§
¢
i

P Ve

- —

FEBRUARY 10, 1906,

THYE CATHOLIC RECORD.

A SISTER OF CHARITY AT NING-
P

By L. E, in Donshoe’s Magazine.

gister Xavier, who left her Irish
howe to enter on the uncongenial labors
of the Chinese mission, is the subject
of a deeply interesting article in the
irish Rosary. * * * The writer
« * * takes her readers with her
through the city gates of Ning-po to
where the convent ** with its rather
nice gurdon marks a sharp contrast to
the dirty narrow strects and ** exceed
pely unpleasant eaoals.”’
+'We rang the bell and almost im
mediately the door was opene d by a
pright laced little French Sister
barity. She took a stej mn
nrise at sight of us, as evicer
were not at all the kird of visitors rb
expected to see. Then she lau
and begged us to core in, The or
slosed behind us, and we were in a elean,
white-washed hall, with two or three
familiar pictures hangicrg on the walls.
Is this China?’ we asked each othor
s we were ushered into the little par
lor on the left, which conveyed to each
of us the idea of having seen it before,
Ve exlained to the little Sister how
wo had just arrived at Niog-po and had
ysrought 8 letter to Sister Xavier from
¢ friends at home and we desired
seo her.
| gshall go and fe'ch her directly,’
.aid the Sister, overjoyed. ** Ah, she
vill be glad, Sceur Xavier. Oane must
jave lived in exile ten years to know
what it is to see the face of a country
woman again,”” and off she hurried.
some minutes later she returned ac

O
suar

hed

quire little teachting in embroidery as
they are very skilltul with the needle,
and now a generation of Chinese girls
are reproducing the most beautiful old

embroideries, charsh vestments form
ing a large item ot their work. Silk-
epinping and satin weaving are also

earried on, and the Sisters hope to
add carving, and put in mor« achin-
ory.

* This Oeuvre de la Jeunesse Oeuvr
iere will do more than anything else for
t ofit of the people,’” asserted the
Sister, *“To begin with : in preserv

ing our Christian youth during the per
ilous time of their apprenticesbip, by
giving them gool trades safe sur
roundings. The influence on the Pagan |
is even more heneficial, It overco
prejudice penctrated into a e
poor, hardworking, deent pecpl !

hom likewire we should nas difm
culty of being thrown, and it gs the
boys into cortirval contact with the

in

o8

of

Sisters, priests, and other Christians,
Some of the Pagan parents will not al
low their children to leave their homes
for any reason but to come to us. It is

hard to cope with the number who are
coming. I have still to reftuse those
who wish to come. Ttere is no limit to
the extention of the work il we ounly
had the means."’

The apprent’'ces receive no
ation during the first year but are sup
ported by the Oeuvre., Wken they be
gio to earn, a small sum is kept back te

remuner

be!p in thelr malptenance, and the rest
of their earnings is put by to form a
fund to start them in life when their

apprenticeship ends, I'he success

achieved at Ning.-po has inspired the

wompanied by a tall nun, who came t
v s us with outstretched hands, and
srasped ours warmly.

« Welecome to China," she said.
s very good of you to bave come to

all’

We sat for sc e in the little
wrlor, telling home ne ¢
ould think of, and answering all lter
ager questions,

“* And now I am sure you would like
to come over all our premise It would
ot do to leave without seeing the wor
done,’’ declared Sister Xavier, leading

he way to tite hospital, and imparting
puch information as to the history of
he convent in China, as well as of the
mork accomplished.

Since the early fifties the French
sisters of Charity have been settled at
Ninz-po. The Sisters who came to
make the fcundation were brought from
Maco ina French man of- war, and were
-arried through the towxn in closed
chairs. They are the only Kuropears
who live in that quarter—the centre of
the city. Every form of disease is cared
for in the hospital they conduct, and
where they serve both as nurses and
doctors. Only in special cases do they
call in an Earopean doctor, a Scotch-
man, who is always ready to help. The
dispensary attached to the hospital
cares f.r from two hundred to three
hundred patients every day, and msany
f these are sent to the hospital or to
the branch hospital at Kampo, a suburb.
There men and boys who are very ill
receive unremitting attention, and
sometimes French sailors and other
Kuropeans, ill and far from home, seek
the kindly ministrations of the Sisters
of Charity.

The creche is of even greater in-
terest than the hospital, for babies the
world over have a strong claim on
hearts.

‘““Now we come to our Sainte En-
fance,”’ said Sister Xavier. ¢ Babies
are brought to us, often only a few
hours old. The delicate ones we keep
and the strong ones are boarded out
with women who bring them on the
Arst of every month for inspection and,
st the same time, receive their pay.
When four and five years old we take
them back, and they are put in the
orphanage, where they remain until
they are grown up.”’

The attention of the visitors was
attracted by a novel device: a num-
ber of baskets slung from the ceiling
and so connected that by pulling on a
cord one old woman swung the babies
to and fro in their mid-air cradles.

‘* Is it your invention 2"’

Sister Xavier laughed. * Yes, it is.
We had such trouble with the babies,
and they took up so much time that
at last it became necessary to do some-
thing, and now one old woman can look
after them all.”

The castaway baby girls as they
utgrow the creche are sent to the
rrphanage, where they receive indus-
‘rial education, and are fitted to earn
their living. Matrimonial alliances are
Mected between them and the Chris
tian boys, little time being given to the
reliminary attentions dewanded by
naidens of other races. As a rule
these girls do not see their husbands
mntil they met at the altar.

“ We see the girls peepingover their
shoulders to see what their future hus-
bands are like, as they come up the
church,” said Sister Xavier. ‘' Their
narriages turn out very satisfactorily,
and they are laying the foundation of a
good Christian people. There is a
:reat scope among the Chinese chil:
dren. They are so intelligent and
sapable that they can learn almost any-
thing. The last addition to our work
1ere ig the “‘Oeuvre de la Jeunesse Osuv-
tiere,” and it promises. to succeed ad-
nirably.

The failure of the rice crop in China

eans practically starvation for the

cople, and to provide against this the
sters have established work-rooms for
the women, thus rendering their
tamilies less dependent on the seasons.
Many dificulties had to be overcome,
wing to the distrust of the Pagans for
he Christians, and their fear of living
under a convent roof.
woman driven by hunger begged for
vork, avd the nuns finding thit she
could embroider gave her some employ-
ment ; one or two of her neighbors fol.

lowed her example, and when it was

learned that a Chinese girl, braver
than her associates, had actually
worked in the convent and escaped un-
harmed, the sentiment against the
Sisters gradually changed until two-

thirds of the outside workers came to

the workrooms, remained all day, and
returned home in the evening. After

a time an atelier was built, and about

four hundred women, boys and girls,
are employed in it The women re-

wrg |

One poor

hope that industries might be started

Chicago has published an essay, ** Kgo
ism: A Study in the Social Prewises
of
Wallis delivers hinself of suodry flan
boyant gonera'izations having
with the delinquencies of the church

in its attitude toward the sociul pro
blem. ** By concentrating ab'enticn
upon individaalism,' says Mr. Wallis,
**and emphasizing this to the exclu ion
of other standpoints, the church has
practically thrown .he ght of its
large official influence enial of the
organic nature of societ It has been
invocent of a soziological outlook,”
Most men who are pascably familiar
with tt iterature of the subject whizh ‘
the essayist atbacks so doughtily will
say that it is rather Mr, Wallis ‘~\Inl
is innocent of considerable preliminary
knowledge requisite to any u‘.wlu\l,-.‘i
treatmont of the matter. 1f that gentle- ‘
man's acquaintance with works of |
Catholie churchmen, from the Summa
of Thomas Aquinas to the e .')(:]IL'isldl
of Leo XIIL. and Pius X., is so limited

as to warrant his belief th

of Catbolicism’s oflicial infilnence bas
practically been thrown * in denial of
the organic nature of society,”” he
evidently needs to do a large amount
of reading before again rushing into
print. Me. Wallis does not apparently
understand his limitations. Here is
another extract from this up to-date
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in the other provinces to pursce the
respective trades of the loealities.

“ I8 trade in this country in a flour
ishing condition, Sister?
| visitor at the ng-po cconver
Sister Navier told her of the
veioped conditions of trade, the need of
more techuical institutions, the capa
| city of the Chine for industrial occu
pations, and the ioitiative of the G
mans in the development of helptul
trade conditions, The question «f
maintenance ol the good work beirg done |
through the conve is a serious one,
particularly sirce the suppression o

the religious orders in France, owing
to which the funds received f{rom the
Propagation of the Faith and the Sainte
Eufauce have diminished to one third
and are likely to cease altogether,

Vhat will you do then? How can
tinue ?"’

*“We must continue,"” replied Sister
Xavier, emphatically, ‘‘at least we
wust leave no stone unturned. But as
it will be impossible to be perpetnally
begging for help, we must become self
supporting. Once we have procured
suflicient money to establish our techni
cal scltools on a sure footing we shall
earn suflicient for their support. That
is what we propose to do. Raise funds
from the charity of our countrymen
first, and then depend upon our indus-
trizs in the future.”

yon ¢

With so many engrossing occupations
to engage their attention the Sisters
have still time to give to outside work,
visiting in the CLkinese quarter, and
twice a week going up canals and rivers
to reach the different villages. Two
Sisters and two native women go on
those expeditions, enter the homes,
prescribei for the sick, and look after
the children.

‘Tt is with the children that we can
do the most, and they have a bad time,
especially the girls. They are bought
while still quite young, as the future
wife of the son of the house, and till old
enough to marry are treated as drudges,
and often most crueily. Later, how-
ever, when married, this treatment
ceases, and the Chinese wife and mother
has great influence. The hoys have a
much better time, at least in the
homes."’

That the Chinese are not insensible
to kindness is shown by their growing
confidence in the religious, and their
efforts to respond. Kven the mandar-
ins, often unjust and cruel, have given
proof of their kindly feeling towards the
religious.

“Most of them have been kind to us,"’
Sister Xavier answered when questioned
as to the attitude of the men in power.
*They often pay us a visit, go over the
convent, tate tea and biscuits, ask
about our work, how old we are, and
all sor's of questions, and are most
friendly and good-humored the whole
time.”

Despite the decade of years since she
went into exile, and the absorbing
nature of the life she voluntarily ac
copted, there i3 a touch of homesickness
in the words of Sister Xavier to her
countrywomen, as she described her
visit to the country. *‘Some miles
away there is a lake surrounded by
mountains in a beauntiful oart
country ; it is not at all unlike Killar-
ney, ani each time I go there I think I
am back in my old home, especially
when the rice-fields are green, for they
have that bright color we know so well
in Ireland.”

The approach of evening warnad the
guests that it was time to go.

“ Come first and have some of our
best chosen tea,”” entreated the Sister.
1t is all ready in the parlor, and you
must not leave withont tasting it.”' 1In

pensed fragrant cups of iea to
friends who had come so far to see her,
she sent her message to the absent.

me when you return, and tell them all
in Ireland [ have not forgotten my
country or my friends. Promise to i

appeal to them in Ireland, where, too,
they are starting industries. "’

door, and there bade
good-bye.

as we shall certainly not forget it.

"

brought us a breath of heaven,

off down the street.

coupled with proper legislation.’

of the

the cool parlor while Sister Xavier dis-
the

“Mind you give a good account of

terest them in our mission here. Will
you not 2’ And on receiving the
promise — * OQur work here should

When the visitors rose to take their
leave, Sister Xavier and two others of
the little colony followed them to the
them warmly

“Do not forget your visit to the
Maison de 1'Enfant Jesus at Ning-po,

For us it has been a great day, and
and
Sister Xavier waved to her gueits as
they mounted their chairs and started

THE INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE.

Ave Maria.

The press of the University of

Religion,” in which a Mr, Louis

to do

1o the weight

The chureh has never committed it-

self to any proposition zing the
organic nature of society. [t has pro
claimed, in eflect : ciety is a
mere crowd. If the crown is to be set
right, its units must be right in
jd vidually. Let every citizen become
a better citizen and a better man ; and
then the ecrowd, society, the world,
will be all right.” It set, the
church o« the position of one
who insists t for the operating of a |
steam engine we ed is it idaal |
righteousr wn 1 brotherly love "’

Not at all. The chureh insists rather
that, for the ell erating of the
engine, it is necess the indivi-
dual portions of the machine-—cylinder,
piston rod, erank shaft, valves, bolts
and serews—should be in their proper
places, in good order, and under the

control of a competent engineer.

In connection with this protest

against ind.vidualism, our readers will

prefer, to the immature theorizing of

the essayist from whom we have quoted

an extract or two from a sermon re
cently delivered by Archhishop Glen
pon. Speaking of the *‘ widespread
corruption in almost every walk of
life, in every phase of activity,” the

St. Louis prelate said :

I3 there a sure and safe means where-
with to cure the body politic and com
mercial of this dangerous disease ?

‘“Some say, * Yes: public opinion,
Now,
my brethren, I agree with those who
hold that public opinion, is a mighty

force, and that whers its white
light is concentrated it is difficult
for evil long to dwell; and

I further admit that thers is no evil
for the eradication of which adequa‘e
lJaws may not be et on the statute
books. Yet both of these concurrent
remedies will fail if they are not based
on, and arise from, a properly trained
individual conscience.”

WHEN AT MASS.

TWO THINGS ARE REQUIRED ;
AND ATTENTION,

People frequently use expressions the
real meaninz of which they do no not
appear to comprehend. They speak of
attending Mass, assisting at Mass,
hearing Mass, ete. We must not be
mere lookers on ; we must take part in
the Mass. We must take part with
the priest in offering a great sacrifice
to God. Weshould unite not only with
the priest whom we see as celebrant,
but with our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great High Priest of the good things to
come. It is He Who offers Himself
upon the altar.

T1ae celebrant reminds us of our anti-
cipation when at the Orate Fratres
he turns to the people and says:
Brethren, pray that my sacrifice and
yours may be acceptable to God the
Father Almighty.

During the canon of the Mass the
celebrant says : ‘‘ Remember, O Lord,
Thy servants and all here present,
whose faith and devotion are known to

INTENTION

outany particular form of prayer.

Thee, for whom we offer, or who offer to

the redemption of their souls, for the

render their vows to Thee, the eternal,
living and true God.”

To really fulfil the precept of hear-
ing Mass two thirgs are required :
tention and attention.

An earnest intention requires earn
est thought. You will hear Mass ac-
ceptably in proportion to the earnest.
ness of your intention. A Catholie
who is present in the church for some
purpose and keeps to that purpose, for
instance, to sketch or to write, could
pnot be said to ‘‘ hear Mass,”" or to
¢ aggist at Mass.'

The intention is ineluded in going to

tention is virtual, but a distinet inten-
tion is better.

Attention is to apply our mind to
what we are doing. Otherwise we
to the Jews : ‘* This people honoreth
Me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from Me. (St. Matt. xv. 8)

When distractions are only another
Distractions may come without our
seek to overcome them, Coming late
for Mass is a source of distraction to

others, If you really wish to be devout
at Mass, you ought to try to be in your
plaee a few minutes before Mass be
gins. ** Before prayer prepare thy soul
and be nct a man that tempteth God."
(Beel.  xviii.,, 23.)
pew or place is to the altar the less

Mass.
seen,

Thee this Sacrifice of praise for them- |
selves and all that belong to them, for |

hope of their salvation and safety, and |
| bers’
According to this definition, which
In- |

| merely that constitutes

Mass for that purpose, as such an in- |

would deserve the reproach God made |

name for carelessness, they are sinful. |

fault, and then they ars not sinfal if we |

yourself and a cause of distraction to |

The nearer your

liable you are to be tempted during
Too many want to see and to be

Masses can be properly heard with-

You

may read the * Devotions for Mass,”
you may recite the Rosary, considering
the wmysteries : you may meditate on
the Passion or you way follow thought-
fully priest at the altar. Buau be
mindf he Saerifice and guard your-
sell yper infention and attention. |
Catholie Universe,
kbl
A NEW WORK FOR CATHOLICS

CONVERTS LEAGUE

t
hat the:e

work t nissionaries
do {f the kind
it juires a me sturdy charact
to ry it through to notable succe:s, |
Tt business is to go into YWI
wh there is 1 church a
Ca ven. They A 1
pl rar f wnd
S ing ' {317 in
ra Their first wo i mée
8¢ f the prominent L
3¢ 11, then adv
\: ! eac ll:';’“
al natl as well 3 larg
t Answerin .
ti t are pu
A 0 gatl tl hog
v ad ca ¢ em tili t
re ) r ved he char
Y b lissionaries have t
( p ag t prejudice and m
u andings, and not seldom tl
st t yposition aroused again
th the non-Cathol ministers.
i life is constantly d an
sty ers in country hotels where they
mu put up with all kinds of incor
veniences of bed and board. Still,
with all bis hardships many priests
are willing to do this pioneer =ork, if
o1 they can get money enough to
e their expenses.

I'he good they do is incalculable. A
town that has received a visitalion of
this character will forever after think
kiudly of the Catholic church. The
people will become interested in the
growth of the church. They ean no
longer be persuaded of the infamous

ealumnies that heretofore got a hear

ing. They frequently are ready to
answer them all: that *‘I know and
have met Father So and So, and I
know that he was a good man,”’ and in
the course of time, when they have
read Catholic books thatare left among
them, they want to become Catholies.

The Catholic Converts League, by
participating in this great work, has
done honor to itself. llereafter, the
members will
report of the work the Missionaries do,
and they will be gladdened by the fact
that their funds have

bring to the bosom of the church

many struggling souls who will bless
God all their lives for the gift of the

faith.

ARE CATHOLICS BIGOTS ?

A CHARGE THAT FAILS WHEN
ARE UNDERSTOOD.

Rev. F, M, de Zulueta. 8, J,
Weekly, London,

We may here make some observations
upon the charge of *‘bigotry,” often
That a Catholie
like another, may at times deserve this
reproach no one cares to deny, any
more than that, in common with the
rest of frail mortality, he may be guilty
But in so far
18 he becomes really blameworthy in
this respect, he acts contrary to the

levelled at Catholies.

of other faults or crimes.

exigencies and teaching of his faith

Bigotry, in any genuine sense of the
term, by no means results from the
religious

necessary aloitness of his

attitude towards opposing faiths. The

chief difficalty hers is to arrive at a
correct solution of the question : *“What
is true bigotry?'' and to understand
what sort of religious attitude really

deserves a name which conveys a re
roach.

If we turn to one of our up to-date

standard dictionaries we read, for ex

wmple: *‘ Bigotry—blind and excessive

zeal esp. in religious matters '’ (Cham

Twentieth Century Dictionary)

ubstantially agrees with what othe
lietionaries gives us, it is not *‘ zeal’
bigotry, bu
‘blind '’ and *‘excessive’ zeal.

‘blindness '’ must obvionsly refer to

jome faculty of perception or appre

iension ; in other words, blindness in

he intellectual faculty is here meant
which execludes from the bigot's men
ial field of view good and valid reason
for a more tolerabhle estimate of othe
people’s religious convietions, and re

sults in a zeal exceeding reasonab'e | acter, Bub, with this understanding,
neasure. Now let us apply the diction- | there can be no excess in the private |
\ry definition to the mental attitnde of | pursuit of religion. The protest heard
Jatholies in deeming all faiths but | at times in another land, Maig jo ne
heir own to be objectively false, and | suis pas bigot, comprenez. '’ (Bu
Wl other forms of worship objectively | you understand, I'm not a bi
pposed to the will of the Divine | Catholic!), does, it is true w in
onnder of Christianity We ed | | 1or K sh : ““I'm not excessively
nly deal with their view of other ached to my religious obli ions
aiths. For since worship is faith in [ Bat this frame of mind hespeaks ar
wetion, it will naturally follow the ’vn‘liﬂ"‘rnmw to the el G
nature of the worshipper's beliefs. | which is nob neceasary from frec

Now, is a Cacholic's zeal ** blind "’ in | person from the imputation of higotr)
hus condemning as unsound all o her | in the or linary acceptation of th
orms of Ohristian profession ? He | word,

would assuredly need to be purblind to
judge
He

helieves it to be ‘‘ a fact of revelation’’

many cogenb facts were he to
otherwise. To take an instance :
hat Ohrist intended His followers t
be religiously one. . .

So periect was this religious one-

ness to be which our Saviour has i

view that Ile shrinks not from a com-
parison apparently hyperbolic—for He
compares it to the most perfect unity
of that Divine Nature sharcd by Him

A= |

regularly receive the

been used to

REASONS

in the Catholic

r | private practics of religion.

The

T li ‘on Le ¢ f
N % just appr viod
its t y th 1m of )OO 00 for I
80| fap a8 a Missi ry t
1 ork wnder th
1 t Ap i \lission
I r f the
guarantee 1 weing of a well traived |
¥ ry 1 I I 6 country
wl service will be « reat val
) attered Catholics, and where |
he | be enabled t x0 from town to
to each t the ( holies
I'i \ postoli lission House has now
el 1ich Missiovaries in the South
and est, and to each it is paying
year. Ti donation of the
) jonvarts League will enable
h sion Ilouse to place still an
ot lissionary in the field,

in common with His Kternal Father
| (v. 21 ) Ther, at all events, as Catho |
['lf--awu, this uniny of religion .‘
| a3 complete as is possible amon mon |
iulr/'\t.m' TIC Bat a religious |
‘HIH tha l i n nuch as em A 1
| Ol¢ 1 religl I les |
tril | v
|t 1 1 may v
For unifor ! { )
tainable U r ¢ 1 i
| that A astu ) i |
he ( i |
turie |
This 1 ‘ sal
constaut, living f ;
A 1 A
ibid |
| wo n 1
M 1 9 i
s ¢
| the en rl W 1
‘ t I U L 1 . |
mar is ssing
I'he Catholic pe y only
eviden wck ol do 1 in a
bodies ¥ i { I
| he eve 1s tl « {
| the fact, and conc 8 that
| faith f Christ cannot lie t . |
| Fuorther, when ho sees, mor ver, tl
1",\‘..,“4“:‘:\\ f His divire n left
| by Christ n
boe found nowhare outsido the pale of
| his own ¢crmmunion, he must, in ordin.
| ary logie, inter that his 11 |
| alone, is the one tru m of Chr ) |
or @is 1at the « 1 y
| Christ to be lasting i 1
has ceased to exist. jat this failure
| w 1ld falsify other promises of Jur
Lord (Matt. xvi., 1 xxviii , 20, John
iv., 10) i
5 10 zeal of a Catholie f 5 faith |
t n good and solid r
m ) on ;h‘ More-ai ( 3 ne
! ielly asnolher reasor
I rat 1
i y b non Catholie bo
M | Bibla Only,
i y 1 fual, th
xch r ’A nd i
t 1 our or that
car b P! d thereby On
| th ier hand history |
| that no ch an faith
| eounld possibly r yn
| centuri ter irist  had |
| bee vy world |
| and accepted by conside portions |
of it, for the simple reason that the i
written New lestament was not to be |
had. Moreover, that when its books
vere eventually collected together, it |
l was the *‘ Roman Catholic chureh |
that separated out from the Mass of
lsarrcd book in existence those that

were inspired Seripture from those that
were not. So that the very
*“ Reformed '’ churches— the inspira
tion of the Seriptures—rests upon the
testimony and authority of the Catholie
church, For a book cannot effe ctually
bear witness to its own inspiration, or
even to its infallibility—any more than
a beggar, asking alms on the strength
of his long and pitiful story, can be a
suflicient witness to his own truthful-
ness. All this the Catholic sees. Is
he, then, unreasonable in rejecting as
undoubtedly false all religions built
upon such a quicksand as ** the Bible
Oaly,” privately interpreied ? Or
does not his own steadfast and botter-
founded belief in the inspiration of
Ged's Written Word oblige him to hold
that Church to be the true one which
has from3the beginning been the one

basis of

witness to this very inspiration?
Plainly, taoen, the zeal shown by a

Catholic for his faith does not proceed
from any *‘blindness’’ to good reasons.
Now, let us ask farther: Is Catholic
zeal *‘excessive?’’ Does the tenacity
with which a Catholie clings to his be
liefs, excluding all others, exceed the
bounds of moderation ? 1If it does, the
extravagance must lie either in the
degree of his tenacity, or else in allow
ing himself to be led by the depth of
his convictions into immoderate conduct
towards those who differ from him,
First, then, can tenacity of vrinei-
ple be excessive? Supposing the prin-
ciple to stand in a person’s mind as a
most certain and infallible truth, such
excess is manifestly lmpossible, Were
we to say of any one that he was ex-
. | cessively attached to the belief that
Port Arthur is fallen, the observation

would be taken for a joke. In other
words, there cas be no excess,
» | no  extravagan:ze, no obstinacy,

worthy of the name, in allowing no
doubt upon a matter that is seen by
the mind to be absolutely true. Any
other course would betray a defect
- | of reasoun.

Then where can ‘‘excessive’’
ter ? Thers is indeed room for it in
conduct, In truth, it is mainly, if not
exclusively, in ths sphere of conduct
that true bigotry appears, if it appear
.| at all. Not that there can be too
greal zeal and self-devotion in a man's

alio
Religion

' | being another word for the service of
t | Our Lord God, no one can bhe too faith.
ful ner too earnest in terndering to
Ilim that ich is His inalienable
right. This is not saying that excess
in distinctively rel yus  practice is

, | impossible, F¢ these form but a
- | portion religion, which requires,
8 | besides, that other duties equally im
r | posed by God shou!d not bs sacrificed
for pious exercises of a voluntary char-

of

| not pe

ven as set writh in

loubtedly
bigotry.

n ’ ) 1 n t th religious
wnd ill
idicule, to speak harshly of
grounds, are
the
require a
faiths, care
tems,
attack

big y Kven when

i1ld be taken to show that sy
rsons, form ¢ )¢ i
ywpecially where mention of persons

avoidable. Again, notoing
bigotry could lead a master
or mistress to deny equal justice to a
servant or yo simply the
ground of difference in religious beliefs
and worship. 8o, too, is it pure bigo-
try to dismiss a public servant, other-
wise admitted to be competent in his
or hercharge, onaccount of a conscien-
tious change of faith displeasing to
authorities. But such forms of the
vice in question are, we fear, mainly to
be witnessed outside Catholic cireles.

On the other side it is not bigotry,
but fidelity to conscience and honor-
able firmuess of prineciple to refuse to
speak before others as though there
were “‘ a good deal to be said '’ in favor
of other religions ; to decline directly
to aid in any way the spreading of
another creed firmly believed to be
false; to insist on having one's chil-
dren brought up in surroundings posi-
tively the most favorable to their re-
ligion and its practices. For here we
have reverted to the sphere of prin-
ciple, affecting the fulfillment of our
own religious duty, not of dealings with
our non-Catholic neighbors in non re-
ligious matters. In the fleld of politics
men of the world regard a similar ex-
clusivenecss as high prineipled, although
political theories are proverbially
matters for free debate. Politicians
even seek to enhance the authority of
their opinions by borrowing terms from
the province of religion, talking of
“ Joyalty to political creeds and the
eschewing of political heresies.”” Yet
in the case of religious faiths we have
to do with principles of a far higher
order and authority—with truths re-
vealed or held as being revealed) by
Infallible Truth itseif, Who knows no
change, nor sh:dow of alteration '
(James i., 17).

The religious attitude of Catholies
towards others bears upon the question
of marriage with baptized non Catho-
lics. As is well known, the Catholic
church in reluctantly giving leave to
ono of her subjects for entering upon a
nuptial union of the above kind does so
only on certain well-defined conditions.
The religious ceremony must be per-
formed by a Catholie priest only. The
Catholic party must have fullest free-
dom to practice her faith. All chil-
dren of the marriage-—male or fenale

must be educated in that same faith ;
and the Catholic must endeavor by dis-
ereet and lawful means to inflaence the
non-Catholic towards conversion. These
conditions, to which the non-Catholic
must pledge himself, suggest the diffi.
calty.

Surely these conditions

invade the,
conscientions rights of the non Catho -
lic aspirant

to a Catholic hand, who
disowns all allegiauce to Rome.

mes 1

it gross

he
b

emple on

What
right bas the Catholic church todictate
the of non-Catholies ?
The answer is that she does not dictate
to them ; in fact, she is not addressing

to consciences

them personally at all. She simply
deals—as she has a right to deal—with
her own subject, who, in turn, ac-

knowledges the church's right to inter-

vene, but still desires to contract a

The excessivo zeal, therefore, truly
constituting bigotry consists neither in
the tenacity of one's own faith, nor in
the fervent and exclusive practice of
the same, but should be described as
uncharitableness (in thought, word,
deed or omission)towards those whose re-
li -ious beliefs differ from our own pre-
cisely on account of that difference. Pro-

0

n

marriage that is repugnant to her, be-

wvuse proved by experienco to be

|

{ highly dangerous to the uls of her
1»‘_\|,v cts and of their children. I'o her
| own subjects she says, in eff if yon

| are resolved ontra ) narrei-
L contrary to my express warning,

| 1 ! er t you from stiil
| groate i | ls, or else in view
| of ighty rea which you allege for
| the stej I will grant the needful dis«
yensation. For if you married without
1 y t holy =sacra-

| { 1 ng 1
n miy y ca 0t

your unalterable Cathtlic principles
| —you cannot marry ut der conditions
| that would be a virtual denial of the

the Catholic faith alone is
f salvation, for yourseif,
flspring and even for your
| spouse elect—whether the latter recog-
nize the fact or not.
L.ess than this the churck could not

l trath th
the true way
your future

vided such uncharity be absent, the | say without convicting herself before
term ** higot *’ can only be applied to | tifé world of plainest inconsistency and,
a Cathoiic, however fervent, by a gross | gross impostumse,




