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The St. John Ambul> 1ce Association is the Am.
bulance Department of the Order of the Hospital
of St. John of Jerusalem in England, a most ancient
Order possessing an unbroken record dating back to
the eleventh century, and from which the Red
Cross movement, to-day so largely in the public eye,
derives its origin. From this most historic Order
of St. John of Jerusalem is descended the distin.
guished Order as it is known to the present genen-
tion, and this in its turn brought into existence the
St. John Ambulance Associstion as we now know it
Such is, in very brief form, the background of his
tory from which the St. John Ambulance Assocs-
tion and its offshoot the St. John Ambulance
Brigade have evolved, and never surely had a good
cause such inspiring memories to draw upon.

but the real beginning of the ambulance movemenilf
as we know it dates from the Pranco-German Wx,
of 1870, when it was seen that no Red Cross Soci
could fulfil its duties in time of war unless it weng
properly organized in time of peace. What his
been done for field hospitals by Florence Nightingae
has been done for ambulance work gen y by the
St. John Ambulance Association. For the lad
forty years its powers and organization have bes
steadily developing, not only in the British Islege
but through the Empire, so that India, Cana
South Africa, Australia, and all the other Dominioa
have now their own splendid organizations, while igea
erusalem it maintains the British Ophthalmggot
ospital. All these are integral parts of the Aofs
bulance Department of the Order of St. John. P
The Association was founded in 1877, and t!
Canadian Branch was organized in 1910, w
headquarters at Ottawa. The objects are 1
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