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The National Scrvice
Cards

HE ecards designed by the National Ser-
vice Commission to obtain information
respecting the man-power of the Dominion are
now being distributed through the agency of
the Post Office. It is necessary that all men
betwegn the ages of 16 and 65 years shall fur-
nish the desired information by filling in the
answers to the questions and mailing the cards
to the Director of National Service at Ottawa.
The questions have been framed with a view
to ascertaining every man’s nationality, his
physical condition, his present occupation, and
his willingness to cngage if required in any
other line of service that may be deemed more
useful for the purpose of prosecuting the war.
How far and in what manner the information
so furnished may be acted on must, of course,
be a question for consideration by the authori-
ties at a later stage. It is, however, very
important that there should be a full and re-
liable record of the nymber of men available.
There should, therefyre, by hearty co-operation
in the distribution of the cards and in tho-eh-
plying of th¥ inforfnation asked for.
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Mr. Lloyd George's Speech

HE specch of Mr, Lloyd George, setting
forth the policy of his Government in
relation to the war, was, in the main. exactly
what everybody expected. It was a firm re-
iteration of the of
course, an emphatic refusal to regard the so-
called peace proposals of the German Chancel-
lor as-entitled to serious consideration, and a
vigorous declaration of the determination of
(Great Britain and the Entente Allies to prose-
cute the war until the military domination
which Germany and her partners have attempt-
ed is no longer a menace to the world. There
can be no doubt that the new Prime Minister
gave expression to the general feeling of the
British people, not only in the United Kingdom,
but throughout the Ewmpire. Very gratifying
too were the speeches of Mr. Asquith, who re-
mains the leader of the Liberal party, and Sir
John Simon, the brilliant young statesman who
left the Asquith Cabinet because of a differ-
ence concerning the question of conseription.
Sir John is looked upon as the chief spokesman
of a group of members who are particularly
hostile to everything in the way of jingoism,
His oppoments, no doubt, would call him a
pacifist and perhaps he would not object to
the name. But he realizes as clearly as Mr.
Asquith and Mr. Lloyd George that in the pre-
sent stage of the war there can be no peace
with Germany. The unanimity of the British
Parliament, in the determination to prosecute

righteousness Britain’s
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the war must satisfy the Germans that their
hopes of a premature peace are doomed to dis-
appointment.

The President’s Latest Note

3

HE latest ‘‘note’ of President Wilson
las elicited perhaps more extensive com-
ment than any of his previous decuments con-
cerning the war. Among British people gen-
erally it has been regarded as, to say the least,
inopportune. Realizing as nearly all of them
do that the present attitude of Germany makes
peace now or in the carly future an impossi-
bility, most Britons are inclined to regard Mr.
Wilson’s move as meddlesome and entirely use-
less. Many are ready to assume that his note
is intended to be an aid to Germany. For this
view, however, there seems “to be no good
ground. There is every reason to believe that,
while the way chosen by him was |
the wrong one, his note was dictated
solely by a desire to do something towards
finding a basis for negotiations leading to that
peace which, if 3 - pa—
would be the gre
note which
statés that the objects of the belligerents on
both sides are the same has naturally ealled
forth indignant protest. Surely, from our point
of view, and from the standpoint of all fair
minded men who undertake to judge. the ob-
jects with which Britain and her Allies en-
tered the war ave not the same as the.objects
which the German Kaiser and his militarists
had in view when, in flagrant violation of their
own treaty, they invaded peaceful
But My,

not undertaking to pass judgment on the con-

Belgium.

we o must remember that Wilson was

duct of any of the belligerents.  He was en-
deavoring, not in the very wisest way, to in-
duce all the

in his effort towards peace.

nations concerned to meet him
If his move was
to find any response from the belligerents he
must approach them all in a manner that would
not antagonize any of them. In a sense all of
them claim to have the same objects in view.
for the Kaiser is loud in his declarations that
his whole policy aime# at the glory of God and
We of the
can properly treat the Kaiser’s pretensions in
But

while Mr. Wilson probably feels as we do on

the good of mankind. 3ritish side

this respect as blasphemy and hypocerisy.

that question he is not as free as British sub-
jects are to express his mind; he is officially
bound to hold a strictly neutral position, and
particularly to do so”in a document which
invites friendly co-operation from all the bel-
Hence that
which grates most harshly on the ears of all
friends of the Entente Allies should not be
taken as designed to express any view ad-

ligerents. passage in  his note

verse to us or favorable to our enemies. Tor
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