Hallam's. Trappers'
lustrated; English or Franch
tells how and where to trap; what bait
and traps o use; is full of useful informa

tion

Hallam's Trappers' Bupply Cata
tog—36 pages; illustrated ; vifles, traps,
animal bait, hew nd

ety
wportsmen’s

News—
es Jatest prices and advance
information on the raw
tur market
Write to-day.
Addrews giving
mumber 88

134 HALLAM BUILDING,
TORONTO.

New COAL OIL LIGHT

BEATS ELECTRIC or GASOLINE

‘s your opportunity to get the wonderful mew
Aluddin Coal Oil Mantle light FREE. Write quick for
jcula.s, This great free offer will be withdrawn as soon
distributor starts work in your neighborhood. You
need show the Aladdin to a few friends and neighbors:
We give you yeurs freq for this help. Takes
ary little ti investment. Costs nothing to try L 8

Burns 'I? llour:_ on One

ool Sl g0 o, ek e N hiets e ey unives
Alnddin gl--_mn- times #s mueh
.

e R

TWICE THE LIGHT
ON HALF THE DL

We want, anl will pay highest
prices for all kinds of RAW

FURS

Ship your skins to us at once,
We pay Express Charges, or Postage.

Price list and shipping tags sent on request.

/Opevi//on IC % i 134 McGill St.,

Established 1723 MONTREAL,

Largest Fur Manufacturers in the World P.o. 3

DO IT

Now!

You know that you mean to renew
your subscriptionsto. FARM AND
DAIRY in a few days, so why not
sit right down and “DO IT NOW.”

Letters to the Editor
Is There a Profit in Sheep ?

EDI'K)IIL Farm and Dairy —What is

the true situation in regard to

sheep ralaing? Can they be-
raised profitably, or can't.they? We
farmers are being asked by the On-
tario Department of Agricniture to
raise more sheep. We read from time
to time articles painting glowing pic-
tures of the profits which'can be made
from sheep, but when we come to
at the results seoured by our experi
mental stations, where presumably ac-
curate records are kept, we are as
much at sea as ever for the results
are not consistent

Maine Loses Money.

In Bulletin 260, the Mcine Agricult-
ural Bxperiment Station gives the re-
sults of an experiment carried out
with a flock of 100 sheéep In connec-
tion with which accounts were kept. In
1915 the flock showed o loss of $375,
after being given full eredit for every.
thing they produced, including man
ure to the value of $36. In 1916%the
Joss was a trifie over $200, when the
manure was not counted. But by the
ald of a manure pit they were able to
preserve this manure so well that Hs
value cancelled the loss.

But here's the point—no profit worth
speaking of In efther year, and yet
the station admits that I these experi-
mer (8 the sheep.were not charged
with the cost of fencing thé pastures,
erccting shelters in the pastures, fit-
ting up the barns for winter quarters,
expenses for piping water, water
troughs, sheep dipping tanks, shear-
ing machines, gas engines, root cut
ters, rent of land for pastures and
crops for the sheep, Interest on in-
vestment or other overhead expenses.
If a profit cannot be shown on sheep in
Maine, after giving them such a start,
how will the ordinary farmer make a
profit, who has to pay out hard cash
for .these things “‘not counted.”

Fifteen Hundred Dollars Profit.

But perhaps Maine has a grouch
They ape only “down-Basters” after
all. Let us Jook at what has been
done with sheep on our own Dominion
Experimental »'arm at Lacombe, Alta
From a flock of 100 ewes, purchasad
a year ago, our Experimental
has figured out a profit of $1,687, on &
total investment of $1,227, or a profit
of 130 per cent. By comparison, Fia
velle's 80 per cent. profit looks sick
Here is the way the statisticlan bhas fig
ured out the year's returns

Total cost, 108 ewes.
Cost of 1 ram
Cost of 4,300 Ib. of gra
Cost_of shearing
Wool, 509 ths. ot Gde .
2 ewes (present value)
g B e AR
1 ram (present value).,
102 lambs (present velie)
Profit . 1,587.01
$2,050.70 $3,465.76

1 had read statements of profits
secured In experiments carried ouf by
our Dominfon officials before. 1, there.
fore, restrained myself from at once
rushing out and purchasing all the
sheep in sight, until 1 had looked a
little deeper into the statement. This
is what I found.

No labor was charged against the

. The reason for this, I presume,
is that the officials on the farm have
their salaries pald anyway, and they
might as well be looking after the
sheep as Joafing.

No charge was made for pasturage.
Twentyfive acres were utilized for
this purpose, but presumably no iaxes
are charged against government farm
The land fs, therefore, worth not!
ing (7). What a pity the ordinary
_farmer is unsble to pasture his sheep
| o cheaply. It might be easier for him

$1,096.50
50
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to make a profit had his land cost
him nothing.
Did They Eat Only Grain?

The entire fiock of sheep was win-
tered on $76 wonth of grain. This is
the omly thing charged against the
sheep. 1t Is usually considered that
the returns from wool will pay for a
sheep's keep. In this experiment, how-
eved, $617 was received for the clip
of wool, while the keep of the sheep
cost but $75. Were they Ted no hay?
©Oh, yes, a few odds and ends, but
nothing worth counting. And then it
the sheep badn't got it, something else
might. Roots? Wall, yes, the sheep
were fed sliced turnips daily for most
of the winter, but these turnips were
grown on:the farm, and, therefore,
cost nothing.

The sheep market advanced during
the year. It mdvanced so much that
the 92 ewes left after the dogs and
doyotes had taken their toll, were
worth $300 more than the original
106 ewes, although they were older
and would ordinarily have depreciated
This $300 surely should not be counted
in ‘as profit in sheep raising. 1t Is
purely speculative, Next year tne
market might drop their value $400
But such reckoning characterized the
optimistic mathematiclans who “work
out” profits in the experiments car
ried on by the Dominion Experimental
Farms

The two reports I have cited are
. probably the extremes. One Is char
acterized by the pessimism of the East
and the other by the optimism of the
West, What we need to back up the
Governm nt's appeal for more sheep
are actual facts, showing whether or
not sheep wii maka a profit after they
have been charged with iabor, feed
and overhead expenses. If sheep will
pay & profit we want to know. it
they will not, why dazzle our eyes with
reports of 130 per cent. profits. Tt is
time Ananias resigned as Government
étatisticlan. His reports are certaiuly
interesting, but they partake too much
of the character of fiction, We would
Jke a few facts for a change—'Ox-
ford.”

A Letter of Thanks
DITOR, Farm and Dairy~—l am
E glad to thank you for placing ple-
tures and notices of “Homes
Wanted” by wards of our Soclety, in
your paper, as requestad directly by
us and through Mr. Kelso,

The circulation of your paper seems
to be wide spread as we have had ap-
plications from several Provinces be
sides our own. Moreover, the results
have heen most satisfactury s the
last placeabls child has been sent to
an approved foster home.

Furthermore, we had better results
from your kindness than from our ad
vertisoments in  the_varlous local
papers of our district >

Again thanking you for your kind
ness, I am, Yours sincerely, C. A. Win
ters, Agent, Brockville, Children’s Ald
Shelter.

Need Guarantee of Stability
PEAKING at the Guelph Winter
Fair, recently, Prof. G. E. Day,
stated that an average high price
for hogs is no satisfaction to the man
who, when his hogs are ready, and
when they must be sold, finds the
price low. In the United States the
Government has guarded agalnst this
by arranging to buy mesat when tie
packers’ cellars are full, and when
hog prices usually go down, That
will tend to prevent extremely high
prices at one time and unduly low
prices at another.

“Here farmers have no guarantee of
_stability,” eaid Prof. Day, ‘but still
they are’ responding to the demand
for increased production in hogs. They
are doing this on patriotic grounds
alone, and 1 belleve they are the only
clags who would do {hat.”
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