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Much cri'(lit is due to .Mr. Scudder for the caic and skill with which he

has worked up the fraL;inentary remains from the contents of t he erect

si^'illariic of the .loLti^ins coal measures. Willi reference to the condition

of the s|iecimeiis it is to he oliserved that these remains are found in the

matter lillinu the liases nf hollow trees originally open to t he air, into

which small ani]ihiliians have fallen and iiavc possilily lived in these siii-

<,'ular ]irisons for some time. Hence no douht in jiart the frau;iiieiitary

condition of the iinriapodal and arachnidan remains. Indeed seniiu'iits

of millipedes and remains of insects have lieen fouixi in ( he coprolit ic

matter associated with the reptilian hones, .so that it is i|uite likely that

the arthropods have heen pulled to pieci'sand paitially devoured hy their

iimjiliihian comjianions in misforlune. In addition to this the loose and

une(|ual character of the material lillinu- the lower jiarl of t he hollow trees

has caused iiiui'h crushin;,' and distortion of the (lexilile crusts of these

creatures, and has reiidi'ied it ditliciilt t<i olitain from the mass even such

fragments as those I was alile tosuhmit to Mr. iSeudder's inspection. < )n

the othi'i' hand it is a rare chance to lind even such frai,'iiients preserved

lit all, and hut for the accident of the mode of decay and entonihmeiit of

these trees, we ini!;hl have known nothinj;' of these curious and ancient,

aii'direathers of the coal formation of Nova Scotia.

Tlie identiliiation of remains of scorpions is fuitlier of interest from tho

light which it easts on one at least of the uses of tiie scaly armour of the

smaller ampliihians of the coal measures. They may, as Mr. Scudder has

alreadv sii^'uested, have re(|uired |ir()tection from tlie act ive and venomous

arachniilaiis with which they had to compete, or on which they may in

some cases have fed.


