“to-night. 2
lapse of years,

occasion were but of yesterday.
and I am able to share fully  with
you the emotions which now. fill
your hearts. I venture Lo say that
"jn the years to come, this event will
stand out in your memory 'wmx a
sharpness of outline which will mark
but few other happenings. You stand
upon the thresholds of your careers.
You have all the buoyancy, all ‘ the
enthusiasm and all the inexperience
of youth, Life opens up before vou
with all the aftractions of the siren.
Your minds are filled with dav
dreams of conflicts ending in  tri-
umphs, of struggles crowned with
success. I am not here to dispel a
single illusion, nor to stand, like the
Ancient Mariner, with a tale of
shipwreck to detain you from a
feast. I come to bid you welcome.

“‘So far you have been fortunate.
You havé been given -opportunities
which are denied to the vast body
of mankind. While other youths have
been struggling for existence, with
fevered brains or ceaseless bodily la-
dor, you have been sheltered in aca-
demic gquiet, in converse with the
great minds of the past, under the
discipline of a teaching body which
has moulded the minds and hearts
of men for nearly four hundred years.
This privilege has come to vou from
the love and self-sacrifice of parents.
few of whom have known a similar
opportunity. Your hearts must mnot
be so full of personal jov. vourminds
so filled with dreams of things to
come, as to shut out for a moment
an appreciation of the inextineuish-
able debt of gratitude owed to those
who have labored for yvou until now.

‘“T'o-night you leave a preparatorv
school to matriculate in the univer-
eity of life, The years you have spent,
in college have been of education ra-
iher than mere instruction, not
knowing all. Your success in life
will depend entirely on how well vou
keep in mind the truth that you are
but-beginners, that no matter how
much you know, how great vour la-
bors, your sum of knowledge will
ever be but a small portion. The
discipline you have undergone. the
labors you have sustained, have been
but intimations of what is to come.
Are you ready for the ordeal? I make
bold to say that you are, and this
boldness is born of no_knowledge in
me as to your personalities, but
comes from my knowledge of an ex-
perience with the institution which
sends you out to-night. You might
have come from an institution more
venerable in point of time, more dis-
tinguished in the public fame of its
children, but, in spite of all such ma-~
terial advantages, vou could not
have come from any place where the
principles of true education are bet-
ter understood and more conscien-
Tiously applied.

““Many of you will enter the ranks
of the clergy. You will hear the
Voice which cried out in the night
to Samuel. May your answer be as
ready a8 his, ‘Lord, I am here!’ It
may be thought presumntuous in a
layman to speak words of advice as
to the rule of conduct of a priest,
yet I will risk the censure for a mo-
ment. The true career of a priest is
the care of souls. The work is that
of a spiritual shepherd, and it can
be but ill done at a distance. either
in space, or in sympathy, from the
flock. XKeep close to vour people,
that their hearts mav keep close to
God. You are to lead them spiritu-
ally, a pillar of smoke by dav, a pil-
Jar of fire by night.

““To others of you will come the
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NON-SECTARIAN.—'‘It is not 'of-
ten in our experience that the terw,
non-sectarian, is so sharply and
frankly defined by our non-Catholic
neighbors,'’ says the “‘Sacréed Heart,
Review, “‘as in the following stuté-
ment from the *‘American Friend" in
relation to the New England Kurn
Hattin *“ Homes for the accommoda-
tion of destitute and neglected chil-
dren, which are sicuated in Verniont
Says our contemporarv .—

“It is the aim of the wan~genent
to swrround the children, at  ail
times, with Christian influences. One
of the first guestions that is asked
an applicant for a position as ‘a
worker’ is, “Are you a Christian 2’
The Homes arc¢ unsectarian, but it
goes without saying that as love as
the present superintendent and ma-
iron rémain, the principles of the
Bociety of Friends will most certain-
1y ascert themselves.”

We wonder how it will be  in the
4 ‘of the Baptist minister.who. it
s said, has been appointed principal
] “‘non-sectaris

wavs the old French motto, noblesse
obligel”’ i

In entering vpon such careers, vou

will have a great advantafe -over
‘those who have preceded you in the
past years from Catholic colleges in
this country. You will not go as
pioneers of your faith into strange
countries. You will find in  everv
profession, and ,in ‘commerce, men
trained = as you, believing as vou.
who have by their lives banished all
narrow  vrejudices against vour
faith, and made your way $o much
the easier. You will, however. find
the pace hot, the struggle fierce and
the danger of failure ever constant.
Our age is the most splendid im his-
tory from a purely material aspect.

Men " have always worshinbed
wealth or power, generally abstract-
ly, as" either seemed so difficult to
attain. Now, however, both seem
within the grasp of most men, and
the worship has become concrete,
and fills the soul of the average man
Such worship leads to a mental cri-
terion which measures all. thimes by
the material results, Wealth is its
own apology, and gold ennobles its
possessors!

All men in this country do not
measure life by these false stand-
ards, popular though they be. Men.
trained as you have been, can never
adopt such a philosophy of life,
without being wholly false to vour
education. To you there can be no
true success at the expense of char-
acter. Neither wealth nor power can
compensate for lost ideals. No man
can succeed truly, who cannot look
his soul face to face in the mirror of
his_conscience. And this, because we
have been taught to feel that we
are in the world, but not of it: that
we are God's children, to Him ac-

J countable.

In the careers which you will un-
dertake, be stout-hearted, self-reli-
ant, courageous, and untiring in
your industry, Be bold to assert
your rights, but avoid useless con~
troversy. Men are not converted with
clubs. An excess of zeal marks gener-
ally a defiency of thought. To prac-
tical men, the most convincing ar-
gument of the divinity of your reli-
gion will be the purity of XYour
{ lives. God will use you as his instru-
ments in building up a healthy pub-
lic opinion, in inculcating morality
in bringing your neighbors back to
the supernatural.

As you are true Catholic gentle-
men, you will be true . Americans,
There no occasion to protest vour
patriotism. Such as attack it merit
contemptuous silence and are be
neath " reply. I have led an active
life among people not of my faith
perhaps not of any faith. I have
never suspected their patriotism nor
they mine. I have found them gen-
erally regretful of their inabilityr to
share our religious helief, and gener-
ously tolerant of the difference in
point of view.

But one word and 1 have done. Be
not dispirited at seeming failure.
Any success which comes without la-
bor, without previous disappoint-
ments, is likely to be unstable. Bet-
ter ten years of crushing disappoint-
ment in the beginning of vour lives.
than one such year at their end. No
matter how high your ambitions, let,
them be never higher than your
ideals. Cultivate self-reliance. but do
not mistake for it self-sufficiency. Be
modest, but not so modest as to
hide your light under a bushel .—
New York Freeman's Journa

ON MANY THEMES.

the law of the land, against injus-
tice to the poor by the rich and
powerful, against every form of op-
pression, dishonesty, lack of charty
and want of patriotism. It is pre-
eminently the great mioral and con-
servative force.”

THE OLD STORY.—'‘Protestants
are very apt to call Catholics suroer-
stitious,’’ says the ‘‘Catholic Rec-
ord,”” ““'but the readiness with which
Protestants gather around such su-
nerstitions as Mrs, Eddy's Christian
science, ‘Schlatter’s and Dowie's di-
vine = healing frauds., = Mormonism,
spiritualism, and' the like, shows
that the Catholic Church is the
greatest bulwark against supersti-
tions of .all kinds, whereas Protest~
ants, who have thrown off the au-
thority of the divinely instituted and
infallible Church of Christ, are easi-

ly made the dupes of every supersti=

‘tion.”"
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