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S. J. MoLEAU OTTAWA

Uovember 25, IV09.

Dear Sir:
Your letter of the 18th instant, addressed to 

me at the University of Toronto has been forwarded to me.
I note your inquiry concerning the working of 

the Canadian law for the investigation of industrial dis- 
p tes, popularly known as the Lemieux Act.

My experience was in connection with a couple 
of investigations in the Cobalt silver mining district.
I think from my expcrionce that the law has a steadying 
effect on both parties concerned by compelling people to 
hesitate and think over the situation carefully before 
engaging in strike. It does a good deal to prevent such 
disturbance. I think also that the appeal to public opin
ion through the finding of the board of investigation in a 
particular case has also a beneficial effect.

Regarding your question as to what changes are 
desirable. The question of having a permanent board has 
been suggested from time to time. I think however that for 
the present, the system of boards appointed for the parti
cular dispute is better. There might be a danger with a 
permanent board tint the procedure would not be as elastic 
as at present. It is turc that under the present system two 
members of the board enter into the discussion with a more 
or less biased point of view owing to the fact that they are 
chosen by the respective parties in interest. At the same 
time this has a certan advantage, because if the lsbor re
presentative and the representative of the employer or em
ployers can be got to come together on a common standing ground the moral effect is much greater than if one were con
cerned with the award of a permanent board whose members wore 
not in very close touch with the particular industry or indus- 
tires affected.

With regard to the third question, as to whether 
the Act might well be extended to apply to all employments,
I thirk that the policy of the Act whereby the investigations 
are limited to industries which are in the nature of public 
utilities is justifiable.
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