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NOTE AND COMMENT

Advices from South China by steam
ship indicate that the revolt there is a
formidable one. ‘ihe rebels are well
armed and are working methodically.

.

Former members of the Douma issued
a manifesto calling upon the Russian
people to continue by force the struggle
for liberty and denouncing the Czar for
breach of faith,

Gen, Booth of the Salvation Army has
been accorded royal honors by the Em-
peror of Japan. This is a significant
fact in connection with the estimate in
which Christianity s - being held fin
that country,

Quiet but steady work is being done
by the Presbyterian Mission among the
Chinese in New York City. The Rev.
Hine Kin is receiving additions into
church membership. Eight young men
are preparing to return to China as mis-
sionaries, The Sabbath-school has an
enrollment of 100.

Have you ever tried open-air services
in the summer, brother pastor? asks the
Cumberland Peshyterian. If not, sup
pose pou try the plan this year. Even
in small towns, it is a good one.
Churches are hot at night. A twilight
service at some convenient place out of
doors will be more comfortable and will
reach people not reached in the
churches, But, if you attempt such ser
vices, make them simple and make themn
short,

The Westminster, of Philadelphia, re
marks: The movement begun in Wash
ington, D.C., by certain society women
to reform in the matter of social wine-
drinking should be hailed with joy. The
casting out of the fashionable reception
punch-bowl from its place under the
hall stairs is a move toward godliness.
That sort of temperance campaigning
commands our instant assent. For the
success of this movement, let the
churches pray.

The rebuilding of the famous Cam
panile at Venice is progressing as rapid
ly as the peculiar difficulties permit.
The tower is now some eight feet ahove
the Plaza, and while this may imply
slow progress when compared with the
swiftness of modern construction, it
must be remembered artistic questions
are constantly being raised. The Cam
panile fell on the morning of July 14,
1902, and nine months passed befare it
was decided to rebuild it, and an agree
ment was reached on the materials to be
used. The foundation stone of the new
structure was laid with great pomp and
ceremony on April 25, 1903,

People who interest themselves in law
and order, the suppression of saloons
and the advancement of temperance,
are described by the advocates of intem-
perance and lawlessness as ‘“‘those who
have no time to attend to their own
busi but are specially concerned
in the affairs of their neighbors.”

One of our exchanges gives a capital
paragraph from an address by an Ameri
can clergyman, i which he enumerates
the “perils of the ministry”: “floth, a
tendency to neglect svstematic study:
vanity, a desire for continuous applanse
as though on the stage and an especial
liking for*the title Dootor: selfishness,
arising out of the deference paid to his
office until he becomes s:f-indnlgent
and demands as a right whut is given
only in courtesv: envy, especially as re-
gards censorions remarks wnon rother
ministers: nrofessionalism. a tendenev
to utter holv words without feeling
them: acclesin<tioism. exalting his own
little denoniination above the great hori
zon of Christian truth: and cowardice,
a temptation to shirk resnonsihilities in
the fierce handtohand strugele with
the problems of lifa*

And why should Scotland give even
£3 per varish for misdon work in Can
adat The neonle of Canada are well
able to maintain their own mission
work, Church courts shonld steadfastly
refnse to accent monev from the mother
1and that we shounld raise ourselves.'
8o arenes The Globe, but we fail o he
convineed save the Oanadian Bantist
With thonsands of British emizrants
pouring inte Canada vearly, manv of
whom have all thev ean manage to nra
vida fond and eclothine for themselves
and families, and manv of them to ha
left for monthe and vears withant reli
eione services nnlese these are nrovided
at the exnense nf others, we do not nn
derstand why there should he any oh
jection 4o the Christian henevolence of
their fellow-countrymen eoming this wav
for a time. Tt seems o ns hut just that
Christian men and women in the Ol4
Tand shonld come to the heln of their
hrethren in the new ecountry that is pro
vidinz homes and happiness for thom
sands npon thousands of those from
across the sea.” Onr contemporary takes
the corrent view, and it is one that will
carry on both sides of the Atlantic.

Prof. Orr, of Glasgow, who has heen
lecturing at varions places in the Unit-
ed States makes the following points on
the Virgin Birth: 1. The narratives of
Christ’'s birth in the Goepels of Mat
thew and Tuke are gennine narts of
those Gospels in their original form. 2.
These narratives have descended to us
in their integrity. 3. The / probable
sources of information are trustworthv.
4. The narratives of these two (nspels
do not contradiet each other. bhut are
mutually supplemental. 5. The silence
of the other Gospels respecting the mir
acnlons hirth of Jesus is fully ascounted
for by the purpose of their authors and
cireumstances of their eomposition. 6.
The Apostolic doctrine of the Inearn
ation of the Son of God, while not based
on an explicit statement of the virgin
binth, dnes not exclude such a miracle,
but strengthens belief 4in dt. 7. 8o
far as all historie knowledge shows, the
early Church was absolutely united in
believing this doctrine, except the sect
of the Ebinnites and a few minor sects
:lf tho)ﬂnoﬂﬂcl. 8. Though it may be

other words, says the Christian Advo-
cate, 21l the devil wants is to be let
alone. But the trouble with that pro-
gram is that he and his friends dont
let us alone, A Christian has to be a
public-spirited citizen in sheer self
defense, What is a “‘gond citizen,” any-
how? A man who confines himsel
strietly to his own private maters, and
does not concern himself at all with the
public good? 1Is that the definition of
a good oitizent

P to define the exact relations
of the virgin birth to the fact of the In
oarnation, there are strong reasons for
thinking that it had some necessary
relation to it. 9. The rival theorias by
which those who deny the virgin birth
account for the origin of the story are
in hopeless dispute and mutually des-
tructive, for one school shows that the
story could not have originated among
the Jews and another school shows that
it could not have originated among the
Gentiles,

The growth of journalistic and liter
ary activity among the natives of India
has been remarkable. During the ten
vears ending 1901-2. the number of re
gistered printing presses increased from
1.649 to 2,193: the number of newspapers
from 602 to 708: the number of periodi
cal nublications (other than newspapers)
from 349 to 575: the number of books
published in Enelish, or some other En
ropean langnage. from 768 to 1.312: and
the number of books published in Tn-
dian languages (vernacular and classi
eal) or in more than one language, from
6.751 to 7.081. The missionanies were the
nioneers of Tndian vernacular journal-
ism. The Serampore missionaries first
cast type for the vernacular languages,
and employed native compositors.

Only a few weeks ago Tetters Patent
were issned granting to the Orange Ri
ver colony a full measure of self-govern
ment. The naw constitution is modelled
after that of the Transvaal, Tts chief
points are: A ministry of five memUlers:
a Tegislative Couneil of 11; a Tegislative
Assembly of 38: payment of members:
debates in Duteh or EnglisH, journals
to be kept in English: manhood suf.
frage for white British subjects: no ser
vile labor. FWvery white British subject
twentyone vears of age, after six
months’ -residence in the eolony, can
register as voter. The salary of mem-
bers will he $750 a vear, plus $10 a day
for attendance, but the total annual sum
t2 anv member must not exceed $1.500
The Upper Honse, the Oouncil, will he
nominated at first by the Governor; but
after four vears it may become elec
tive. The present TLieutenant-Governor,
Rir Hamilton Goold-Adams, continnes
in office. 8o Britain treats those who
but a short time ago were her sworn
and deadly enemies, Canada wishes all
prosperity to this her youngest sister in
our Great Empire.

“No man is free who has a job which
he is afraid to lose.” Probably you
never heard of tha man who said that:
perhaps you never will. But, honestly
now, don’t yon agree with him? Don't
you wish that was your attitude toward
your joh? Ts it a staff in your.hand or
a crutch under your arm? Or are you
clutching your jobh with the desperation
of a sinking sailor grabbling a floating
spar? Has your job become a fetish. to
which you have sagrificed vour man-
hood? Has the splendid myvstery we
call life resolved itself for vom into a
mere sordid struggle to hold your job?
Then, my friend, you are in a pitiable
way. Your philosophy needs mending.
You sre bond, not free. The method of
yonr existence demands reform. Yon
should ston working for vour job and
work for vourself. But, you say, you
have a family, wife, children, depend-
ents. The more urgent need, then. of
freedom. Do von wish them to share
your bondaget? Shall you throw away
this precious job? No. Keep it. Use it
Make a club of it. Conquer with it. How
much of your time, now, does this mon-
ster require? Bight hours?t Ten? Then
make it accent twelve, fourteen. Mas-
ter its every difficulty. Explore its re-
motest recesses, Equip yourself with
every resource which it may need. Ex-
ploit its possibilities. Make it a game.
See how much better yon can do to-day
that which you did yesterday. Begin
now. Keep on. Aim at nothing else than
perfection. = You'll not reach it, but no
matter. Create an ideal and strive for
it. Watch your progress. You will find
it more fascinating than any game ever
invented. ~Christian Work and Evange-
List.




