
Experimcnta have bern (-i>n(lurtt>d at the Colle({c in itow ., Mfalfn
in the autumn and in the upring, buth with and without a nurste crop.
I he nurstc crop u»ed in the autumn was winter wheat, and that uaed in

the spring wan oat«. As the rr^-iilt of two distinct experiments, i-nch

extend'nif over a period of two years, it uas found that the sprin^f sovinif
tfave 'he best results. The Alfalfa, which was sown in fhe »pring alone,

(favc an averajfc in the second year of the test of 17.J tons, and that sown
with oat.s, an avf>-a|fe of 16 tons of fjreen crop per acre. Th. Ii-ilf.!

.sown in the autumn with winter whe.it was partially, and that sown witr
out any nurse crop was very badly winter killed.

In another experiment, sprinff wheat, barley, and oats wer«- ust-d as
nurse crops, h .c plots were sown with each kind of f;rain, thus makin|;
fifteen plots .sown with priin and .Alfalfa seed in the sprinjj of iHcjjj. The
average total yields of jjrern .Alfalfa p«T acre obtaineil from the plots on
which the nur.se crops had been sown were as foll""K in each of the years
iqoo and 1901 :

Kane Crops.

.

1

1 tmMt 1901

1

Spring Wheat 16.3 ton*.

13.7 "
9.6 "

S4 7 tons.
Barley

i
22 2 "

Oats.'. IH..^ '•

In this txperiment the sprinj; wheat proved to be the i)est, .iiul the

oats the poorest crop with which to sow .Alfalfa. The oat crop, esjKti.illv

if the seed is sown thickly, has a tendency to smother out the younjj aiio

tender plants of Alfalfa. .\ll nurse crops used with .Alfalfa s.houI(l be
sown quite thinly.

In still another experiment. Alfalfa was sown alone and with one
bushel of barley per acre. The test was made in duplicate. The average
yield of preen Alfalfa per e t'arinp the three followinp years for each
of the plots in both of thi s w.is as ft !lo\vs :

Seto. Atfiilfa seed sown with

v„ 1 Nnrse Crop o( Barley.

.

•^"- ^
.\NothinK .'. I.

,<ireen Crop.

ton".

I 20.9
20.5

K^ n f Nnrae Crop of Barley
|

23.6^"^
i Nothinjf . . I 21 .3

Hay.

tons.

6.4
5.3
6.1
5.5

This experiment was st rted in iSq, and finished in i8g8. We now
sow the .Alfalfa seed in the spring of the year and usually with about one
bushel of barley per acre. From this system excellent satisfaction has

been obtained.


