was more favored by Our Lord or more
honored in the Church than is Magda-
len. If you ecannot kiss the feet of
Christ with chaste lips, like His Mother,
you can water them with tears of com-
punction, like Magdalen. Oh,

how |

precious in the sight of God is the gift |
of repentance, since it changes a moral |

leper into an elect of God !"—Ca
| Giibbons.
I s g

| MR. EDISON’S ARROGANCE

| Mpr, Edison, to whom the world owes
so0 much for his marvelous inventions,
has seen fit to deny the immortality of
the soul. An imwmortal mind seems to
be his great objective. What a pity
that the cobbler will not stick to his
last, and leave questions of theology to
the Chureh, its specialist, from whom we

1| nurnoees
furg

The queer feature of it all is that Mr.
Edison's word should be taken so seri-
ously, Did he ever read a spiritual
tract through, and give it consideration ?
It is true, he is at howe in his laboratory,
but certainly not i
has heard transie: .
way.

Is it not strange that the wonders of
creation should be made a reason for
denying the greatest of all wonders—
mystery ? The opposite should be true,
for as Pasteur discovered admirable
things in God's work, he touched in
prayer all the closer the mighty hand of
the great Wonder-worker of eternity.

It would seem, however that what St.
Paul condemns as wise in one's own con-
ceits, is generally the end of investiga-
tions in the realm of matter. Nature is

things in a hurried

made a god, which God Himself intended [

as an argument to reach Him Who gave
it powers wherewith to serve mankind’s
The sepvant is taken for the
master, and if the slave 1s so wonderful,
what glory must be the Master's own !

Dealing in facts, Mr. Edison is en-

| amored of them, and eschews as follies

1
!

|

[

and fancies everything that does not en-
large under the microscope. He never

| put his own brains under it, and yet he |

believes he has them ; why, then should
he argue against the soul what he grants
as favorable to the existence of part of
his anatomy ? Mr. Edison
happily on the forces of nature, but this
is no argument against nature’s God, un-

| conclusions, as a fitting reciprocity for | old geographers who held that the world

gratitude his scientific discoveries. The
specialist should be deferential to the
specialist, but, like most materialists, he
ventures into a domain where he is a
complete stranger, and forthwith scorns
what he ignores.

An alien to the language of the coun-
try, to which his arrogance migrated,

as seen from the top of a 'bus, Because
| he found electricity having faculties
never before recognizable, is no reason
why he should be preferred to Wright in

ecclesiastics accepting with thanks and ‘ was borne on the back of Atlas, and |

never had the curiosity to go further
and find out upon what Atlas himself

| stood.

\

What would Mr. Edison think of us if

we discovered a new kind of fish, and |

would promptly deny the sea in which
it swam ? “ The Wizard's " new dis-
coveries should, on the same line of

he condemns everything he finds there, | reasoning, not be taken as something so
large that they would crowd Almighty |

God from His native heaven.
We thank Thee, O God, for all the in-

| ¢ ( ventions of science as showing the great- |
matters of aerial navigation, to Shakes- | er joys of the land to which we aspire,and

peare as a character builder, to Bossuet | we pray Thee to show us more and more

as & Christian orator, or to our Blessed

With his own theme, he is patient and
painstaking, but to the great problems
of spirituality he
glance from his anxious tasks. This is
unfair. Mr. Edison should attend to
his business, and if he has not the time
to regard matters of eternity, he should
not throw his weight against them.

should afford him ne pleasure to ruin
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| mother and mistress, and

of the forces hidden in Thy handiwork

Lord as an expounder of religious truth. | that thus we may acquire a greater per-

ception of the altitude, the width and
the depth of Thy eternal mind. Permit

devotes a hurried | not, O Lord, the reason why we should

praise Thee to be perverted into argu-
ments against Thy existence.—Catholic
Union and Times.

@ ———

| This is neither justice nor logie. It | THE CHURCH'S CONSOLATION

| oath after he had made so many protes- |
by Italy, | tations of fidelity, who denied Him atter ; the Liopes of others

Our Blessed Lord did not promise His
Church a mission always pleasant, al-
ways peaceful. He did not promise that
the powers of the world would always be
favorable to her. He did not promise
that all the members of the Church
would be wise and impeccable. But he
promised something infinitely more im-
portant, namely, that lle would be al-
ways with her. Our Holy Father Pope
Pius X, in his encyclieal on the ter-cen-
tenary of the canonization of St. Charles
Borromeo, said :

“It is certainly well known to you,
Venerable Brethren, that the Chureh,
although ever in tribulation, is never
left by God wholly without eonsolation,
* For Christ loved the Chuarch and de-
livered Himself up for it, that He might
sanctify it, and present it to Him-
self a glorious Church not having spot
or wrinkle,or any such thing, but that it
should be holy and without blemish
(Eph. v. 25, seq.) Nay, when the licen-
tiousness of morals is most unbridled,
the onslaught of persecution most fierce,
when the wiles of error, that seem to
threaten her with utter ruin, and that
tear from her bosom not a few of her
children to plunge themin the vortex of
impiety and vice are most cunning, it is
then that the Church finds Divine pro-
tection more eflicacous than ever. For,
with or without the econsent
wicked, God makes error itself serve for
the triumph of the truth of which the
Chureh is the vigilant guardian ; makes
corruption serve for the increase of
sanctity of which she is the nursing
persecution
serve for a mere wonderful *freedom
from our enemies.” And thus it hap-
pens that when to profane eyes the
Church seems to be buffetted and almost
submerged by the rage of the storm. she
comes forth fairer,\stronger, purer, re-
fulgent with the spldndor of the greatest
virtues. {
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1 YOU MAY HAVE

many so-called “gilt-edged" securities in your
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Compound Invesment plan of iusurance, be-
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chureh, of which he |

Life

God ever coufirms with new proofs that
the Church is a divine work, because in

and sins which insinuate themselves in
its very members, He makes her triumph
in the combat, because He shows in it
the truth of the words of Christ : The
gates of hell shall not prevail against

This thought should be constantly be-
fore the minds of faithful members of
the Church when, looking abroad over
the world, they see the hands of the
powerful raised against her : when they
behold countries which she has civil-
ized repudiating her, and those who
should shed their blood to shield her,
shedding the blood of her consecrated
sons and daughters. This is indeed the
consolation of the Church, as our Holy
Father says, and the consolation of every
member of the Church—the thought
that nothing can harm the
Christ with a lasting harm, for the pro-
wise of our Blessed Lord that He shall
abide with her all days until the con-
| summation of the world is an eternal
truth which can net be falsified or blotted
out.—Sszcred Heart Review,

—_—

A Nun “Escapes”

In a recent issue of the Chicago
Record-Herald there appeared an article
| eatitled “Nun Forsakes Vow Kept for
Twenty-three  Years,”—the nun in
(uestion being represented as one of the
Order of the Good Shepherd. Well,
what if such an instance did oceur? It
wnuldlw||niu-(aiovptinnul,hnhuut with-
out parallel. However, the facts were
subsequently stated as follows in the
Record-Herald:

In 1889, a wayward girl voluntarily
entered the penitent class in the House
of the Good Shepherd. After a year
she joined a class known as the Sodality
of the Blessed Virgin, & member in
which is distinguished from the other
inmates by the wearing of a black house
dress. This girl voluntarily remained
with the Good Shepherd sisters from
year to year and corresponded with her
folks from time to time.

Recently, she received a visit from a
sister, who invited her to go to her
home in Michigan. The Sisters of the
Good Shepherd told her that if she de-
sired to return with her sister she was
at liberty to do so, and that at any time
she was tired of the world she could
return to the institution. She then left,
after bidding the sisters farewell.
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