
the catholic record MAY 7' 1%«.t
views and practices. In fact, there Is 
a very respectable number, both in this 
country and In England, who seem to 
be laboring under the impression that 
they can be true Catholics in a Protest 
ant Church, and they have adopted 
almost every principle and practice of 
the Catholic Church, 
necessity of making a change they, of 
course, protest against the supremacy 
of the Pope as the successor of St. 
Peter. The fact that they are thus 
rendering union impossible and 
perpetuating schism to the and of time 
has no weight with them. They 
persist in deluding themselves with 
the vain, impossible idea that the 
Catholic Church will in some future 
time, no one knows when, come round 
to their notions (if by any means it can 
ever be determined what those notions 
are) and thus the “ lost” unity of the 
Church be restored. The lost unity of 
the Church, indeed ! The unity of the 
Church can never be lest. They know 
perfectly well that the Papacy is the 
foundation Itock of the Church, if you 
take that away the Church becomes 
simply another sect of Protestantism, 
without authority, without a principle 
of unity, and from that moment it will 
enter the downward grr de of dlsiute 
gratlon, speculation, skepticism, laud­
ing at last, by logical sequence, in in 
fidelity and agnosticism.

Finally, a good reason for investi­
gation of the Church is the conversion 
of so large a number of intelligent and 
even learned and able men. We do 
not, of course, ask any one to become 
a Catholic simply because Newman, or 
Manning, or Faber, or Brownson, or 
any of the distinguished converts who 
have bectme Catholics after long and 
patient investigation, have abandoned 
Protestantism, but we do insist that the 
conversion of such men does constitute 
a su Aident motive, it not an imperative 
obligation, to entertain the question, 
for Protestants to look into the matter, 
to study the subject In a careful, can­
did, conscientious manner in proper 
soutces, and decide for themselves 
whether they ought not to follow the 
example of these converts, even at the 
greatest sacrifices, as they did. Their 
conversion is a convincing proof that 
the Catholic religion is not what popu­
lar Protestant prejudice tries to make 
it, but that it is capable, of commanding 
the homage of the ablest scholars and 
the profoundest intellects.

The means and facilities for such 
an investigation are abundant and 
perlectly accessible to all. flue 
would naturally suppose that in­
telligent, educated men would 
be interested in the subject 
as a matter of complete intellectual 
equipment, or, even, of literary curios­
ity. We can promise such a one, if 
he be honest and sincere, an intel­
lectual treat that will bo as surprising 
as It will be interesting and edifying 
and, please tiod, with the aid of Hie 
grace, he may succeed in finding the 
pearl of great price which will out­
weigh all the treasures that this earth, 
can afford. —Sacred Heart Review
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