
A SISTER OF CHARITY AT NIKG- quire little teacHng in embioidery a* THE INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE.
they are very skillful with the needle, 
and now a g< ne ration of Chinese girls 
are reproducing the most beautiful old 
embroideries, cha? ah vestment « form 
ing a large item of their work. Silk- 
spinning and satin weaving are also 
carried on, and the Sisters hope to 
add carving, and put in mon-, machin­
ery.

out any particular form of prayer. You 
may read the ‘* Devotions for Mass,” 
you may recite the Rosary, considering 

mysteries : you may meditate on 
the Passion or you may follow thought­
fully th
mindful v the Sacrifice and gua d your­
self by proper intention and attention. 
—Catholic Universe,

in common with Ills Eternal Father 
(v. 21 ) Thei , at all events, as Catho 
lies see, this unity of religion must be 
at complete as is possible amongst men 
with God's assist-nee. tint a religious 
unity that does not so much as embrace 
oneness in religious principles, or doc 
trines ut higher import, evidently falls 
far short ol what men may achieve. 
For uniformity of belief is certainly ob 
tamable by ti e n, tor the simple reason 
that it has actually been obtained in 
the Catholic church, for nineteen ceu-

This unity of the true church is a 
constuit, living fact in every ago. 
According to our Lord's own teaching 
(ibid v , 21 2d), it is a sign " that the 
world may kno v that Thou has sent 
Me"—i visible mark s tarn pel upon 
llis church from its beginning, even to 
the end of the world. Where it is 
there the church is not. The “ hall­
mark ” is missing.

The Catholic perceives the only too 
evident lack ol doctrinal union in all 
bodies resulting from the Reformation ; 
he even finds them naively admitting 
the fact, and concludes that the true 
faith c f Christ cannot lie with them. 
Further, when ho sees, moreover, that 
this footprint of llis divine mission left 
by Christ upon the Bands of time can 
bo found nowhere outside the pale of 
his own om muni on, he roust, in ordin­
ary logic, infer that either his, and his 
alone, is the one true religion of Christ, 
or cue that the church declared by- 
Christ to be lasting and indestructible 
has ceased to exist. But this failure

YES—THEY ARE.PO. Ave M -rift.
The press of the University of 

Chicago has published an essav, “ Ego 
ism : A Study 
of Religion,"
Wallis delivers hinsolf of sundry flam 
boyanb generalizations having to do 
with the delinquencies of the church 

This Oeuvre de la Jeunesse Ocuvr ln itB attitod» loward t,ho “oc'il1 Pro 
ic.e will do more than anything el»., lor blom-, /. concentrating at'entu n 
t>benefit :>( the people,'" asserted the “P‘!“ Individ aaliam, ; nay a Mr. Wallin,
«.nie-, “ To begin with : in preaerv- and empha.lzlng tbl» to the exclm on .
in, <ur Christian youth during the per o( other, standpoints the church has The Catholic» Converts League, of 
il ni» tine of their apprenticeship; by practically thrown .he weigh of It. New >,rH, ha» just appropriated Iron, 
giving them good trade» in safe sur large offlc.nl influence In denial of the it. t masury the sun. ol *500 00 lor the 
roundings. The influence on the Pagan organic nature of society. It has been support of a priest as a Missionary to 
is oven more beneficial. It overcomes innocent of a sociological outlook. non l at wiles and working under the
prejudice penetrated Into a class of Most men who are passably familiar au - of the Apostolic Mission 
poor, hardworking, do lent people, with «*“« the literature of the subjectwhlfh Hen .... Ibis «onerous act of the league 
whom llkcwLo wo should nave a dilll the essayist attacks so doughtily will gu . antecs the placing of a well trained
culty of being thrown, and It brings the »ay th-u it is rather Mr. Wallis who Mis ,unary in a part of the country
boys into continual contact with the h innocent of considerable preliminary where hU service will bo of great value 
Sisters, priests, and other Christians, knowledge requisite to any adequate to the scattered Catholic., and where 
Seme of the Pagan parents will net al treatment of the matter. If that gentle- he wil bn enabled to go from town to 
lew their children to leave their homes man s acquaintance with works of town to preach to tuemn Catholics, 
for any reason but to come to us. It is C»tb°Uo churchmen, from the Summa The \ postolio Mission House has now 
hard to cope with the number who are ° Thomas Aquinu to the encyclicals eight such Missionaries in the south 
coming. I' have still to refuse those of Leo XIII. and Pius X.,1s so limited and West, and to tanh it is pay ng
who wish to come. There is no limit to as to warrant his belief tha-.the weight Soil) a year. This donation of the
the extontion of the work il we only of Catholicism s ollicial influence ha, Catho lie Jonvartr League will enable
t i »» practically been thrown “ in denial of thi I wslun House to place still an-

*. the organic nature of society," ho oU * r Missionary in the field,
rho appreut ces receive in remuner evidently needs to do a large amount Tne work that the o missionaries

ation during the first year but are sup 0f rtiadiug before again rushing into do in of the most difficult kind, and 
ported by the Oeuvre. When they bo print. Mr. Wallis does not apparently it requires a mest sturdy char.actor 
giuto earn, a small sum is kept back to understand his limitations. Here is to carry it through to notable succe1 s. 
help m their maintenance, and the rest | another extract from this up to-date Their busine-s is to go into towns 
of their earnings is put by to form a e88ayiHt : where there is no church and no
fund to start thorn m life when tueir Pho church has never committed it- Catholics even. They go as a corn- 
apprenticeship ends. 1 ho success Helf to any proposition recognizing the pl< to stranger and arrange for and 
auh.eved at mg po has inspired the organic nature of society. It has pro stai going a mission of a week’s du 
hope that industries might be started el^imed, in effect : " Society is a rati m. Their first work is to meet
in the other provinces to pursue the mero crowd. If the crown »s to bo set some of the prominent people, then
respective trades of the Realities. I right, its units must be set right in secure a hall, then advertize the mis

“ is trade in this country in a flour 1 dividually. Let ev« ry citizen become sion, then preach night after night to
iahiog condition, Sister ?” asked the a better citizen and a better man ; and audiences small as well as large as 
visitor at the Ning-po convent, and thon the crowd, society, the world, they come answering all the quts• 

We sat for some time in the little Sister Xavi-r told her of the undo- will be all right." In < fleet, the tion a that are publicly put to them
parlor, telling all the homo nows we veiop« d conditions of trade, tho need of church occupies the position of one Then to gather the tew hopeful con
could think of, and answering all 1er more technical institutions, tho capa I who insists that for the operating of a verts and care ft r them till they are 

ager questions. city of the Chinese for industrial oceu steam engine all we need is individual re dy ta bo received into tho church.
*• And now 1 am sure you would like patio»?-, and tho initiative of the Ger- righteousness an 1 brotherly love " Very often tho Missionaries have to

to come over all our premises. It would mans in the development of helpful Not at all. The church insists rather cornu up against prejudice and mis- 
not do to leave vithout seeing tho work trade conditions. The question « f that, for the effective operating of the unu rstandings, and not seldom the 
done," declared Sister Xavier, leading maintenance of the good work being done engine, it is necetsary that the indivi- strongest oppoiifcion U aroused against 
tho way to tte hospital, and imparting through tho convent is a serious one, dual portions of the machine—cylinder, them by the non Catholic miuisteis. 
much information as to the history ol particularly sir ce the suppression o' piston rod, crank shaft, valves, bolts Their life is constantly placed among 
the convent in China, as well as of the the religious orders in France, owing and screws—should bo in their proper strangers in country hotels where they 
work accomplished. to which the funds received from the places, in good order, and under the must put up with all kinds of incou-

Since the early fifties the French Propagation of the Faith and the Sainte control of a competent engineer. veniences vf bed and board. Still,
Sisters of Ch-aiity have been settled at Enfance have diminished to one third ln connection with this protest with all his hardships many priests
Ning-po. The Sisters who came to and are likely to cease altogether. against individualism, our readers will are willing to do this pioneer »ork, if
make the fi undation were brought fiom "What will you do then ? How can prefer, to the immature theorizing of only they can get money enough to 
Maco in a French man of war, and were you continue ?" the essay st from whom we have quoted mo*ii their expense^,
carried through the town in closed “ We must continue," replied Sister an eitract or two from a sermon re The good they do is incalculable. A 
chairs. They are the only Europeans Xavier, emphatically, "at least we cently delivered by Archbishop Glen town that has r^ceLeJ a visitation of 
who live in that quarter—the centre of must leave no stone unturned. But as non. Speaking of the " widespread this character will forever after thiuk
the city. Every form of disease is cared it will be impossible to be perpetually corruption in almost every walk of kiudly of the Catholic church. The
for in the hospital they conduct, and begging for help, wo must become self life, in every phase of activity," the people will become interested in the 
where they serve both as nurses and supporting. Once we have procured St. Louis prelate said : growth of the church. They can no
doctors. Only in special eases do they hUllicient money to establish our teebni "Is there a sure and safe means where- longer be persuaded of the infamous 
call in an European doctor, a Scotch- cai 8Clools on a sure footing we shall with to cure the body politic and com calumnies that heretofore got a hear 
man, who is always ready to help. The earn sufficient for their support. That mercial of this dangerous disease ? ing. They frequently are ready to
dispensary attached to tlje hospital j8 what wo propose to do. Raise funds “ Some say, * Yes : public opinion, answer thorn all : that "I know and 
cares f. r from two hundred to three |r0m the charity of our countrymen coupled with proper legislation.’ Now, have met Father So and So, and I
hundred patients every day, and many ftnd then depend upon our indus- my brethren, I agree with those who know that he was a good man," and in
of these are sent to the hospital or to tri?s in the future.” hold that public opinion, is a mighty the course of time, when they have
the branch hospital atlvampo, a suburb „n<r»oe«,tn® ncnmuHnna force, and that where its white read Catholic books that are left among
There men and boys who are very ill . light is concentrated it is difficult them, they want to become Catholics,
receive unremitting attention, and 6“ tiHVmo't,, Zo to outsido worL I '«r evil long to dwell ; and The Catholio Converts League, by 
sometimes French sailors and other . ... . .. pi* . t J I further admit that there is no evil participating in this great work, has
Europeans, ill and far from home, seek miintr uo canals and rivers ,or tbe eradication of thick adequa e done honor to itself. Hereafter, the
the kindly ministrations of the Sisters . ~villiurah Two Maws may not be set on the statute members will regularly receive the
of Charity. Asters and two native women go on books. Yet both of these concurrent report of tho work the Missionaries do,

The creche is of oven greater in- .. f fh h m remedies will fail if they are not based and they will be gladdened by the fact
tofest than tho hospital, for babies the 8CribJ for the* sick) and look after ™.a? arise from, a properly trained that their funds have been used to 
world over have a strong claim on j. individual conscience. bring to the bosom ot the church
hearts. * many struggling souls who will bless

•• Now we come to our Sainte En- It is with the children that we can ___ God all their lives for the gift of the
lance,” said Sister Xavier. "Babies do the most, and they have a bad time, | WHEN AT HASS. faith.

brought to us, often only a few especially the girls. They are bought required • intention
hours old The delicate ones we keen while still quite young, as the future TWO things are ruilirld , intention and'the'strong6 ones are Toarld ou? wife of the son of the house, and till old | 
with women who bring them on tho enough to marry are treated as drudges,
3rst of every month for inspection and, and often most cruelly Later, how- real meaning of which they do no not
at the same time, receive their pay. ever, when married, this treatment appear to comprehend. They speak ol
When four and live years old we take ceases, and the Chinese wife and mother attending Mass, assisting at Mass, 
them back, and they are put in the has great influence. Tho hoys have a hearing Mass, etc. We must not be 
orphanage, where they remain until much better time, at least in the mere lookers on ; we must take part in 
hhey are grown np " homes." the Mass. We must take part with

The attention of the visitors was That the Chinese are not insensible the priest in offering a great sacrifice
attracted by a novel device: a nnm- to kindness is shown by their growing to God. We should unite net only with 
her of baskets slung from the ceiling confidence in the religious, and their the priest whom we see as celebrant, 
and so connected that by pulling on a efforts to respond. Even the mandat- but with our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
cord one old woman swung the babies in»- often unjust and cruel, have given great High Priest of the good things to 
to and fro in their mid air cradles. proof of their kindly feeling towards the come. It is He Who offers Himself

“ Is it your invention ?” religious. upon the altar.
Sister Xavier laughed. “ Yes, it is. "Most of them have been kind to us," | T ie celebrant reminds us of our anti- 

We had such trouble with the babies, Sister Xavier answered when questioned I cipation when at the Orate Fratres 
and they took up so much time that as to tho attitude of tho men in power, ube turns to the people and says : 
at last it became necessary to do some- " They often pay us a visit, go over the j Brethren, pray that ray sacrifice and 
thing, and now one old woman can look convent, ta te tea and biscuits, ask I yours may be acceptable to God the 
after them all." about our work, how old we are, and Father Almighty.

The castaway baby girls as they all sor's of questions, and are most I During the canon of the Mass the
outgrow the creche arc sent to the friendly and good-humored the whole j celebrant says: “ Remember, O Lord,
orphanage, where they receive indus- time." I Thy servants and all here present,
trial education, and are fitted to earn Despite t.he decade of years since she I whose faith and devotion are known to 
their living. Matrimonial alliances are went into exile, and the absorbing I Thee, for whom we offer, or who offer to 
effected between them and the Chris nature of the life she voluntarily ac- Thee this Sacrifice of praise for them- 
tian boys, little time being given to the cepted, there D a touch of homeiicknoss I selves and all that belong to them, for 
preliminary attentions demanded by in the words of Sister Xavier to her I the redemption of their souls, for the 
naidens of other races. As a rule countrywomen, as she described her hope of their salvation and safety, and 
these girls do not see their husbands visit to the country. " Some miles render their vows to Thoe, the eternal, 
until they met at the altar. away there is a lake surrounded by living and true God."

" We see the girls peeping over their mountains in a beautiful oart of the To really fulfil the precept of hear- 
shoulders to see what their future has- country ; it is not at all unlike Killar- I ing Mass two thiigs are required : I ri­
bands are like, as they come up the ney, an 1 each time I go there I think I I tent ion and attention,
church," said SLter Xavier. " Their am back in my old homo, especially An earnest intention requires earn 
marriages turn out very satisfactorily, when tho rice-fields are green, for they J est thought. You will hear Mass ac- 
and they are laying the foundation of a have that bright color wo know so well ceptably iu proportion to the earnest 
good Christian people. There is a in Ireland." I ness of your intention. A Catholic
great scope among the Chinese chil The approach of evening warn ad the who is present in the church for some 
dren. They are so intelligent and guests that it was time to go. purpose and keeps to that purpose, for
oapalitothTi they c»n loiifn almost any^ .. Come fir»t and have some of our ‘°SttoI£6’ y to® " hrar mTss " or“to 
tiimg. The last addition to our work bept ohoaan tea," entreated the Sister. ”°* J* „ hoar Mas8’ °r *°
here is the "Oouvrede la Jeunesse Oauv- -i.i, .s n,„ „.tinr and von assist at Mass. ...
^rabiy.and “ Pr0"Ue8- * ^ »«“* »? without tasting it." In 2’“

The failure of the rice crop in China fP”gr?nT cups ‘of'tea" to the tton'iT better‘Ua'’ ^ * di8tinCt Ult°J'
-leans practically starvation for the |>iend8 who ha(l come so fir to see her, ti'TaDD,v our mind to

s^ther -e».*» toths.absent w„tf ̂ Tre doinS.PP OtheïwTse wo

the women, thus rendering their “Mind you give a good account ? „ould deserve the reproach God made 
families loss depend-nt on tho seasons. me who" you return, and toll them all tlie .Jews : “ This people honoreth 
Many difficulties had to bo overcome, ln Ireland I have not forgotten ray Mo with their lips, but their hearts are 
owing to tho distrust ol tho Pagans lor country or my friends. Promise to in- far from Me. (St. Matt. vv. S ) 
the Christians, and their fear of living terest them In our mission here. Will When distractions are only another 
under a convent roof. One poor 5">u nofc ? ’ And on receiving the name for carelessness, they are sinful, 
woman driven by hunger bogged for Pr0,n,8° — 0llr work hero should Distractions may come without our 
work, aid tho nuns finding that she appeal to them in Ireland, where, too, fault| and then they ara not sinful if we 
could embroider gave her -ome employ- lt'V arc starting industries, ^ I Soek to overcome them. Coming late
mont ; one or two of her neighbors fol- When the visitors roso to take their I for Mass is a souice of distraction to 
lowed her example, and when it was leave, Sister Xavier and two others of yourself and a cause of distraction to
learned that a Chinese girl, braver the little colony followed them to the others. If you really wish to be devout
than her associates, had actually door, and there bade them warmly at Mass, you ought to try to be in your 
worked in the convent and escaped un- good-bye. place a few minutes before Mass Imv
harmed, tho sentiment against the "Do not forget your visit to the I gins. " Before prayer prepare thy soul 
Sisters gradually changed until two- Maison de VEnfant Jesus at Ning-po, and be not a man that tomptoth God. 
thirds of the outside workers came to as we shall certainly not forget it. I (Keel, xviii., 23.) The nearer your
the workrooms, remained all day, and For us it has been a great day, and pow or place is to the altar the less
returned home in the evening. After brought us a breath of heaven. " and I liable you are to be tempted during 
a time an atelier was built, and about Sister Xavier waved to her guoits as I Mass. Too many want to see and to be 
four hundred women, boys and girls, they mounted their chairs and started I seen,
are employed in it. The women re- off down the street.

theBy L E. in Djnuhoo s M-tgazlne.

Sister Xavier, who left her Irish 
hou e to enter on the uncongenial labors 
ol the Chinese mission, is the subject 
0f a deeply interesting article in the 
Irish Rosary. * * * The writer
* * * takes her readers with her
through the city gates of Niug po to 
where tbe convent " with its rather 
nice garden marks a sharp contrast to 
the dirty narrow streets and "exceed­
ingly unpleasant canals."

•• We rang the bell and almost im 
mediately the door was opened by a 
bright laetd little French Sister of 
Charity. She took a step m sur- 
p,ih© at sight of us, as evuien.'y we 
were not at all the Hid of visitors th- 
expected to see. Then she laughed 
and begged us to come in. The door 
clobed bt hind us, and wo were in a clem, 
white-washed hall, with two or three 
iamiliar pictur< s hang it g on the walls.
‘ Is this China?’ we asked each other 
as we were ushered into the little par 
lor on the left, which conveyed to each 
of us the idea of having seen it before. 
We ox -lained to tbe little Sister how 

had just arrived at Ning-po and had 
brought a letter to Sister Xavier from 
her friends at home and we desired to 
-oe her.

" I shall go and felch her directly," 
*aid tho Sister, cvei joyed. " Ah, she 
will be glad, Soeur Xavier. One must 
have lived in exile ten year* to know 
what it is to see the face of a country 
woman again," and off she hurried.

Some minutes later she returned ac 
com pan led by a tall nun, who came to­
wards us with outstretched hands, and 
grasped ours

“ Welcome to China," sho said. "It 
is very good of you to have come to 
call."
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SCwould falsify other promises of Our 

L>rd (Matt, xvi., 18, xxviii , 20, John 
xiv., 10).

So tho zeal of a Catholic for his faith 
rests upon good and solid reasons, 
though not on the aforesaid one alone.

To touch briefly upon another reason 
—Biblical inspiration.

1 le sees that most non Catholic bodies 
arm.nl him make tho " Bible Only," 
as road by each private individual, the 
exclusive rule of their faith, and 
accept no doctrine as divine that is 
not clearly bo bo found therein or that 
cannot be fully proved thereby. On 
the other hand, he knows from history 
that no such rule of Christian faith 
could possibly have existed for some 
centuries after the faith of Christ had 
been already preached to tho world 
and accepted by considerable portions 
ot it, for the simple reason that the 
written New res Lament was not to bo 
had. Moreover, that when its books 

eventually collected together, it 
was the "Roman" Catholic church 
that separated out from the Mass of 
sacred book iu existence those that 
were inspired Scripture from thoso that 
were not. So that the very basis of 
" Reformed" churches—the inspira 
tion of the Scriptures—rests upon tho 
testimony and authority of the Catholic 
church. For a book cannot effectually 
bear witness to its own inspiration, or 
oven to its infallibility—any more than 
a beggar, asking alms on the strength 
of his long and pitiful story, can bo a 
sufficient witness to his own truthful­
ness. All this the Catholic sees. Is 
ho, then, unreasonable in rejecting as 
undoubtedly false all religions built 
upon such a quicksand as ‘ the Bible 
Only," privately interpreted ? Or 
does not his own steadfast and batter- 
founded belief in the inspiration of 
Gcd's Written Word oblige him to hold 
that Church to be the true one which 
has from^tbo beginning been the one 
witness to this very inspiration? 
Plainly, tacn, the zeal shown by a 
Catholic for bis .faith does not proceed 
from any "blindness " to good reasons.

Now, let us ask further: Is Catholic 
zeal "excessive?" Does the tenacity 
with which a Catholic clings to his bo 
liefs, excluding all others, exceed the 
bounds of moderation ? If it does, the 
extravagance must lie either in the 
degree of his tenacity, or else in allow 
ing himself to be led by the depth of 
his convictions into immoderate conduct 
towards those who differ from him.

First, then, can tenacity of princi­
ple be excessive? Supposing the prin­
ciple to stand in a person’s mind as a 
most certain and infallible truth, such 
excess is manifestly Impossible. Were 
we to say of any one that he was ex­
cessively attached to the belief that 
Port Arthur is fallen, the observation 
would be taken for a joke. In other 
words, there cas be no excess, 
no extra vagan 3e, no obstinacy, 
worthy of the name, in allowing no 
doubt upon a matter that is seen by 
the mind to be absolutely true. A ay 
other course would bet-ay a defect 
of reason.

Then where can "excessive" zeal en­
ter ? There is indeed room for it in 
conduct, In truth, it is mainly, if not 
exclusively, in thb sphere of conduct 
that true bigotry appears, if it appear 
at all. Not that there can bo too 
groat zeal and self-devotion in a man's 
private practice of religion. Religion 
being another word for the service of 
Our Lord God, no one can be too faith­
ful nor too earnest in tendering to 
Him that which is llis inalienable 
right. This is not saying that excess 
in distinctively religious practice is 
impossible. For these form 
portion of religion, which requires, 
besides, that other duties equally im­
posed by God should not bo sacrificed 
for pious exercises of a voluntary char­
acter. But, with this understanding, 
there can bo no excess in the private 
pursuit of religion. Tho protest heard 
at times in another land, " Mais jo ne 
suis pas bigot, comprenez. ’’ (But, 
you understand, I'm not a bigoted 
Catholic 1 ), does, it is true, mean in 
plainer English : "I’m not excessively 
attached to my religious obligations I 
But this frame of mind bespeaks an 
indifference to the claims of God 
which is nob necessary from freeing a 
person from the imputation of bigotry 
in tho ordinary acceptation of tho 
word.

Tho excessive zeal, therefore, truly 
constituting bigotry consists neither iu 
the tenacity of one's own faith, nor in 
tho fervent and exclusive practice of 
the same, but should be described as 
uncharitableness (in thought, word, 
deed or omission)towards those whose rc- 
li ious beliefs differ from our own pre­
cisely on account of that difference. Pro­
vided such uncharity be absent, the 
term " bigot " can only be applied to 
a Catholic, however fervent, by a gross

dy. misuse of the term, even as set forth in 
our standard dictionaries.

Daily life, nevertheless, undoubtedly 
affords us examples of true bigotry. 
Thus, to wantonly hurt the religious 
convictions of others by abuse and ill 
natured ridicule, to speak harshly of 
individuals on doctrinal grounds, aro 
instances of bigotry, 
interests of Catholic

will

Even when the
truth require a 

severe handling of other faiths, caro 
should be taken t > show that systems, 
not persons, form the object of attack 
especially whore mention of persons 
becomes unavoidable. Again, nofcoing 
bat gross bigotry could lead a master 
or mistress to deny equal justice to a 

on thoservant or employe simply 
ground of difference in religions beliefs 
and worship. So, too, is it pure bigo­
try to dismiss a public servant, other­
wise admitted to be competent in his 
or her charge, on account of a conscien­
tious change of faith iLpleasing to 
authorities. But such forms of the 
vice in question aro, wo fear, mainly to 
bo witnessed outside Catholio circles.

On the other side it is not bigotry, 
but fidelity to conscience and honor­
able firmness of principle to refuse to 
speak before others as though there 
were " a good deal to bo said ’’ in favor 
of other religions ; to decline directly 
to aid in any way the spreading of 
another creed firmly believed to be 
false; tj insist on having one's chil­
dren brought up in surroundings posi­
tively the most favoraolo to their re­
ligion and its practices. For here wo 
have reverted to tho sphere of prin­
ciple, affecting the fulfillment of our 
own religious duty, not of dealings with 
our non-Catholic neighbors in non re­
ligious matters. In the field of politics 
men of the world regard a similar ex­
clusiveness as high principled, although 
political theories are proverbially 
matters for free debate. Politicians 
even seek to enhance the authority of 
their opinions by borrowing terms from 
the province of religion, talking of 
" loyalty to political creeds and the 
eschewing of political heresies." Yet 
in the case of religious faiths we have 
to do with principles of a far higher 
order and authority—with truths re­
vealed or held as being revealed) by 
Infallible Truth itself, Who knows no 
change, nor shadow of alteration ’* 
(James i., 17).

Tho religious attitude of Catholics 
towards others bears upon the question 
of marriage with baptized non Catho­
lics. As is well known, the Catholic 
church in reluctantly giving leave to 
one of her subjects for entering upon a 
nuptial union of the above kind does so 
only on certain well defined conditions. 
Tho religious ceremony must bo per­
formed by a Catholic priest only. Tho 
Catholic party must have fullest free­
dom to practice her faith. All chil­
dren of tho marriage—male or female 
—must be educated in that same faith ; 
and tho Catholic must endeavor by dis­
creet and lawful means bo influence the 
non-Catholic towards conversion. Those 
conditions, to which tho non-Catholic 
must pledge himself, suggest the diffi­
culty.

Surely these conditions invade the. 
conscientious rights of the non Catho - 
lie aspirant to a Catholic hand, who 
disowns all allegiance to Romo. What 
right has the Catholic church to dictate 
to the consciences of non-Catholics ? 
Tho answer is that she does not dictate 
to thorn ; in fact, she is not addressing 

a them personally at all. Sho simply 
deals—as sho has a right to deal—with 
her own subject, who, in turn, 
knowledges tho church's right to inter- 

ü, but still desires to contract a 
riage that is repugnant to her, be­

cause proved by long experience to bo 
highly dangerous to the souls of her 
subjects and of their children. To her 
own subjects she says, in effect : If you 

resolved to contract a mixed marri­
age contrary to my express warning, 
well — in order to save you from still 
greater spiritual evils, or else in view 
of weighty reasons which you allege for 
the step — 1 will grant the needful dis­
pensation. For if you married without 
leave you would profane the holy 
meut of marriage receiving it in mortal 
sin. Only you cannot cast to the winds 
your unalterable Cathtlio principles 
—you cannot marry under conditions 
that would bo a virtual denial ot tho 
truth that the Catholic faith alone is 
the true way of salvation, for yourself, 
your future offspring and even for your 
spouse elect—whether tho latter recog­
nize the fact or not.

Less than this the church could not 
say without convicting herself before 
tife world of plainest inconsistency ami 
gross imposture.

are
ARE CATHOLICS BIGOTS ?

People frequently use expressions the
A CHARGE THAT FAILS WHEN REASONS 

ARE UNDERSTOOD.
ta. 3,

Wei kly, London.
J.. in the Catholicdev. F. M. de Zulue

We may here make same observations 
upon the charge of " bigotry," often 
levelled at Catholics. That a Catholic 
like another, may at times deserve this 
reproach no one cares to 
more than that, in common 
rest of frail mortality, he may be guilty 
of other faults or crimes. But in so far 
as he becomes really blameworthy in 
this respect, he acts contrary to the 
exigencies and teaching of his faith. 
Bigotry, in any genuine sense of tho 
term, by no means results from the 
necessary aloftness of his religious 
attitude towards opposing faiths, 
chief difficulty here is to arrive at a 
correct solution of the question : "What 
is true bigotry ?" and to understand 
what sort of religious attitude really 
deserves a name which conveys a re­
proach.

If wo turn to one of our up to-date 
standard dictionaries we read, for c-x 
impie: " Bigotry—blind and excessive 
zeal esp. in religious matters " (Cham 
l)ers’ Twentieth Century Dictionary).

According to this definition, which

deny, any 
with the

The

ubstantially agrees with what other 
dictionaries gives us, it is not zeal *' 
merely that constitutes bigotry, but 

‘ blind " and "excessive" zeal. The 
‘ blindness " must obviously refer to 

some faculty of perception or appro 
lient)ion ; in other words, blindness in 
the intellectual faculty is here meant, 
which excludes from the bigot’s mon­
tai field of view good and valid reasons 
1er a more tolerable estimate of other 
people’s religious convictions, and ro 
suits in a zeal exceeding reasonab'e 
measure. Now let us apply the diction­
ary definition ta the mental attitude of 
Catholics in deeming all faiths but 
their own to be objectively false, and 
all other forms ot worship objectively 
opposed to the will ol tho Divine 
V'onnder of Christianity. We need 
only deal with their view ot other 
iaiths. For since worship is faith in 
action, it will naturally follow the 
nature of the worshipper s beliefs.

Now, is a Catholic 8 zeal “ blind " in 
thus condemning as unsound all o.hor 
forms of Christian profession ? He 
would assuredly need to bo purblind to 
many cogent facts were he to judge 
otherwise. To take an instance : lie 
believes it to bo " a fact of revelation" 
that Christ intended llis followers to

but

AO"

vene
mar

aro

be religiously one. . . .
So periect was this religious one­

ness to bo which our Saviour has in 
view that Ho shrinks not from a com­
parison apparently hyperbolic—for He 
compares it to the most perfect unity 
of that Divine Nature «hared by HimMasses can be properly heard with-
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